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If you had mailed this coupon a year 
ago, perhaps your salary would be up too! 


WHY NOT MAIL IT TODAY? Sieg eneolling with 
; LaSalle my salary 
Look at these pleased reports from LaSalle - has doubled.” 


4 students. Many success stories of this kind Robert Kubec, 

7 come to us every year—from people who St. Cloud, Minnesota. 
began their career planning by mailing the ; 
LaSalle coupon for information. 


Yes, many graduates attribute their increases in income “In the past three 
largely to their LaSalle spare-time training. years my income has , 
LaSalle students have one ambition in common —to get jumped over $6,500.” 

out of the ranks of the untrained and earn more money and Norbert Kaitan, 


respect in a better job. Isn’t that your goal too? Ridgewood, N.Y. 


Without interfering with your present work—and by de- 
voting only a little of your spare time — you too can prepare 


for advancement in the field of your choice through LaSalle My salary has 

home study. The cost is low. } ) quadrupled since 
LaSalle has been a leader in home education for more than starting the course.”’ 

sixty years, enrolling over 2,000,000 ambitious men and George R. Kelly, 


women in its many courses. You study under the supervision W. Bridgewater, Mass. 
of LaSalle’s experienced faculty. Upon satisfactory comple- 
tion of your study, you receive the LaSalle diploma—a rec- 
ognized and respected credential. ‘Thanks to LaSalle 

Check the subject you are interested in—then send the training ... my salary 
coupon above for FREE booklet. No obligation. has doubled.” 


Mrs. Mary M. Nyberg, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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“WHY I'M GLAD FAME 
CAME LATE”—GEORGE BLANDA 


His heroics help narrow 
America’s generation gap. 


A NEW LOOK 

AGEDIMRANEROO Lease. 2: 5.3 etasrete ore aie eit eee By Bert Rosenthal 
At 26, he's finally 

come into his own. 


THE MANY SIDES 
ORIGARU GEE Retires toes orn 5s pw uel etna tees ena 


The Viking ace wants 
to be the best pro player, 


By Ben Olan 


THE PIRATE FORMULA— 


HOW IT WORKS 
The secret is a happy blending 
of youth and maturity. 
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By Charley Feeney 


INSIDE LEROY KELLY’S 
SEGRE TF) BATMIGE SS yaeye nus eyo susie sueraie Ais, eyesore ges By Mike Recht 


He cannot escape 
Jim Brown’s shadow. 


DAVE MCNALLY— 
ALL HE DOES IS WIN 
Ask Andy Etchebarren 
how lucky “McLucky” is, 


inxttia: oi eT Sk sgn oe LATO S COR ee aber Re age By Alan Goldstein 


HOW BRUCE GOSSETT 

FOUND A HOME INSAN FRANCISCO ........... By Ken MecNichols 
He found something 

he never had in L.A, 


THERE'S MORE TO VIDA BLUE 
THAN DIAMOND GREATNESS 


The young sensation handles 
his success with composure. 


By Dave Newhouse 


2 Teg Teee le hee olle pi erase pe 


AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS: WHO'S TO 


BLAME FOR THE COWBOY JINX? 
Dallas has the stars but 
can’t win the “big one.” 


WILLIE DAVIS—LEARNING TO THINK 


ISTHE BIG: DIRFFERENGE fiona ois s 5 cue ae eae By Dan Berger 
The Dodger star knows 
what his style is now. 


By George Girsch 
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THE BEST FOOTBALL GAME 
CANNOT BE PURCHASED 
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MSeason after season, STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOT- 
BALL has been sold to thousands of football fans 
exclusively through the mail. But why you ask? Each 
year our football game is totally revised to reflect 
precisely the most up-to-date pro football statistics. 

STRAT-O-MATIC offers such a current authentic 
reproduction of pro-football and such a wide 
selection of games and individual team combina- 
tions, that it is impossible for a retail store to 
supply our fans. 

In business since 1961, the quality and relia- 
bility of STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL speaks for 
itself in the fact that we have continued to sell 
out all our previous editions. 

In our 1971-1972 edition, STRAT-O-MATIC pre- 
sents you once again with the finest in pro football 
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realism. The passing, running, kicking and defen- 
sive play of 1,000 pro football players is astonish- 
ingly reproduced from the stadium into your home. 

Only individual player cards truely reflect each 
offensive player's real-life characteristics . . . and 
STRAT-O-MATIC HAS IT! Other games use a team 
rating system in lieu of individual player cards, but 
this method fails to capture the excitement and 
talents of the players. In Strat-O-Matic, both the 
stars and the second stringers will perform ac- 
cording to their true abilities. 

Each player's strengths and weaknesses are 
measured in STRAT-O-MATIC. For example, a quarter- 
back who has a high pass completion record but 
does not throw a good long pass will function ex- 
actly the same way in STRAT-O-MATIC. A halfback 
who has a good yard per carry average but fails to 


Avenue, Port Washington, N.Y., 11050. 


pick up the “tough yardage” will perform similarly 
in STRAT-O-MATIC. 

STRAT-O-MATIC is actually two games in one... 
an elementary game for 11 to 16 year olds and 
an advanced game for adults. The elementary ver- 
sion is EASY and EXCITING to play. The advanced 
version includes a never-before visual dimension 
found in no other statistically oriented football 
game. You set up and manuever your defenses on 
a colorful playing board, enabling both coaches to 
see the strengths and weaknesses of their de- 
fenses. This dimension allows you to not only call 
a blitz but to see it in action! More strategy moves 
are possible with Strat-O-Matic than any other 
football game. Without hesitation, we recommend 
STRAT-O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL'S 1971-1972 edition 
to be without equal. 


The ahove are just some of STRAT-0-MATIC’S highlights. For the entire story, mail coupon for 
a colorful FREE BROCHURE containing full detailed information and free STRAT-O-MATIC 
samples. Don't delay. Write today! Strat-O-Matic Game Co. Inc.,Dept.405 82A South Bayles 


SEeeReR MAIL COUPON FOR FREE SAMPLE OFFER 8888888 


@ Strat-0-Matic Game Co., Inc., Dept. 405 


82A South Bayles Avenue, Port Washington, N.Y., 11050 


Send exciting FREE STRAT-O-MATIC Football Game offer and samples. | enclose 10 cents in 
@ coin or stamps to cover postage and handling. 
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Dear Editor, 

I think the article—“Is The Holly- 
wood Star System Ruining Pro Sports” 
—by George Girsch in the September is- 
sue is one-sided and very unfair. Girsch 
makes Joe Namath look like the devil in 
disguise. From the beginning, he says, 
“Do they really think that they’re not 
hurting anybody else?” If you recall, 
the reason Namath came out of retire- 
ment over the Bachelors III affair, was 
because he didn’t want to hurt his fam- 
ily, friends and teammates. 

I've heard nothing of the sort that 
Joe “practically demanded that the Jets 
management grant him a loan as the 
price for his playing the 1970 season.” 
As big as a celebrity as Joe is, something 
like that would have hit the papers. 

Girsch says Namath created a turmoil 
that can never be forgotten. The Jets 
have already forgotten it and that’s 
where it counts. They forgot it after the 
last game of the season when Namath 
and Al Atkinson shook hands in the 
dressing room. 

On the whole, I thought the article 
was written in very poor taste. 

Nelwyn Hollis, Litchfield, Il. 


Dear Editor, 
I am a new reader to your magazine. 
I enjoy reading about sports and have 
found that your magazine is the best in 
its field. From reading the letter page in 
the September issue, I found that your 
May issue contained a story on Roberto 
Clemente. Since he is my favorite play- 
er, I hope you do more stories on him. 
Ricky Wolfson, Dallas, Texas 


Dear Editor, 

1 am conducting a poll on the 10 fu- 
ture stars in baseball. Please send your 
picks to Randy Rummler, 5857 N. Lake 
Drive, Milwaukee, Wis., 53217. 


Dear Editor, 

I would appreciate it if your readers 
would send me their picks on basket- 
ball’s all-pro team (including ABA play- 
ers) and also baseball’s all-league teams 
(in both the AL and the NL). Please 
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write to Mark Roshkind, 117 DeHaven 
Drive, Yonkers, N.Y. 10703. 


Dear Editor, 

I am conducting a survey on the 
greatest living and greatest ever baseball 
player on each major league team. They 
can be the same in some cases. Please 
write to Stuart G. Morrell, 10 Media 
Lane, Stonybrook, N.Y. 11790. 


Dear Editor, 

I am a great Phillie fan and I would 
like to hear from anyone who has some- 
thing to say—either pro or con—about 
the team. Please write to Debbie March- 
etti, 435 Centre Street, Freeland, Pa. 
18224. 


Dear Editor, 

I am taking a poll on the fans’ favor- 
ite baseball team. Also, please do a story 
on Joe Torre. Readers wishing to take 
part in my poll may write to Willis Kern 
Jr., 913 N. Lee St., Bloomington, III. 
61701. 


FAN CLUB NEWS 


The following have fan clubs for the 
player or team indicated. Please write to 
them for information. 


CARL YASTRZEMSKI 

and JIMMY ELLIS 

David Clark 

30 Clifford Drive 

West Hartford, Conn. 06107 


SPORTS CLUB 

Clyde Matsuska 

1459 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 


ROGER METZGER 
and JACK HIATT 
Guy Simmons 

215 S. 2nd Street 
Eunice, La. 70535 
or Ted McManus 
P.O. Box 642 
Eunice, La. 70535 


DUANE JOSEPHSON, 
STEVE KEALEY 

and JOSE ORTIZ 
Laurie Wojciechowski 
4445 N. Major 
Chicago, Ill. 60630 


DON KESSINGER 
Sue Leschak 

4840 W. Dakin Street 
Chicago, Ill. 60641 


REGGIE CLEVELAND 
Arthur Silber 

2117 College Street 
Montreal 378, Quebec 


WES PARKER 

Tom Runkle 

1334 Cedar Lake Road 
Round Lake Beach, Ill. 60073 


CHICAGO CUBS 

Jim Ascher 

509 Declaration Road 
Virginia Beach, Va. 23462 


DETROIT TIGERS 
Ray Sherman 

406 River 

Cadillac, Mich. 49601 


The following would like to join fans 
clubs for the players or teams indicated. 
If you have the fan club please write to 
them. 


FRANK ROBINSON, 
CARL YASTRZEMSKI, 
BALTIMORE ORIOLES, 
ROBERTO CLEMENTE, 
HANK AARON 

and VIDA BLUE 

John Abbott 

Hilton Road 

Hilton, N.Y. 14468 


TIM MCCARVER 
Willis Kern Jr. 

913 N. Lee Street 
Bloomington, Ill. 61701 


If you are troubled by thinning hair, 
dandruff, itchy scalp, if you fear approach- 
ing baldness, read the rest of this statement 
carefully. It may mean the difference to you 
between saving your hair and losing the rest 
of it to eventual baldness. 

Baldness is simply a matter of subtraction. 
When the number of new hairs fail to equal 
the number of falling hair, you end up minus 
your head of hair (bald). Why not avoid bald- 
ness by preventing unnecessary loss of hair? 
Why not turn the tide of battle on your head 
by eliminating needless causes of hair loss 
and give Nature a chance to grow more hair 
for you? Many of the country’s dermatologists 
and other foremost hair and scalp specialists 
believe that seborrhea, a common scalp dis- 
order, causes hair loss. What is seborrhea? It 
is a bacterial infection of the scalp that can 
eventually cause permanent damage to the 
hair follicles. Its visible evidence is “thinning” 
hair. Its end result is baldness. Its symptoms 
are dry, itchy scalp, dandruff, oily hair, head 
scales, and progressive hair loss. 

So, if you are beginning to notice that your 
forehead is getting larger, beginning to 
notice that there is toc much hair on your 
comb, beginning to be worried about the dry- 


Male pattern baldness is the cause of 
the great majority of cases of baldness 
and excessive hair loss. In such cases 
neither the Comate treatment nor any 
other treatment is effective. 


An Important Message 


To Every Man And Woman 


In America 


ness of your hair, the itchyness of your scalp, 
the ugly dandruff — these are Nature’s Red 
Flags warning you of impending baldness. 
Even if you have been losing your hair for 
some time, don’t let seborrhea rob you of the 
rest of your hair. 


HOW COMATE WORKS 
ON YOUR SCALP 


The development of an amazing new hair 
and scalp medicine called Comate is specifi- 
cally designed to control seborrhea and stop 
the hair loss it causes. It offers the opportunity 
to thousands of men and women losing their 
hair to bacterial infection to reverse the battle 
they are now losing on their scalps. By stop- 
ping this impediment to normal hair growth, 
new hairs can grow as Nature intended. 

This is how Comate works: (1) It combines 


.in a single scalp treatment the essential cor- 


rective factors for normal hair growth. By its 
rubifacient action it stimulates blood circu- 
lation to the scalp, thereby supplying more 
nutrition to still-alive hair follicles. (2) As a 
highly effective antiseptic, Comate kills on 
contact the seborrhea-causing scalp bacteria 
believed to be a cause of baldness. (3) By its 


Note To Doctors 
Doctors, clinics and hospitals inter- 


ested in scalp disorders can obtain 
professional samples and literature on 
written request. 


Losing His Or Her Hair 


keratolitic action it dissolves ugly dandruff. 
By tending to normalize the lubrication of the 
hair shaft it corrects excessively dry and oily 
hair. It eliminates head scales and scalp itch. 

In short, Comate offers you in a single 
treatment the best that modern medicine has 
developed for the preservation of your hair. 
There is no excuse today except ignorance 
for any man or woman to neglect seborrhea 
and pay the penalty of hair loss. 


COMATE IS 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED 


To you we offer this UNCONDITIONAL 
GUARANTEE. Treat your scalp to Comate in 
your own home, following the simple direc- 
tions. See for yourself in your own mirror how 
after a few treatments,Comate makes your 
hair look thicker and alive. How Comate ends 
your dandruff, stops your scalp itch. How 
Comate gives your hair a chance to grow. 
Most men and women report results after the 
first treatment, some take longer. But we say 
this to you. If, for any reason, you are not 
completely satisfied with the improvement in 
your own case — AT ANY TIME — return 
the unused portion for a prompt refund. No 
questions asked. 

But don't delay. For the sake of your hair, 
order Comate today. Nothing — not even 
Comate — can grow hair from dead follicles. 
Fill out the coupon now, and take the first 
step toward a good head of hair again. 


©1962 Comate Corporation, 


“1 used to comb out a hand- 
ful of hair at a time, Now 1 
only get 4-6 on my comb. 
The terrible itching has 
stopped." 

—L.H.M., Los Angeles, Cal. 


“My hair has improved. It 
used to fall out by handfuls. 
Comate stopped it on 
falling out." —D. 
Oklahoma iy. ona: 


“My hair has quit falling 
out and getting thin.” 
—D. W. G., c/o FPO., N. Y. 


“My husband has tried many 
treatments and spent a great 
deal of money on his scalp. 
Nothing helped until he 
started using your formula.” 
—Mrs. R. LeB, Piqua, Ohio 


“Comate is successful in 
every way you mention, Used 
it only a few days and can 
see the big chert in my 
scalp and hav 

—C.E.H..N Richland, Wash. 


“My hair was thin at the 
temples, and all over. Now 
if looks so much thicker, 
1 can tell it.” 

—Miss C.T.,San Angelo, Tex, 


cen my hair looks quite 
tc! 
—F. J. K., Chicago, Il 


“My hair had been coming 
out and breaking off for 
about 21 years and Comate 
has improved it so much." 

—Mrs. J. E., Lisbon, Ga. 


“I've used a good many dif- 
ferent “tonics.” But until 1 
ir'ed Comate, | had no re- 
sults. Now I'm rid of dan- 
Groff, and itchy scalp. My 
hair looks thicker.” 

—G. E., Alberta, Canada 


“Used it twice and my hair 
has already stopped falling.” 
—R. H., Corona, Cal. 


“No trouble with dandrutt 
since | BinieS using it.” 
—L. W. , Galveston, Tex, 


“It really has improved my 
hair in one week, and | know 
what the result will be in 
three more. | am so happy 
ee tie 1 had to write!” 

—Mrs. H. J., McComb, Miss. 
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COMATE CORPORATION Dept. 9211A 
21 West 44th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036 


Please send at once the complete COMATE hair and scalp 
treatment (60 days’ supply) in ploin wrapper. | must be 
completely sotisfied with the results of the treatment, or 
you GUARANTEE prompt ond full refund upon return of 
unused portion. 
© Enclosed find $10 (check, cosh, money order). Send 
postpoid. 
© Send COD | will pay postman $10 plus about $1.50 
in postal charges on delivery. Save the $1.50 by en- 
closing $10, (Canada, foreign, APO, FPO, add S0¢—No (.0.D. 


Nome 
Address 


City ——_____ — : ip . 
RUSH THIS NO-RISK COUPON TODAY! 


Luis Aparicio of Boston claims he 
was embarrassed at the overwhelming 
lead he compiled in gaining the starting 


shortstop’s position in the All-Star 
game. 

“You have to respect the fans, but I 
didn’t expect to make it hitting .200,” 
the little Venezuelan commented. ‘“‘T 
voted for Belanger (the Orioles’ Mark) 
myself. Everybody said Leo Cardenas of 
Minnesota, but this guy (Belanger) is the 
best shortstop in the league.” 

Belanger’s every-day manager and the 
AL’s pilot for the classic showed his re- 
spect for Luis’ ability by keeping him in 
the lineup the entire game. 


Defensive end Fred Dryer of the New 
York Giants argues against the charges 
of Dave Meggyesy, George Sauer and 
others that football dehumanizes its par- 
ticipants. 

“A lot of guys make it more in their 
heads than it really is,” says Dryer. “I 
don’t agree with Sauer or Meggyesy. 
There are guys playing football because 
they love it and enjoy it. You play 
something you love and get paid for it, 
it’s a rare thing in America. If they let it 
bum them, what kind of people are 
they? I don’t feel dehumanized because 
I keep my individualism, I’m never go- 
ing to be a non-individual, a stamped 
out person.” 


Lee Trevino, winner of the US. 
Open, British Open and Canadian Open 
this year, offers this insight into his golf- 
ing philosophy: 

“T never give up even if | sometimes 
look like it. I could be in Vietnam dodg- 
ing rockets. I’d rather be putting those 
two footers. I don't go well when every- 
thing is running smooth. I have to get 
mad at myself to get charged up. Show 
me a man who is calm and he never 
makes any money. To be a hustler, you 
have to get mad.” 


Boston writers asked Ted Williams 
whom he thought the promising young 
batters in the American League were. 


% 


The last of the .400 hitters said he was 
extremely.sorry to say that in his esti- 
mation there weren’t any. 

Williams, incidentally, is advocating a 
rule that would make it mandatory for a 
club to announce at game time whether 
its players on military duty will be avail- 
able at any time during the game. 


Author George Plimpton, who wrote 
Paper Lion, found out that the Balti- 
more Colts are just as tough as the De- 
troit Lions. He suffered a bloody nose 
and a dislocated thumb while working 
out at the Super Bowl champions’ camp 
in mid-July. He also limped off the field 
after his legs took a beating. 


A good example of the extreme dis- 
appointment of Boston Bruin fans over 
the team’s failure to win the Stanley 
Cup is the fact that Bobby Orr’s hockey 
stick went for only $130 in a sports auc- 
tion on Boston’s educational TV net- 
work. Last year, the same item went for 
$1,000. 


Willie Mays let the nation know on 
the Dick Cavett Show that he is dis- 
pleased at references to his age. *‘Hey,” 
Willie snapped at Cavett, “why does ev- 
eryone want to ask about my age? I 
may play three or four more years.” 

Cavett cut back in with: “George 
Blanda is 43 andhe...” 

“Blanda is only a place-kicker,” said 
Willie. “‘He comes on and plays a few 
seconds once a week. I play every day. 
Are we going to discuss football or base- 
ball?” 


National League hitters were not 
very impressed by Vida Blue when they 
faced him in the All-Star game. Johnny 
Bench, Hank Aaron, Joe Torre, Bud 
Harrelson, among others, all thought 
that both Steve Carlton of St. Louis and 
Don Wilson of Houston threw harder. 
They did concede that Blue might have 
been somewhat nervous in his first All- 
Star appearance but Hank Aaron said: 
“When they say that he throws harder 


than Sandy Koufax, they are lying. 
Koufax threw harder on a bad day.” 


Vic Hadfield has succeeded Bob Nev- 
in (who was traded to Minnesota) as 
captain of the New York Rangers. Had- 
field, a 10-year veteran, becomes the 
Rangers’ 14th captain in 46 seasons. 

“Vic has all the qualities you look 
for in a captain,” said manager-coach 
Emile Francis. “I’m sure he’ll be a popu- 
lar choice.” Said Hadfield: “I wish the 
new season could start tomorrow.” 


Lance Rentzel believes the traumatic 
events following his morals offense 
charge in Dallas have had a cathartic 
effect on him. 

“Pve learned a lot about people and 
I've learned to appreciate my wife and 
family,’ Lance said. “I’ve had to take a 
hard, long look at myself and that’s 
something that few of us ever get a 
chance to do. But I had to do it. 

“Pye come out of this thing with my 
feet on the ground. Yes, I’m a religious 
person, and I’ve strengthened this 
foundation. One can only take care of 
so much. I believe I’m a better man than 
I was, and I hope to prove it.” 


Although he had not started a game 
in more than a month, Dodger third 
baseman Bill Grabarkewitz received 
more than 65,000 All-Star votes. The 
clue may lie in a letter a youngster 
wrote to Bill. “I voted for you 125 
times,” the fan revealed. 


Mrs. Margaret Dryden, mother of 
Montreal’s brilliant young goalie, Ken, 
claims that her son is not as calm as he 
appears to be on the ice. “I suspect he’s 
very excited inside,’ says Mrs. Dryden. 

Mom, however, is pleased with the 
way her son handles success. “It hasn’t 
seemed to bother him,” she says. “Ken 
seems to be able to take things in 
stride.” 


“Guys have got to play hurt,” said 
hard-nosed Joe Kapp in referring to the 
Patriots’ top receiver, Ron Sellers. ““Ron 
Sellers can’t keep coming out of games. 
He’s a great pass catcher but he’s got to 
stay in there. He’s got to say, ‘Dammit, 
the tackle’s playing hurt, [PI play 
hurt.” ” 


If the front-running Athletics repre- 
sent the American League in the World 
Series this fall, the Oakland Raiders will 
be forced to shift their NFL game 
against Denver, which is scheduled in 
Oakland for Oct. 10. And, if the Series 
happens to go seven games, the Raiders 
would also have to change their Oct. 17 
contest against Philadelphia, It takes 
three days to convert the Oakland Coli- 
seum from baseball to football and the 
cost ranges from $5,000 to $7,000. 
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- BODYBUILDING 
COURSE - 


INTRODUCING 


THE BODYBUILDING SYSTEM THAT GUARANTEES — 


YOU'LL PUT ON INCHES OF POWERFUL 
MUSCLES ON YOUR BODY! 


At last, NEW bodybuilding secrets are now available 


for your use. Finally, after years of experimenting 
we have come up with the fastest muscle building 
system in the world. Our course really works — 
thousands have taken our course and have obtained 
fantastic results. Right in the privacy or your own 
bedroom, you can completely transform your body. 


You can have POWERFUL MUSCLES FAST .. . not by 
years and years of hard work . . . but by simply fol- 
lowing our fascinating system...a system that 
works so fast you can see results from day to day! 
Isn’t that the kind of course you want? We abso- 
lutely guarantee results. 


HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE LETTERS WE HAVE RECEIVED — 


“Wow! I'm making fantastic ‘*In just 3 weeks | have gained 
gains, following your new  1%'' on my arms and 4’’ on my 
method of muscle building. | chest. | have also lost 4°’ 
never knew it could be so easy off my waist. Your course is 


to build muscles."’ 
J. Johnson 


“| was a skinny weakling 
when | enrolled, now |‘ve 
gained 30 pounds in just 45 
days. | am truly amazed, I’m 


going to be dynamite on the 


B. Abbott 


beach.’*’ 


just great! ** 
D. Roberts 


“I’m transforming all the fat 
off my body and changing it 
into rock-hard muscle. It’s 
amazing | have lost 8’* off 
my waist. | can actually see 
my muscles growing from day 
to day.*’ 

P. Williams 


**| have gained 20 pounds in 
just 30 days and | have gained 
over 6 inches on my chest. | 
find that my power has dou- 
bled. In sports | am a winner 
in everything | do.”’ 

B. Daniels 


**| have gained 5°’ on my arms 
and 12’* on my chest, while 
losing 3’' off my waist. | have 
tripled my power and speed. 
Thanks for what you have done 
for me!l‘’ 

M. Robinson 


MORRIE MITCHELL GAINED 65 POUNDS OF MUSCLE WHILE 
FOLLOWING OUR ‘REVOLUTIONARY NEW METHODS’ ON 
BODYBUILDING. 


TAKE YOUR CHOICE! You Can DoThis... 


%& DOUBLE OR TRIPLE YOUR STRENGTH in record 
time! It wouldn’t take long before you can per- 
form feats of strength. 


% BUILD HUGE — GIANT SIZE muscles — fast. 
You'll have bulging muscles before you know it. 


% TRIM YOUR WAIST by following ultra-modern meth- 
ods. It won’t take long before your waist shows 
washboard abdominal muscles. 


% GAIN WEIGHT — You can actually gain up to 50 
pounds of rock-hard muscle. 


%& LOSE FAT — You'll find it easy to get rid of ex- 
cess fat and replace it with muscle. 


%& FEEL 100% BETTER — You can’t help but feel ae 
once you own a muscular body. 


] UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING 
Box 485, Dept.B-3 
| Dearborn, Mich. 48121 


| Shoot the ‘works’ to me free! Rush me ail 
that free muscle-building information, so that 
| can add inches of powerful muscles — all in 
the privacy of my home. | am sending 25¢ to 
help cover postage and handling costs. | am 
i under no obligation. (Please print) C 
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“WHY FM GLAD 


“| know some very young people who let fame 
handle them,”’ says the Raider champion of 
middle-aged America who sees his on-the- 
field heroics as having a direct - 
bearing on the generation gap. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Jim Scott 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 


FAME CAME LATE’ 
GEORGE BLANDA 


Sunday afternoon got to be known as the “George Blanda Hour” on national television last 
season, Above he kicked a field goal in final three seconds as Oakland gained a tie with the 
Chiefs. At L. he throws pass over hands of Colts’ Bubba Smith. At R. George shows grip. 


EORGE FREDERICK Blanda is 
the greatest substitute (for Daryle 
Lamonica) since margarine. 
More than that he, at 43, rates as the 
greatest athlete the world has ever 
known at his age, the only man to play 
pro ball in four decades. 

In fact, America took him to her bos- 
om in 1970-71, when he also was named 
as the most outstanding athlete in the 
nation. 

What Old George did, of course, was 
to save the Oakland Raiders from defeat 
in five consecutive games to land them 
in the playoffs for the fourth straight 
season. 

From the end of the 1970 campaign 
to the start of the 1971 Blanda found 
himself a folk hero. 

Norman Mailer, author of “Of a Fire 
on the Moon,” was asked at a book lun- 
cheon if the Astronauts weren’t the true 


heroes of our time to most Americans. 

“No, though they might be for kids,” 
he replied. “My own hero is George 
Blanda, who’s about my age. If heroism 
means grace under pressure, then 
George fits the role. He has the warmth, 
which the astronauts could never 
achieve.” 

Hundreds of cities sought to honor 
him at community banquets. Blanda 
agreed to visit 25 at a fee of $1,000 
each, plus expenses. 

Like a conquering hero, Geriatric 
George received the red-carpet treat- 
ment at every stop. Perhaps the honor 
he appreciated most came from Milwau- 
kee, where he was presented the only 
personally authorized award by the late 
Vince Lombardi, handed him by Vince’s 
widow, Marie. 

The trophy was based on dedication. 
The emcee, Howard Cosell, explained it 


to the huge crowd, viz: “Dedication 
means different things, but to Lombardi 
it was the willingness to pay the price in 
pursuit of excellence. Blanda has cer- 
tainly paid the price.” 

Before the start of the 1971 season, 
George served as a salesman, singer, 
trophy collector, television personality 
and banquet speaker. 

Blanda is a national account execu- 
tive and part-owner of a Chicago-based 
express company (Railway Express) 
and, wherever he went, he also hustled 
business. 

“I found all doors were open to me 
now,” said George, laughter playing in 
his pale blue eyes. “So I’ve been darting 
in to hang up sales.” 

Betty, his wife, once said she’d never 
be surprised at anything George did. 
But, since she never heard her husband 
sing, she was stunned when he cut a rec- 
ord for Daybreak. 

At first Blanda was asked just to re- 
cite as did Walter Brennan in ‘“Septem- 


ber Song.” But the director, Sonny 
Burke, liked his baritone voice. 

So George sang Stewart Hamblin’s 
vintage classic, ““This Old House” and, 
on the other side, a tune just written for 
him, “It’s Never Too Late.” 

“George was shaky at first as he nev- 
er was in football,” said Burke. “But we 
got him to singing just like he was ina 
shower. This settled him down. And he 
sounded all right.” 

Blanda also was thrilled to receive 
the Bert Bell Trophy since he was the 
first from the AFL to do so. And in the 
poll for the AFC’s player of the year, it 
was strictly no contest. George collected 
23 votes. In second place were his team- 
mate, Lamonica, and Baltimore’s John 
Unitas, each with two votes. 

Last June, his tour about over, Blan- 
da joined other quarterbacks at Bill Har- 
tah’s prestigious golf tournament. 

Relaxing over a drink, he shook his 
wavy thatch of brown hair in disbelief. 

“All these awards still seem like a 
crazy dream to me,” he said. “Why I 
threw 36 touchdown passes in one sea- 
son and kicked 456 extra points in the 
AFL before last season—and nothing 
happened. Nobody cared. 

“But now I kick a couple of field 
goals and throw a couple of touchdown 
passes and all of a sudden I’m a big 
hero.”’ (He’s more than that in Oakland. 
One late season sign proclaimed, “God 


Some of Blanda’s key teammates on the Raiders are Hewritt Dixon (35, above), who was third 
in rushing in the AFC in 1970 with 861 yards; Warren Wells (81, L., below), who caught 43 
passes, and regular QB Daryle Lamonica (3, below), whom George bailed out many times. 
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is Alive and wearing No. 16 for us”). 

The difference, of course, was in tim- 
ing. Jack Benny couldn’t have done it 
better. What George did was compress 
all his heroics into the last few minutes 
of five games. 

Verily, Sunday afternoon became the 
George Blanda hour on national televi- 
sion as he re-enacted “The Perils of Pau- 
line.”” His heroics shook up Northern 
California such as nothing else had since 
the earthquake of 1906. 

Blanda reminded one strongly of a 
skilled surgeon working over a suppos- 


wasn’t satisfied. With three seconds re- 
maining, George hit a 52-yard field goal 
to win the game, 23-20. 

The following week at Denver, the 
Raiders found themselves behind, 
19-17, with four minutes to go. Plainly, 
it was time for the weekly Blanda mira- 
cle. Though nothing was wrong with La- 
monica, George was rushed out on the 
field. Unable to move before against the 
stiff Bronco defense, the Raiders were 
promptly ignited by Blanda, who took 
them on an 80-yard touchdown drive. 
He nailed Fred Biletnikoff on a 20-yard 


shoe. “| don’t want to retire until the Raiders win the NFL title,” says the 43-year-old star. 


edly dying victim, trying to revive him. 

He had all the tools of a surgeon, and 
he displayed the same confidence as he 
bent over the victim. His scalpel was his 
strong right arm, his toe the life-giving 
oxygen. 

Blanda started his incredible 1970 
season Oct. 25 when he replaced the in- 
jured Lamonica and proceeded to throw 
three touchdown passes to whip Pitts- 
burgh, 31-14. 

Lamonica, known as “The Mad 
Bomber,” played the whole game at 
Kansas City the next week. But, with 
three seconds left, Blanda again was 
called up. This time he kicked a 48-yard 
field goal against the wind for a 17-17 
tie, which put the Raiders in first place 
in the AFC West. : 

The third Sunday Blanda was called 
in with Cleveland leading, 20-13, and 
only four minutes to go. Under a blister- 
ing rush, which he so dearly loves, 
George hummed a 14-yard pass to War- 
ren Wells to tie up the game. But he still 


pass for a 24-19 victory for Oakland. 

On Nov. 22, the Raiders tried to get 
by against San Diego—and almost made 
it—without their old warrior. But, with 
seven seconds left, George was again 
summoned, this time to kick a 19-yard 
field goal for a 20-17 conquest. 

Many football observers feel that the 
Raiders would have run away with the 
NFL title last season, instead of losing 
to champion Baltimore in the semifi- 
nals, had Blanda been given more play- 
ing time. After all, he was never injured; 
in fact, he never even seemed to be out 
of breath. 

Once, when Coach John Madden 
apologized for using him so much, 
George couldn’t understand it. ‘Hell, I 
haven’t had a real good workout this 
season,” he countered. 

What puzzles football authorities is 
why Blanda is so awesomely effective 
every time he enters the game, even 
though he always comes in “‘cold.” 

One of his key protectors, Gene Up- 


shaw, the big guard, has an explanation 


‘for this. 


“George is actually playing the game 
in his head on the sidelines,”’ explained 
Upshaw. “He studies the enemy de- 
fenses. He knows what will work and 
what won’t. When he comes in, he has 
outlined in his mind every play he will 
call.” 

“How is Blanda in practice? Does he 
work as hard as the younger players?” 

Gene laughed. “You better believe 
it,” he said. “‘He works hard on his kick- 
ing and passing game, and, when we run, 


he runs as hard as anyone else. He’s no 
slowpoke. That’s why the rush never 
bothers him, that and his fast release. 
George is just a wonderful specimen, 
both physically and mentally. Real good 
in everything he does. In golf, he has a 5 
handicap. Geez, he might as well play at 
scratch. And I don’t think he’s ever lost 
a card game on our plane rides.” 

“But how does George manage to 
pick up the entire team?” 

“It must be because we know he’ll 
come through,” related Upshaw, “and 
we just give our all to help him out. 
George plays largely by rote. He’s seen 
every situation a hundred times before. 
And he knows how to beat any defense. 
He sets up quick. It’s all second nature 
to him now. Most anyone can become 
good at anything after years of working 
on it. It doesn’t happen though in sports 
for the body wears out. Not George’s, 
however. He still has the look of an ath- 
lete about him. You notice how he at- 

(Continued on page 50) 
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_A NEW 
LOOK AT ED 
KRANEPOOL 


Prime prospect at 17—“‘has been” at 25—the 
big slugger’s finally begun to see a few things 
in a new light. And at age 26, he might be 
just coming into his very own at last. 


Specially Written for AH-Star Sports 


By Bert Rosenthal 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 


HE air was crackling with tension 

and excitement. More than 
50,000 spectators were jammed into 
Shea Stadium on the final day of June 
1971. They were there to watch the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, number one team in 
the National League’s Eastern Division, 
play the New York Mets, their closest 
pursuers, They were also there to watch 
Nolan Ryan, the Mets’ flame-throwing 
right-hander and possibly the fastest 
pitcher in baseball, challenge the Pirates’ 
Willie Stargell, the game’s hottest hitter. 
Stargell, off to a torrid start, already 
had broken the record for the most 
homers through the month of June with 
28. 

It was a classic matchup—and Ryan 
won, striking out Stargell three consecu- 
tive times. But Ryan was not around at 
the finish. The combination of 86 de- 
gree temperature, stifling humidity and 
the chore of running out a triple in the 
seventh inning forced him to retire. 
Danny Frisella worked the last two inn- 
ings, preserving a 4-0 Met victory and 


getting Stargell on a grounder to second. 


But when the game was over, the 
night’s hero was not Ryan. Nor was it 
Frisella. And, of course, it was not Star- 
gell. It was Ed Kranepool, the long neg- 
lected and often abused Met first base- 
man. Kranepool had homered in the sec- 
ond inning off Steve Blass for the only 
run the Mets really needed. It tied him 
with ex-Met Ron Swoboda for the club 
lead in career homers with 69. 
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“| went to spring training determined to work as hard as | could, but | really didn’t think I 


would make it,” says Kranepool. “I’m glad the Mets had faith. It’s nice to go to the ball 
park and know you are in the lineup and can concentrate on getting ready for the pitcher.” 


His second time up, Kranepool beat 
out an infield bouncer, not an easy task 
for a slow-moving, 6-3, 215-pounder. 
Then, in the sixth inning, Kranepool fol- 
lowed a single by Cleon Jones with his 
third straight hit. A single by Ken Bos- 
well scored Jones, and another hit by 
Jerry Grote sent Kranepool charging for 
the plate. He made it with a hard slide, 
kicking up a storm of dust around 
home. “‘I like to run,” he said afterward. 
“It’s fun. I'd like to be like Buddy Har- 
relson and Tommie Agee and steal lots 
of bases.” 

That’s like Harrelson saying he would 
like to be like Stargell and hit lots of 
home runs. Kranepool is in his tenth 
season with the Mets—he is the only 


player to have spent at least part of each 
season with the club during its entire 
existence—and he had stolen exactly 
nine bases. In his first three attempts 
this year, he was thrown out three 
times. But it reflected a significant 
change in attitude on the part of the 
26-year-old Kranepool. In the past, he 
had been severely criticized for his lack 
of hustle. Now, everyone had come to 
praise him. 

The fans cheered him. “It’s nice to 
hear the cheers instead of the boos,” he - 
said. “It’s nice to know that somebody’s 
in your corner.” 

His teammates cheered him. ‘“The Ed 
Kranepool you are seeing now is the 
Kranepool the Mets were looking for for 
a long time,” said All-Star pitcher Tom 
Seaver, who, in the past, had rapped 
Kranepool’s lackadaisical attitude. “‘Get- 
ting rid of Ron Swoboda helped him. 
Maybe they found company in their 
misery when they were together, but 
Kranepool is a little different now. He 
hustles on the field . . . he’s more aggres- 
sive at the plate .. . and you should hear 
him on the bench. He’s a holler guy 
now.” 

To Seaver’s suggestion that the trad- 
ing of Swoboda helped him, Kranepool 
said, ““Bull.”” He added: “The big differ- 
ence is that I’m seeing the ball better 
than ever and I’m swinging better. I’m 
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seeing the inside and the outside pitch 
and I’m hitting them. I’m more aggres- 
sive this year than I’ve ever been.I’m at- 
tacking the ball more than I did in my 
younger years. I knew I had to, because 
I felt that this would be my last shot 
with the Mets.” 

And his manager cheered him. “I’ve 
never seen Kranepool swing the bat bet- 
ter than he is right now,” said Gil 
Hodges. “He has become an aggressive 
hitter. That’s the difference. He’s going 
up there and swinging instead of being a 
defensive hitter the way he used to be.” 

For Hodges to say anything nice 
about him was quite an admission. For 
one thing, Hodges says very little about 
any of his players—or to any of his play- 
ers. And secondly, Kranepool had verb- 
ally blasted his manager during spring 
training. “He’s got about as much con- 
fidence in me as | have in him,” said the 
big first baseman. 

Kranepool had gone to spring train: 
ing in St. Petersburg, Fla., from his 
home in South Farmingdale, N.Y., with 
the attitude that he would not be play- 
ing for the Mets this season. “All I want 
to do this spring is get in shape and 
maybe impress one of the 23 other 
clubs,”’ he said. “I know I’m not going 
to be playing for the Mets this year. Not 
after last year. Not after 47 official at- 
bats. I hope they trade me. I’m not ask- 


Kranepool was praised by management and fans 
alike for his hustling play this season. Below, Ed 
dove to first in attempt to get Reds’ Concepcion. 
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Two men who have seen less action because 
of the reformation of Kranepool are first 
baseman Donn Clendenon (below), who was 
only being used against left-handed pitchers; 
and first baseman-outfielder Art Shamsky 
(24, above), who felt as if he had been forgot- 
ten. Kranepool’s consistent play earned him 
nickname “Steady Eddie” from teammates. 


ing to be traded, but I expect to be trad- 
ed.” 

With Donn Clendenon, Art Shamsky 
and Mike Jorgensen also available for 
first base duty, Kranepool didn’t expect 
to play much—if at all—this season. “Of 
course, you never can tell,” he com- 
mented. “Something could happen to 
one of them and everything would 
change. But the way things are now, I 
don’t see him (Hodges) changing his 
opinion of me. I’m sure this club is go- 
ing to make a deal, but whether I’m in it 
remains to be seen. They have more out- 
fielders than they need and they certain- 
ly have more first basemen than they 
need.” 

Hodges said he did not rate Krane- 
pool as his number four first baseman. 
“Tt would be unfair to do that to him 
publicly,” said Hodges. *“‘He’s down here 
to make the club. All he has to do is 
impress somebody for a short period of 
time.” 

Asked if Kranepool ever had im- 
pressed him, Hodges thought for a 
while, then answered: “When I came 
here, they told me he had hit left- 
handers better than most of our right- 
handed hitters.” 

That was in 1967. Kranepool, how- 
ever, said: “I think he had his mind 
made up about me before he got here.” 

It was the same opinion he believed 
Hodges had of him before spring train- 
ing this year. Nevertheless, he was.deter- 
mined to prove to the other major 
league managers that he could play well. 
“That’s why I busted my butt,” he said. 
“I wanted them to see me and trade for 
me.” 

Hodges saw him and played him. [n- 
stead of playing his way off the team, 
he played his way on it. He beat out the 
other two left-handed hitters, Shamsky 
and Jorgensen, for the starting job 
against right-handed pitchers. And his 
consistency forced the slugging Clen- 
denon onto the bench more than Clen- 
denon liked, and earned him the nick- 
name of “‘Steady Eddie.”” One Met fan 
became so enthralled with Kranepool’s 
play that he unfurled a banner reading 
“Killer Kranepool.” It was far more 
complimentary than the banner that 
was carried during Banner Day 1964, 
which said, “Is Ed Kranepool Over The 
Hill?” At the time, Kranepool was 19 
years old. 

Now, at the age of 26, he finally was 
realizing his potential...a potential 
that seemed evident in high school. At 
James Monroe High School in the 
Bronx, N.Y., he had broken Hall of 
Famer Hank Greenberg’s home run rec- 
ords. Such slugging exploits caused the 
Mets to sign him for an $85,000 bonus 
on June 27, 1962. 

“The Mets promised they would take 
me on a western trip and give me a 
chance to make the big club right 
away,” Kranepool says, “so I signed 


with them. I was supposed to fly to 
Chicago the next day to talk to the 
White Sox, and [ also had an appoint- 
ment with the Yankees.” 

Yankee Manager Ralph Houk was 
not disappointed in losing Kranepool. “1 
saw Kranepool as a kid and knew the 
kind of money he wanted,” remembers 
Houk. “We didn’t care that we didn’t 
get him. We didn’t think he was worth 
it. He couldn’t pull the ball and left- 
handed hitters have to pull in Yankee 
Stadium.” 

Duke Snider, the ex-Brooklyn 
Dodger star who joined the Mets in 
1963, was another who didn’t think 
Kranepool pulled the ball enough, 
Snider, a sharp left-handed pull hitter 
who used to drive shots at the right field 
wall in Brooklyn’s old Ebbets Field, 
tried to offer Kranepool some advice. 
“Pull, Ed, pull,” he said. “If you want 
to make a living in this game, you’d bet- 
ter learn how to pull the ball,” 

Kranepool, all of 18 at the time, 
snapped at the veteran. ‘Why don’t you 
shut up,” he bristled. “You’re not going 
so good.” : 

Snider cursed at Kranepool and 
turned away. “It wasn’t all that bad,” 
Kranepool says now. “Duke didn’t 
know that Casey (Manager Casey Sten- 
gel) had ordered me to hit straight 
away. I was going bad and you can’t get 
organized until you hit straight away. 
The papers made too much out of it.” 

This season, Kranepool is going with 
the pitch. If it’s inside, he’s pulling it 
toward right field, like he did with the 
homer against Blass. The ball sailed high 
and deep over the right field fence. If 
the pitch is down the middle, he’s hit- 
ting it toward center field, like he did 
with the two singles against Pittsburgh. 
And if he’s pitched on the outside, he’s 
been punching the ball toward left field. 
“Maybe at 26, I’ve finally reached my 
potential,” he says. 

He apparently has. His metamor- 
phosis from a lethargic, sulking, some- 
times first baseman in New York and 
Tidewater (the Mets’ International 
League farm club) into a hustling, ag- 
gressive, tough player is one of the most 
remarkable turnovers in years. Krane- 
pool says the changeover is due to many 
factors, including an opportunity to 
play, new determination and confid- 
ence, and the possibility of leaving New 
York. 

In his first nine years with the Mets, 
Kranepool charges he never played long 
enough to make an impression. “I! play- 
ed four games in a row once,” he recalls. 
“| got four hits and the next day I was 
on the bench. Is that what you call a 
chance?” 

In reply, Hodges says, “It’s a free 
country. A man can say what he 
wants.” 

And Seaver adds: “He batted nearly 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Eller (81) deflects pass thrown by Patriots’ Joe Kapp at L. and (along with Jim Marshall, 70) rushes Rams’ Roma 
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n Gabriel above. ‘I hate 


quarterbacks,” the Vikings’ “Secretary of Defense” and All-Pro defensive end says. “I look at it this way,” he adds, “the quarterback has talent 
and |! have talent. It's just a matter of matching my talent against his. | want to be the best player in the National Football League.” 


The “Moose” contends his life revolves around hating quarterbacks. 
But there is much more to him than that. He prides himself on never 
losing his cool. He’s done a lot of thinking about the future. And he 
knows his joy in hitting people will get him 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Ben Olan 


Associated Press Sports Reporter 


HE CORRECT terminology for 
Carl Eller’s work for six months 
of each year starting in training camp in 
July is: Defensive lineman for the Min- 
nesota Vikings. However, the great pro 
football pass rusher hardly lets a few 
seconds rush by when asked his inter- 
pretation of what his occupation is. “I 
hate quarterbacks,” he states simply and 
emphatically. 
Carl Eller stands 6-foot-6 and weighs 
255 pounds. He is aptly called “‘Moose”’ 
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by his teammates and “Sir” by anyone 
else in full possession of his faculties. 
The 29-year-old, who migrated from 
Winston Salem, N.C. to an All-American 
collegiate career at the University of 
Minnesota, is in his eighth season in the 
National Football League. A defensive 
end with a fierce pass rush, he is the 
cornerstone of the Vikings’ “‘Purple Peo- 
ple Eater” defense. 

Moose Eller has gone after his rush to 
greatness with the same single-minded- 
ness that takes him over the tackles and 
into the quarterbacks Sunday after Sun- 
day. “‘My attitude is necessary for that. 
Football is my everything. I’ve got no 
time or place for anything else. It’s hard 
for anything to interfere with my foot- 
ball. The world could end, I guess, and 


where he wants to go. 


I'd still be playing. Playing, and working 
to do better.” 

The Viking stalwart’s hard work has 
paid off. He is generally regarded as the 
best in the 26-team NFL at his position. 
Two years ago the mountainous end 
helped his team win the NFL title al- 
though it was upset by Kansas City of 
the AFL in the Super Bowl game. Last 
season, Minnesota captured the Central 
Division championship before being 
beaten by San Francisco in a post- 
season playoff game. 

The Central Division, which also in- 
cludes the improved Detroit Lions, 
Chicago Bears and Green Bay Packers, 
the latter under new coach Dan Devine 
of the University of Missouri, is often 
referred to as the “Black and Blue 
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Eller (81) tackles Mel Farr (24) of Detroit (above) while Alan Page (88) hassles Joe Namath 
(12, below). Other members of the Vikings’ front four include Jim Marshall and Gary 
Larsen. ‘’Self-discipline has a lot to do with their success,” notes Viking coach Bud Grant. 


Eller believes it is an appropri- 
“It’s the nature of the teams,” 


League.” 
ate title. 
he explains. “The Lions, Bears and 
Packers are physical teams and so are 
the Vikings. We rely on personnel, on 
sound fundamentals and a sound ap- 
proach to the game.I think it has a lot 
to do with the coaching, the kind that 
was established in this division by Vince 
Lombardi, George Halas and Bud Grant. 

“Defenses are primary and when 
that’s the case you’re going to have a lot 
of tough going. It makes a difference 
because we all play each other twice and 
they’re hard games. You'll find these 
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teams tougher defensively than any oth- 
ers. Whenever you play in a division 
with three other teams that don’t give 
up many points it’s kind of tough.” 

Eller always has been tough, but in 
his early years as a professional (al- 
though it is rather difficult to believe 
now), he was not as aggressive as he 
should have been. At least, his first pro 
coach, Norm Van Brocklin, thought so. 
“Eller needs to be more aggressive,” 
Van Brcoklin said. “When he stretches 
out and gets after people, nobody can 
hold him. But when he doesn’t, he’s just 
another guy.” 


The big Viking felt otherwise. “It 
takes a couple of years for a defensive 
lineman to mature, to adjust,” he ex- 
plained. He adjusted quickly. Viking 
fans figure there isn’t a quarterback 
Eller can’t get to. They call him the Sec- 
retary of Defense. Carl’s “secret” is his 
first move. “I try to get the offensive 
tackle off balance on my first move,’ he 
points out. “Actually, there are three 
moves involved with the man I work 
against. He reacts to my reaction and 
then | have to react to his. Sometimes, I 
try to get by him with quickness and 
sometimes with strength.” 

The Kansas City Chiefs pose a partic- 
ular problem to the Vikings’ defensive 
ace. “Len Dawson doesn’t stand still,” 
he says, referring to the Chiefs’ star 
quarterback. “His pass protectors move 
with him all the time. Any time you 
have a quarterback who moves, you 
have to adjust your pass rush. The 
Chiefs don’t really have a pssing down. 
What | mean is you can come up to 4 
down that would be a passing down 
with any other team and they may not 
be passing. The Chiefs run a lot of 
downs, say, third and eight, when an- 
other club would almost certainly be 
Passing. 

“If I come up to a passing down, 
there are certain things I can do. I can 
disregard the trap play. I can disregard 
the sweep. But the Chiefs’ offense 
means I have to play pretty much the 
same way all the time. I figure that gives 
them something of an advantage be- 
cause they know how I’m going to be 
playing. If I knew it was going to be a 
passing down, | would have an advan- 
tage because I would be pretty sure 
what they were doing.” 

Eller, who admits to having been a 
disciplinary problem in high school, is a 
real student of the game. “Certain tech- 
niques are good against only some play- 
ers and not against others. You try 
many techniques during a game against 
the player opposite you and through the 
game you eliminate some things that 
just don’t work.” 

The other members of the Vikings’ 
defensive front four are Jim Marshall, 
Gary Larsen and Alan Page. “We feel 
they should be about at their poten- 
tial,” says Bud Grant, the Vikings’ 
coach, “The big men in football don’t 
grow up until they are in their late 20s 
and into their 30s.” Larsen is 31, Mar- 
shall 33 and Page only 26. 

“Self-discipline has had a lot to do 
with their success,” Grant explains. “‘Be- 
fore, the boys tended to try to do it all 
by themselves. If one fellow thought he 
had a chance for a big play, he might 
leave his primary assignment and try to 
make it. Now, they have seen the value 
of working as a disciplined unit. It could 
be our front four is not finished devel- 
oping and may improve even more.” 

Eller is seeking to improve all the 


time and uses every weapon, psychologi- 
cal and otherwise, to do his job. 
Needling an opponent can be effective, 
he says. “To needle a guy,” he points 
out, “you have to have a good book on 
him. You have to know his personality, 
how he reacts to something like that. It 
may make him play better. I once read 
an article on Daryle Lamonica (the Oak- 
land quarterback), and he said he thinks 
he is the best quarterback in football. 
You’ve got something to work with 
there. Certainly, if 1 have something to 
stir a guy up with, I use it.” 

Still, Carl Eller doesn’t get himself so 
stirred up that he can’t perform effec- 
tively. “Really, | never get angry at an 
opponent,” he discloses. “Anger doesn’t 
make you play a better game.” He ad- 
mits to being a loner. He tried a year of 
marriage, but it didn’t work out well. 

Eller didn’t have to claw his way out 
of the ghetto. He was born in Winston- 
Salem in 1942. He wasn’t well off. “But 
though we were poor,” he remembers, 
“it was a question of not knowing it, 
since we were just like everyone else.” 
His father worked as a cement finisher 
for his grandfather and was regularly 
employed until he died in 1955. Carl 
also didn’t have to fight for attention 
from his parents. He was an only child 
—and a big kid. Right from the begin- 
ning he knew that football was going to 
be his sport. He played sandlot ball until 
his sophomore year in high school, by 
which time he stood 64 and weighed 
over 200 pounds. University of Min- 
nesota scouts came around to Winston- 
Salem when Carl was picked to the High 
School All-America team in 1960. He 
enrolled at Minnesota and in his first 
year with the Gophers he went with 
them to the Rose Bowl where they beat 
UCLA. 

Eller enjoyed his stay in college but 
he does not agree now with the educa- 
tors who want to de-emphasize football 
and also raise the scholastic entrance re- 
quirements for athletic scholarships. 
“Why won't the professors and college 
officials consider pro football a profes- 
sion just like they do medicine, law, en- 
gineering and business?” he asks. “If it 
wasn’t for athletic scholarships I would 
never have been able to afford tuition to 
attend college. ’'d probably be working 
as a laborer in Winston-Salem for $100 a4 
week or less. | attended a segregated 
school in Winston-Salem. I’m sure the 
education we received didn’t measure 
up to the standards in the north. So 
when it came time to take the entrance 
exams, I wasn’t as qualified as a student 
who attended a high school in Minne- 
sota. 

“Fortunately,” he adds, “I had a C 
minus average which was good enough 
for a scholarship at Minnesota. When I 
was in high school, the southern colleges 
weren’t playing black athletes. I was 
limited to northern schools. | feel that I 


“| enjoy making a play in the face of odds,” 
says Eller. ‘My state of mind is the newest 
thing about me. Not because of my accom- 
plishments, but because | know now that I 
can meet any challenge, whatever it may be.” 


started out at a higher salary in pro 
football in my rookie year than a gradu- 
ate in law, engineering or some other 
professional school students do in their 
first year. Also, while playing football, I 
can save money to help me get into 
business when I retire. At the same time, 
I also make a lot of contacts and meet a 
number of people who can offer me a 
job that is as good as any other graduate 
of the university can wind up with seven 
or eight years after he is out of college. 
For the black athlete, college and pro 
football are even more important. The 
black athlete gets an opportunity to 
move up the ladder faster with a foot- 
ball background than he would had he 
not played. I don’t know where I would 
be today had [ not been given the op- 
portunity to play.” 

The Vikings are now playing their 
second season without Joe Kapp, the 
colorful and aggressive quarterback 
most often given the credit for leading 
the team to the NFL crown in 1969. 
Gary Cuozzo, who took Kapp’s place 
last season, and Norm Snead, obtained 
from Philadelphia the past off-season, 
are directing the club’s attack. “It’s 
probably a misconception that Kapp 
was our spiritual leader,” Eller points 
out. “He added to our team and exem- 
plified sort of what we stood for as a 
team, but I don’t think we ever had one 
figurehead that responsibility laid upon. 
At any time it might be different play- 
ers who spark a certain amount of emo- 
tion. It’s kind of hard to expect one 
player to give that to you. I think we 
have a lot of leaders. 

“Jim Marshall is probably a great ex- 
ample of what we like to be because 
he’s the kind of guy that’s always ready 
to play. He’s always going to play his 
best game regardless of what his injuries 


might be. This sort of personifies the 
whole spirit of the team. Kapp, being 
the quarterback and the type of quarter- 
back he was, certainly drew more atten- 
tion to himself. I think what happened 
was that the spirit of the team moved 
into the position of quarterback and Joe 
sort of represented the type of team we 
are and the type of image we have. 
Cuozzo is not the rough, brawny and 
wild and fiery type. We had to adjust to 
him and give him the confidence of 
knowing he’s not alone.” 

The Minnesota team is a disciplined, 
immaculately-coached machine under 
Bud Grant’s tight control. On the road 
all players eat their meals together. No- 
body smokes on the player bus or in the 


locker room. Every defensive play is 
sent in from the sideline. Eller’s roaming 
on the field in pursuit of the quarter- 
back is disciplined, too. He moves on 
the quarterback in a determined straight 
line that sheds blockers, sometimes two, 
sometimes even three. The number of 
men in front of Carl does not deter him. 
In a way it spurs him on. “I enjoy 
making the play in the face of odds,” he 
says. “My state of thind is the newest 
thing about me. Not because of my ac- 
complishments, but because I now 
know I can meet any challenge, what- 
ever it might be.” 

Eller has the trademark one sees 
stamped on the brows of many pro 
football players. A tiny lump grows 
dead center on his forehead where the 
helmet presses too tightly against the 
bone of the brow. He lives well. He 
owns a Cadillac limousine and a five- 
bedroom house in northern Minneapo- 
lis. He has earned it all. “I look at it this 
way,” he says, “the quarterback has the 
talent and .J have talent. It’s just a mat- 

(Continued on page 72) 
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A pixie-like manager who 
contends no two men 
can be treated alike and a 
carefully thought out 
blending of youth and 
maturity have turned the 
once sullen Bucs into 
baseball’s merriest crew. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 


By Charley Feeney 
Sports Reporter—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


HE Pittsburgh Pirates sat silently 
on their chartered bus outside of 
Wrigley Field in Chicago. They had just 
lost a tough one to the Chicago Cubs. 
Mudcat Grant, after hurling four 
scoreless innings in relief, had given up a 
12th inning homer to Joe Pepitone for a 
1-0 Chicago victory. 
Danny Murtaugh, the Pirates’ manag- 
er, sat on the front seat on the right side 


Dock Ellis was 14-3 at 
mid-season (including 
12 straight wins) and 
started against Vida 
Blue in All-Star game. 


Four-time NL batting champion Roberto Clemente 
complements the good, young players on the Bucs. 
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Slugger Willie Stargell reached super star sta- 
tus with an incredible first half this season. 
At the All-Star break, he already had 30 


home runs and 87 


runs batted 


of the bus. In a few minutes the bus 
would take the Pirates to Midway Air- 
port for a trip to St. Louis. 

Grant was the last player to board 
the bus. As he stepped aboard, Mur- 
taugh said: 

“Nice goin’ Mud, good job.” 

Danny Murtaugh was serious. He 
wanted Mudcat Grant, a 35-year-old re- 
lief pitcher and a member of seven clubs 
before he joined the Pirates, to know 
that he had done a good job. Anytime a 
relief pitcher throws four scoreless in- 
nings he is doing a good job. 

Murtaugh didn’t complain about the 
pitch to Pepitone which beat the Pi- 
rates. 

Later, on the plane which was taking 
the Pirates to St. Louis, Grant was 
talking about Murtaugh. 

“That man is one fine person and a 
wonderful manager,” Grant said. “He 
knows how to handle people.” 

Anytime a pitcher, after throwing a 
home run ball, receives a compliment 
from his manager it’s got to be some- 
thing special. 

But Murtaugh, who looks much older 


in. 


than his 53 years, doesn’t think he is 
something special. He is a baseball man 
who grew up in Chester, Pa., and has 
battled back from a heart condition to 
take charge of a club that once was con- 
sidered a team cluttered with “bad 
guys.” 

Murtaugh, who managed the Pirates 
to their lone world championship 
(1960) in 44 years, has been the clue in 
the well-knit Pirates who loom as one of 
the strongest clubs in the majors. 

It is no longer a ball club that can 
win only when Roberto Clemente is bat- 
ting .330 and over. It is no longer a ball 
club that will fold if it loses Willie 
Stagell’s home run bat because of an in- 
jury. 

The Pirates are a team of youth. In 
the past three seasons, the Pirates have 
unveiled good, young ball players in 
bunches. 

There’s Bob Robertson, a _ right- 
handed hitting first baseman whose 
home-run bat produced 27 circuits in 
390 at bats in 1970. 

There’s Richie Hebner, a one-time 
hockey player, who is a sweet-swinging 


left-handed hitting third baseman. 
There’s Al Oliver, a former first base- 
man, converted into a center fielder. 
There’s Manny Sanguillen, a Panama- 
nian catcher who rates just behind 
Johnny Bench. 

There’s Dave Cash, a young second 
baseman who proved how good he is 
when he won the job held by Bill 
Mazeroski for 16 years. 

Robertson... Hebner... Oliver... 
Sanguillen... Cash... Would you be- 
lieve that in a year or so all of them 
could be part of the National League 
All-Star team. 

Sanguillen is 
bunch. He’s 26. 

Dock Ellis, a Pirate farm product, is 
26 and has established himself as one of 
the best pitchers in the majors. 

Bob Moose, only 23, has been a Buc 
for four years and someday he figures to 
win big. 

Steve Blass, an old goat because he 
will be 30 years old in April, 1972, re- 
mains young because he rubs backs with 
the real young "uns. 

Luke Walker, 26, has a left arm that 
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the old man of the 


throws the best breaking stuff in the 
league, according to his ex-manager 
Larry Shepard. 

These are the young Bucs who jell 
with the old Bucs who feature Clemente 
and Stargell on the attack and Murtaugh 
and his Irish kisser in the dugout. 

Murtaugh doesn’t treat each player 
the same. 

“Each player has a different tempera- 
ment,” he says. “We have certain rules 
on this club and everybody abides by 
them—or else it costs them. But this 
doesn’t mean that a manager can treat 
every player as if he is a number. 

Richie Hebner is probably the most 
high strung of the Baby Bucs. His 
temper is more under control now than 
it was in the minors a few years ago. 

Hebner struck out and banged his 
right fist against the cement wall in the 
dugout. Result: One broken hand. 

Hebner still breaks bats when he 
strikes out. He still curses within earshot 
of fans in box seats. 

Then there is Hebner’s other side. He 
is quick to sign autographs. Eager to 
make public appearances for charity. 

The youngsters in Pittsburgh like 
Hebner because, despite his displays of 
temper and curse words which would 
disturb a longshoreman, he indicates to 
the kids that he likes them. 

Robertson, Hebner’s roomate on the 
road, has been known to brood. It dis- 
turbs him when he is benched against 
certain right-handed pitchers. 

The big redhead from Mt. Savage, 
Md., will strike out 100 times this sea- 
son. He also will hit his share of home 
runs. He looks upon every pitcher as his 
enemy. He looks to the day when he 
ranks with Stargell as a home run slug- 
ger. He looks to the day when he will 
get paid like a certified home-run slug- 
ger. It is not far off. 

Oliver once was an unhappy Buc. He 
once publicly asked to be traded be- 
cause he said: “I can never hit .300 
playing in Pittsburgh.” 

Oliver felt he won the first base job 
after a solid rookie year in 1969. Larry 
Shepard was the Pittsburgh manager 
then. 

The following year, Oliver got off 
slowly and he found that he had lost his 
first base job to Robertson. When Oliver 
played, he subbed in left field for Star- 
gell and in right field for Clemente and 
he also filled in for Robertson at first 
base: 

“I want one position,” Oliver 
pleaded. 

It’s rare for a ball player to get what 
he wants in the terms of position. But 
Pittsburgh General Manager Joe Brown 
recognized Oliver’s potential and Brown 
told Oliver if he could prove he could 
play center field in winter ball, there 
would be a steady job for him in Pitts- 
burgh. 


Oliver played for the San Juan Sena- 
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tors, managed by Roberto Clemente. It 
was Clemente who told Brown that 
Oliver could play center field. The next 
move was up to Brown. He traded 
Matty Alou, a 200-hit man a season, to 
St. Louis. Oliver became the Bucs’ regu- 
lar center fielder. 

He was happy in a 
uniform. 

In the Pirates’ clubhouse, Sanguillen 
is ready to fight anybody. It’s all a joke. 
There isn’t a summer day that goes by 
that Sanguillen isn’t being needled by 
one of his teammates. 

Stargell will charge up to Sanguillen. 

“Put up your dukes, I’m gonna whip 
you,” Stargell will say. 

Sanguillen, who fought a half dozen 
amateur bouts in Panama, will go into a 
fighting pose. 

“I’m ready for you,” he will say to 
Stargell. 

“You’re chicken,” Stargell will nee- 
dle. 

“No chicken,” Sanguillen will say. 

Stargell generally breaks up. Other 
Bucs join in. They tell Sanguillen he was 
lucky that Stargell didn’t throw a 
punch. 

“Tm ready for him,” Sanguillen says, 
his bright white teeth showing that he 


Pittsburgh 


The Pirates are happy, loose, confident and 
talented. It all adds up to a winning club. At 
L., top, a jubilant Dave Giusti jumped into 
the arms of first baseman Bob Robertson 
after the Bucs clinched Eastern Division in 
1970. Below, catcher Manny Sanguillen 
makes a good play to put out Mets’ Don 
Hahn (25) at home. At R., bottom, third 
baseman Rich Hebner makes lunging catch. 


—_= . a 


enjoys the needling. 

Cash, who turned 23 during the 1971 
season, might be the most mature 
among the Baby Bucs. 

He gives indication that he knows 
more about the inside of the game than 
any of the others. 

Cash, who grew up in Utica, N.Y., 
has been a baseball fan since he was six- 
years-old. He used to bus it from Utica 
with his mother to old Ebbets Field in 
Brooklyn. He was a Jackie Robinson 
fan. 

Many of the older Bucs never saw 
Robinson play baseball. 

Cash’s job as the successor to 
Mazeroski is a tough one. Cash knows 
he always will be compared to Maz and 
he knows that in the comparison he of- 
ten will come out second best. 

“It doesn’t bother me,” Cash says. 
“Maybe someday a young kid will take 
my job and maybe he will be compared 
to me.” 

It’s quite possible. 

It could be that Cash may not always 
be a second baseman. Gene Alley, just 
past 30, hints at an early retirement 
which might force Murtaugh to try Cash 
at shortstop. 

Then who would play second base? 


Bob Robertson strikes out a lot but hits his 
share out of the park (27 in 1970). He looks 
to day when he'll be ranked with Stargell. 


That’s easy. That ever-producing 
Pittsburgh farm system has a young 
Panamanian named Renaldo Stennett 
playing second base at Charleston, 
W. Va., in the International League. 

Stennett is a miniature Clemente 
with the bat. He also swings with his left 
foot in the bucket like Al Simmons. 
Stennett doesn’t look like a hitter. All 
he has done anywhere he goes is lead 
the league in hitting. 

Besides Murtaugh’s leadership, there 
is another Pirate who has molded the 
club into a winner. 

He is Dave Giusti, formerly of 
Houston and St. Louis and now a quali- 
ty relief pitcher. 

When the Pirates obtained Giusti 
from the Cardinals for utility man Carl 
Taylor, they never realized how valuable 
this stocky right-hander was going to be. 

Giusti never suspected it, either. He 
had hopes of breaking into the Pitts- 
burgh starting rotation. There always 
has been a shortage of pitching talent 
wearing Pirate uniforms. 

Giusti, in his first spring with the 
Bucs in 1970, didn’t look like he’d be 
much help to the staff. 

“T couldn’t get anybody out and | 
began to worry,” he said. 

When the 1969 season opened, Dave 
Giusti was the No. 10 man on a 10-man 
staff. By late May, he was the ace of the 
bullpen. 

“T never thought I’d become accus- 
tomed to bullpen work,” Giusti said. 


Bucs’ 23-year-old second baseman Dave Cash 
(30 L., above) keeps Reds’ Dave Concepcion 
from falling on him during a double play. Be- 
low, manager Danny Murtaugh sticks up for 
Stargell, who was ruled out in a rundown. 


“But now I like it. | know what Mur- 
taugh expects of me. I know I’m not 
going to be called into a ball game be- 
fore the seventh inning.” 

Giusti is the Pirates’ player represen- 
tative. He also heads the clubhouse nee- 
dling committee and its targets don’t ex- 
clude anybody. 

“Clementine,” Giusti will call Rober- 
to Clemente. “You’re not so good. I’ve 
seen a lot of balls go over your head. 
How come those fans in the seats can 
catch those home run balls and you 
can’t? Some super star.” 

Clemente has been known to be 
moody. He also can have fun. Clemente 
likes Giusti. He will take Giusti’s needle 
and jab him back. 

When the needling in the clubhouse 
is going on, Murtaugh often sits in his 
rocking chair in his private office. 

He rocks and sometimes dozes before 
a game. He does not expect the club- 
house to be quiet to allow him a few 
winks before he must take part in the 
strategy of a baseball game. 

“If the clubhouse was quiet,” Mur- 
taugh says, “then I might think some- 
thing’s wrong. Let them make as much 
noise as they want. The noisier they are, 
the happier they are.” 

A few years ago, happiness in a Pitts- 
burgh clubhouse was a rare thing. All 
that has changed now. No one man has 
changed it. It has taken a mixture of old 
Bucs and young Bucs. 

It has taken a fellow like Jose Pagan, 
always a good guy on a team, to show 
the way to the other subs. Youngsters 
like Gene Clines and Milt May and Char- 
lie Sands would like to play regularly. 
But they don’t gripe about it. 

Jackie Hernandez would like to play 
more shortshop and Vic Davalillo, a 
super sub like Pagan, might prefer to 
play more. 

But all of a sudden, there are no 
“play-me or trade-me” guys wearing 
Pirate uniforms. 

Instead, there are a group numbering 
25 who think of winning and they also 
think of each other. 

It makes for a winner. 


Steve Blass (above), one of the older “young” Pirates at 30, was 10-3 at mid-season and 
shooting to better his top effort of 18-6, accomplished during the 1968 season. Below, Al 
Oliver made a leaping stab while playing first base. He is now Bucs’ “happy” center fielder. 


Kelly (44) leaps over Houston’s Ron Pritchard 
(58). Leroy has been escaping tacklers for seven 
years but can’t escape Jim Brown’s shadow. 
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| A deeply moving letter to a hero-worship- 
ping first grader gives a vital clue as to how 
the Browns’ star is waging the good fight. 


a Inside Leroy Kelly’ 


T WAS a shattering blow. Jim Brown 

had just completed another great sea- 
son; he still was in his prime, still 
healthy. 

Then, just before the start of the 
1966 season, Jim Brown stunned the 
pro football world by suddenly retiring. 

Football had lost the greatest runner 
in its history, and the Browns had lost 
their offense. For nine years he had car- 
ried their attack on his broad shoulders. 

Yet Coach Blanton Collier, like 
Brown in his prime, never broke stride. 
“TI expect someone from this squad to 
make a name for himself,” he said 
simply, perhaps optimistically, or na- 
ively , or more likely, confidently. 

It’s obvious now that Collier already 
had that someone in mind, and there 
also is little doubt that he proved a 
prophet. Leroy Kelly indeed has made a 
name for himself in pro football. 


SECRET BATTLE 


Kelly has broken loose from the pack 
and emerged as one of the great backs in 
the game. It is only his misfortune that 
he must be compared with the man he 
replaced, his misfortune that man was 
pro football’s greatest ball carrier. No 
one tries to compare Gale Sayers to 
Brown. But Kelly has lived in Brown’s 
shadow since he first stepped into the 
Cleveland backfield as a regular in 1966. 

Although he has been running to 
daylight for five years now, breaking 
tackles, breaking loose for 57 touch- 
downs, he still is trying to break away 
from the shadow of Brown. 

All this despite the fact that Leroy 
Kelly, if he had not had to play his first 
two seasons as a pro behind Brown and 
the last two years with injuries, might 
well have a shot at matching Brown’s 
record statistics. Leroy Kelly might well 
be as good as Jim Brown. 


Kelly ranks 10th on the all-time rushing list and is tops among active players with 5,209 
yards in seven NFL campaigns. But he can’t come close to Brown who gained 12,312. 


Although he weighs some 15 pounds 
less than Brown’s 220, Kelly has one of 
the quickest starts in football with the 
power to run over a defensive back and 
the speed to outrun one, 

“Leroy is like a cat,” says Ernie 
Green, now a scout for the Browns after 
running in the backfield first with 
Brown and then with Kelly. “So was 
Jim, only a bigger cat. It’s difficult to 
Knock a cat off his feet. 

“Kelly is agile and has great balance. 
He might not have Jim’s strength so he 
compensates in other ways. He moves 
more, slides around and fakes more and 
sidesteps tacklers.” 

Opposing players appreciate him 
even more, having had to tackle him—or 
try to. 

‘When I played at New York he al- 
ways was the best against us,”’ says line- 
backer Ken Avery, now with the Cincin- 
nati Bengals. 

Cincinnati teammate Bill Bergey 
agreed Kelly is ‘so hard to tackle be- 
cause you can’t get his legs at the same 
time. They seem to be going in different 
directions. He just has unique moves.” 

“Leroy can cut on a dime,” Avery 
adds. “He breaks tackles like Jim 
Brown. You think you have him, but 
you can’t get a solid lick at him. 


Kelly, loosening up during practice, has 
been hobbled by injuries last two seasons. 


Kelly goes over the top for short yardage against Oakland as Ben Davidson (83) and 
Carleton Oats (85) make stop. “We saw a few new defenses,” Leroy said of "70 season. 


“He’s also a great receiver, and if you 
stop him 15 straight times, he’ll go all 
the way on the 16th.” 

“Leroy is a perfectly proportioned 
205 pounds,” says Dub Jones, the man 
who first felt the Browns would not col- 
lapse without Jim Brown and Kelly asa 
replacement. 

Jones, a former Cleveland great who 
was a backfield coach at the time with 
the Browns, tagged Kelly as a future star 
even before Brown decided to quit. 

“Td be willing to match Leroy’s po- 
tential with any back coming out of col- 
lege,” he said, and those included such 
highly-touted collegians as Donnie An- 
derson and Jim Grabowski. Kelly has 
long outdistanced both of them. 

““He’s way above average,” Jones 
said. “He eventually might become a 
super star. He has a fine sense of timing 
and balance. He doesn’t get knocked 
down easily, and he has that burst of 
speed to break away from a tackler.” 

Kelly certainly didn’t disappoint 
Jones, Collier or the Browns. He gained 
1,141 yards his first season as a starter, 
and he went over the 1,000 mark the 
next two years as the top rusher in the 
National Football League. 

By the end of the 1970 season, Kelly 
had moved into 10th spot on the all 
time rushing list, tops among the active 
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players with 5,209 yards on 1,137 at- 
tempts for a very respectable 4.6 aver- 
age per carry. His seven seasons also 
were the lowest number of years played 
by anyone in the first 10. 

Brown is the distant leader at 12,312 
yards in nine years for a 5.2 average and 
106 touchdowns, seemingly un- 
breakable marks. But statistics can’t tell 
the whole story. ; 

Kelly, at age 28, can still have some 
five productive years left, if he stays 
healthy. And five productive years 
could net him close to another 5,000 
yards on the ground. 

But Kelly encountered several obsta- 
cles with which Jim Brown never had to 
contend. For example, Brown never had 
to play behind Jim Brown for two sea- 
sons, as Kelly did. 

When Kelly came out of Morgan 
State College in Baltimore, he had to 
content himself with running back kick- 
offs and punts for the Browns, and he 
managed to lead the league in punt re- 
turns in 1965. 

Brown, fortunately, also never had to 
contend with hobbling injuries, the kind 
that have nagged and slowed Kelly the 
past two seasons and held down his 
yardage to 817 in 1969 and 656 last 
season, 

“A lot of it certainly is luck,” Kelly 
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“My main goal is to stay healthy the whole 
season,” said Kelly (below) to reporters. 


says about avoiding injuries. “Good 
physical condition helps, of course. Jim 
liked to do a lot of running before the 
start of a game. I have my own style. I 
just like to break a sweat.” 

Kelly’s luck held his first four years 
as Brown’s replacement when he 
showed remarkable durability, missing 
only one play because of a dislocated 
finger and two other plays when he lost 
his shoe. He was carrying the ball more 
than 200 times a season, too, the target 
of tacklers some 1,300 times in six 
years. 

But a pulled leg muscle in the 
opening game of the 1969 season kept 
him below par for the first four games. 

“You can keep on playing with some 
injuries, but a runner can’t afford to 
have anything happen to his legs,” he 
said. ““The leg bothered me until the 
fifth game.” 

The following season, 1970, proved 
more disappointing. It was Cleveland’s 
first year in the new American Confer- 
ence composed mostly of former Ameri- 
can Football League clubs, and the 
Browns naturally wanted to show their 
former rivals how good they were. 
Kelly’s own pride also was involved. Al- 
though it was a new alignment, he sud- 
denly became the top rusher in the con- 
ference, having gained 4,553 yards by 
then. 

““My main goal is to stay healthy the 
whole season,” he said in training cGamp. 
But it wasn’t to be. In fact, it was worse 
than the previous season. 

First, there was a severe ankle sprain 
that took an extra long time to heal. 
That was followed by a bruise on the 
other ankle, then a pulled Achilles ten- 
don and finally a pulled hamstring mus- 
cle. 

Even when he was able to play on 
Sunday he wasn’t able to work with the 
team during the week, and that hurt his 
timing and conditioning. Instead, he was 
in the trainer’s room four times a day, 
15 minutes each time, soaking his ankle 
in ice water to put down the swelling. 

“Injuries cut his practice time and 
that hurts a runner,” Collier said. “I re- 
member how Jim Brown used to tell me 
how he liked to run into the line in 
practice. He said that’s how he got the 
feel of things and prepared himself.” 

Nick Skorich, who replaced Collier as 
head coach this season after serving as 
the offensive line coach, felt the injuries 
affected Kelly’s quick moves when 
openings occur on the line. 

“He hasn’t been better than 80 per 
cent physically most of the season,” he 
said. 

It turned out to be a lost season for 
Kelly, although he and Bo Scott still 
gave the Browns one of the top 1-2 
rushing combinations in the AFC, along 
with Oakland’s Hewritt Dixon and 
Charley Smith and Larry Csonka and 
Jim Kiick of Miami. 


Yost Be ms ks or F 
Bo Scott and Kelly give the Browns one of 
NFL’s best one-two rushing combinations. 


“With the new conference and the 
disappointment of 1969, I went into the 
season very enthusiastic,” he said. “But 
I felt really good for only three games. I 
couldn’t cut and I didn’t feel loose—and 
a running back has to feel loose.” 

But Kelly managed to look at the 
bright side, if there was one, pointing 
out that a number of running backs 
were hurt much more seriously last sea- 
son, ‘At least I didn’t have any broken 
bones that required an operation,” he 
said. 

Although it has only been six years 
since Brown last carried the ball for the 
Browns, he was not facing the defenses 
that Kelly now runs against. There have 
been many changes, greater perfection 
and intricacy that makes it more and 
more difficult for offensive linemen and 
runners. 

“We saw a number of new defenses,” 
Kelly said of the 1970 season, “and 
they caused some blocking problems. 
We haven’t played against many of these 
teams before and it takes a while to 
adapt. 

“We face a number of odd man de- 
fenses and they gave us some trouble, 
But we’ll straighten it out. We can run 
against any team.” 

At least one opposing coach, Bud 
Grant, of Minnesota knows what Kelly 
is talking about after watching the 
Browns’ ground game with Kelly. 

“They don’t care what the weather 
is, or the score,”’ he said. “They just give 
the ball to Kelly aand you’d better look 
out because here they come.” 

Grant was talking mostly about the 
sweep, Cleveland’s bread-and-butter 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Dave McNally 


ALL HE DOES IS 


They called him ‘‘McLucky.’’ Don’t you believe it. If you want to 
know how a hurler with just an average fast ball, a fair curve and no 
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HE WORLD champion Baltimore 

Orioles aren’t above having nick- 
names like players in the rest of the 
league. John Powell has been “Boog” 
since he outgrew his first pair of short 
pants. Paul Blair is called “Motor 
Mouth” for obvious reasons just as 
reed-thin Mark Belanger naturally was 
tagged ‘‘The Blade.” 

Dave McNally carries the alias “Dave 
McLucky,” a pseudonym dating back to 
1969 when the stocky southpaw was in 
the process of tying an American 
League record with 17 straight victories. 

Only a few wins in this streak could 
be regarded as classic pitching perform- 
ances. Many of them were high-run af- 
fairs in which the rival batters hit a 
number of screaming liners that seemed 
to be drawn by magnets into Oriole 
gloves. If you believe the bench jockeys, 
Brooks Robinson needed smelling salts 
several times after grabbing cannon 
shots off McNally offerings. 

It was Oriole general manager Harry 
Dalton who good-naturedly dubbed the 
pitcher “Dave McLucky” during this 
streak and the name stuck like glue. 

But the nickname is as misleading as 
calling Wilt Chamberlain “Shorty,” Bob 
Hayes “Snail” or Billy Martin “Mr. 
Peepers.” 

For the truth is that McNally has 
been the premiere pitcher in the Ameri- 
can League the past three years. In this 
period, he compiled a stunning 66-26 re- 
cord. No one, not Bob Gibson, Juan 
Marichal or even fabled Denny McLain, 
won as many games. McNally has been 
good and lucky, but mostly just plain 
good. 

No pitcher has displayed the 
consistency of the 28-year-old lefty who 
appears well on the way to his fourth 
straight 20-game season. 

Last year, he became the first AL 
hurler to put together three straight 
20-game seasons since Bob Lemon 
pulled the trick for the Indians in 
1953-54-55. If McNally wins 20 or more 
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out” pitch does it, just ask Oriole backstop Andy Etchebarren. 


“Every time | go out there,” says McNally, “I think | have the necessary pitches and control to 
get the batters out consistently.” At L. Birds’ manager Earl Weaver jokes with his big three (L. 
to R.)—Jim Palmer, McNally and Mike Cuellar, who are all shooting for 20 victories again. 


again this season, he’ll be the first to 
accomplish this feat since Red Ruffing 
did it for the Yankees in 1936-39. 

If you’re not a faithful Bird watcher 
and catch McNally’s act only a few 
times a season, it might be hard under- 
standing his great success. His fast ball 
pales in comparison to teammate Jim 
Palmer’s and would probably be lapped 
by Sam McDowell’s high hard one. His 
curve hardly reminds you of Camilo Pas- 
cual and his assortment of pitches will 
never seriously challenge the repertoire 


of Juan Marichal. McNally also lacks a 
freak ‘‘out” pitch like Mike Cuellar’s 
classic “‘scroogie.”” 

But the unassuming native of 
Billings, Montana has the simple knack 
of getting the hitters out and the intes- 
tinal fortitude to pitch just good enough 
to win, whether by a 6-5 or 2-1 margin. 

Perhaps the best illustration of 
McNally’s special brand of courage came 
this season when he won a dozen games 
the first three months despite a painful 
sore elbow. 
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By Alan Goldstein 
Sports Reporter—Baltimore Sun 


The discomfort didn’t cause him to 
miss a single turn on the mound. In fact, 
the malady was a well-kept secret by the 
Birds until word leaked out that the 
gutty southpaw was receiving shots of 
an anti-inflammatory agent called 
“Kenalog” which is slightly less potent 
than cortisone. 

After beating the Senators, 6-1, for 
win No. 12, McNally revealed his elbow 
troubles but said the pain was now dis- 
appearing. 

“My stuff was a lot better, all my 
pitches,” he said. “The velocity was 
good, too. My control in and out wasa 
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fo RS PATS 
“McNally has more guts than any person in the world,” says catcher Andy Etchebarren (above) 
about Dave (below), who won 12 games in first three months of 1971 despite a painful elbow. 


little off, but the fast ball was harder 
than it’s been lately. It was moving 
enough, and the curve and slider were 
working good, too. 

“T still think I can throw better,” he 
added, “but I was still much improved 
over my last five or six times out. It’s 
like Jim Merritt (Cincinnati southpaw) 
always said: “Pitching is science and 
footwork—90 percent footwork.’ 

“That’s about what it’s been for me 
lately ,’’ Dave cracked. “tA lot of runs, a 
lot of relief pitching and a lot of at ’em 
balls.” 

McNally, who has a lot of the 
blarney in him, would like to perpetuate 
the “McLucky myth.”’ But his team- 
mates and the Oriole management, 
which rewarded him with an $85,000 
contract, know better. 

As batterymate Andy Etchebarren 
puts it: “Dave is just a great, super per- 
son. He’s got more guts than any person 
in the world. That’s my feeling. 

“Dave will go out there and pitch 
when he’s got nothing and still win ball 
games,’ the beetle-browed catcher 
added. “Some pitchers don’t want to 
pitch if they don’t have their good stuff. 
But Mac will go out there and work un- 
til he gets his good stuff back. He never 
gives in.” 

Veteran Oriole coach Billy Hunter 
34 
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paid McNally an even better compli- 
ment when he compared him to Whitey 
Ford, the former Yankee southpaw who 
was regarded as the American League’s 
premiere pitcher in the fifties and early 
sixties. 

““McNally reminds me more and 
more of Ford every year,” said Hunter. 
“He’s got good stuff, but concentration 
is the thing that really makes him out- 
standing, just like it was with Whitey. 

“When something has to be done, he 
just shuts everything else out and goes 
and does it. I can’t think of a single 
pitcher who has more concentration on 
the mound than Mac. 

“Nothing keeps him from doing his 
job. If they start to hit him or he gets a 
bad break, or we make a couple of er- 
rors behind him, he just concentrates on 
the next guy and gives the very best he’s 
got. That’s why he’s so tough to beat.” 

Caught in a rare serious mood, 
McNally will admit that more than luck 
has made him the American League’s 
most consistent winner. 

“‘Here’s what I think,” he says frank- 


ly. “I feel everytime I go out there, I 


can get them out. Don’t get me wrong, I 
don’t overpower many guys and I cer- 
tainly don’t have an unhittable curve. 
But, as I said, everytime I go out there, I 
think I have the necessary pitches and 
the conirol to get the batters out .” 

It hasn’t always been that way for 
McNally who had only two winning 
years his first five full seasons with Bal- 
timore. 

“Before 1966, I just didn’t know 
how to pitch,” he confesses. ‘‘I’d go out 
there those first few years, get them out 
on a sinker and say ‘Yeah, I gotta throw 
sinkers all the time!’ Next time out, 
wham! 

“Still, I think I was a lot better 
pitcher in ’66 than my record (13-6) 
shows. I pitched all year to a 2.80 
earned run average, but got bombed my 
last two starts and that brought it up to 
3.20. 

“But, I remember all the Oriole 
pitchers got hauled out of 2-2 and 1-1 
games in the sixth inning that year. We 
had Stu Miller and a couple of other 
good relievers and Hank Bauer wouldn’t 
hesitate to pinch-hit for you.” 


Mac, however, quickly acknowledges 
the fact that he has matured into a com- 
plete pitcher, using his head as well as 
his arm. 

“In 1966, I just had the fast ball, 
curve and sinker,” he said, ‘“‘and when I 
wasn’t getting the curve over, I was 
strictly a one-pitch pitcher. 

“But the fast ball just wasn’t that 
good and never will be,”’ Dave said. “I’m 
not a hard thrower. I’ve got to have two 
or maybe three pitches that I get over 
the plate. My slider was my ‘out’ pitch 
two years ago. 

“But the main difference now is con- 
trol. That’s why I prefer pitching every 
fourth day. When I work every fifth 
day, there’s a two-day gap between 
when | throw on the sidelines and when 
I pitch. I feel too strong, and when that 
happens, my control gets bad. I’ve got 
to go out there as often as I can to keep 
my control sharp.” 

Dave would have preferred not 
pitching at all in 1967 when arm miser- 
ies resulted in him finishing with a 7-7 
record. But he bounced back in 1968 to 

(Continued on page 66) 


McNally picked up his uniform in team’s dressing room prior to 1970 World Series against the 
Reds. At L. Dave went the distance in the third game to defeat Cincinnati, 9-3, helping his own 
cause with a grand slam—first by a pitcher in Series’ play—off Wayne Granger in fifth. 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Ken McNichols 


Nationally Known Sports Authority 


RUCE (THE BOOMER) Gossett, 

the San Francisco 49ers’ cherished 
kicker, is nearsighted enough that he al- 
ways wears glasses—except when kick- 
ing. 
But he’s also foresighted enough to 
have three lucrative careers going for 
him. 

For several years he has done promo- 
tional and sales work for Best Chevrolet 
in Modesto, Calif., for which General 
Motors has promised him his own Chev- 
rolet franchise. Whenever Bruce is 
ready, he can pick his own spot. 

Shortly before the 1971 season op- 
ened, Gossett, as articulate as Spiro 
Agnew, started a weekly television 
sports show over Channel 40 in Sacra- 
mento. And he hopes to syndicate it to 
some 40 cable outlets. Unlike most ath- 
letes, Gossett loves to talk. With the Los 
Angeles Rams, he made around 50 
speeches a year. 

Gossett warmed up to his mike job 
by taping a number of interviews with 
such hallowed quarterbacks as Johnny 
Unitas, Joe Namath and Roman Gabriel 
at Harrah’s annual summer golf extrava- 
ganza at South Lake Tahoe. 

In his tight-fitting short-sleeve golf 
outfit Bruce looked muscular enough to 
be an outside linebacker, though he car- 
ries only 185 pounds on his 6-1 frame. 
However, he never has been called upon 
to do anything except kick in his pro 
career, now in its eighth year. 

His blondish brown hair, extending 
into dark mutton chop sideburns, cou- 
pled with his smooth, unlined face and 
deep blue eyes, contribute heavily tochis 
wholesome good-looks. 

Even a kicker must be in strong 
physical condition since he, too, is ex- 
posed to some fierce shots by the ene- 
my. 

Bruce nearly always booms his kick- 
offs so deep in the end zone there can 
be no runback. In fact, the opposition 
averaged only ‘one yard against his kicks 
last season. But, when there is a return, 
the kicker sometimes is in position for 
the tackle. Certainly, the blockers love 
to chop down the booter. Gossett found 
that out last season when he was 
knocked out by just such a block. 

His auto job forces Gossett to keep 
his home in Modesto, but he also prefers 
it that way. Both he and his wife, the 
former Jeannette Toney, a Lebanese 
beauty whom he married when he was 
in high school in 1958, would rather 
rear their children, daughter Kim, 11, 
and son David Bruce, 4, in a smaller 
town. 
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“It took coach Nolan only five minutes to say the 49ers needed me,” says Gossett (30), an 


ex-Ram. “Allen never did say that. He thinks you have to be a linebacker or a defensive 
end.” At R., Bruce (center), who does a weekly TV show in Sacramento, interviews Fred 
Biletnikoff (L.) and Mike Eischeid of Oakland. “! have to tell it like it is,” he says. 


“‘It’s no hardship for me,” said 
Bruce. “I can drive from our home to 
the practice field in an hour and 20 min- 
utes. When I was with the Rams and 
lived in the San Fernando Valley, ‘it 
took about two and a half hours to get 
to the practice field.” 

Gossett has a.sunny disposition that 
is hard to shake. But George Allen, the 
former Ram coach, shook it but good 
when he traded Gossett to San Francis- 
co after the 1969 season. 

As a kicker, Bruce could never say “I 
can’t kick,” but kick he did now. He 
hated to be traded by a championship 
contender to a team that never had won 
anything. “I was in a state of shock 
when I heard about the trade,” he ad- 
mitted. 

Gossett just couldn’t understand it. 
After all, his scoring average per year 
(95.1) was higher than any other active 


player. He was unable to see why Allen 
could give up a field-goal kicker on a 
contending team to take a chance on a 
rookie (David Ray). 

Gossett, as well as the Ram fans, fig- 
ured it was because he was one of three 
players who didn’t threaten to quit if 
Allen was not reinstated as coach after 
he was fired for the first time in Christ- 
mas week of 1968. For the other two, 
Joe Carollo and Don Chuy, also were 
disposed of. 

“TI thought the action taken by the 
other players was foolish,’ explained 
Gossett. “I had no complaint against Al- 
len but I didn’t think a new coach could 
really make much difference. And it was 
not up to the players to name the 
coach.” 

For Gossett, Allen obtained Kermit 
Alexander, a veteran defensive back, 


(Continued on page 70) 
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A missed placement against the 
Falcons told the kicker what his 
teammates were all about and put 
- "@ a very special meaning into the 
) things coach Dick Nolan had said. 
Things he had never heard in L.A. 


While most young pitchers were still struggl- 
| ing to find out what it’s all about, Blue was 
being compared to Lefty Grove and Sandy 
Koufax. ‘’I just go out there and try to be 
myself,” says Vida, who handles his fame 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 


By Dave Newhouse 
Sports Reporter—Oakland Tribune 


UCCESS has moved into Vida 

Blue’s three-room apartment. When 
he goes on the road with the Oakland 
Athletics, success follows him on every 
trip. The two are now inseparable. 

Success doesn’t belong to just one 
man. It embraces a few, avoids, count- 
less others. Joe DiMaggio first learned to 
live with it in 1936, Willie Mays in 1951 
and Johnny Bench in 1970. Now it’s 
Vida Blue’s turn. 

Blue became the sports story of 1971 
before the year was half-gone, with his 
bid to become the youngest 30-game 
winner in modern-day baseball in only 
his first full season in the major leagues. 

Eighty-one years ago, in 1890, C. 
Scott Stratton of Louisville, won 30 
games (34-15) at the age of 20. Smokey 
Joe Wood of Boston was 22 years, 11 
months, when he was 34-5 in 1912. 

Blue will be 22 years, 2 months, at 
the end of the regular baseball season. 

Cy Young was 24 when he won 30 
games, Christy Mathewson 23, Ed Walsh 
27, Walter Johnson 24, Grover Cleve- 
land Alexander 27, Lefty Grove 31, Diz- 
zy Dean 23, and Denny McLain 24. 

No wonder success has affixed itself 
to Blue. 

But if success has been lavishly kind 
to Blue, it hasn’t spoiled him, and it 
won’t change him. Not if you know 
Vida. 

He’s still the same, gracious Vida 
Blue Jr., although considerably wiser, 
that Charles O. Finley, pen in hand, re- 
moved from Mansfield, La., four years 
ago, thereby taking a quarterback away 
from the University of Houston and 
making the Athletics a pennant con- 
tender for the first time in 40 years. 

Although the phone doesn’t stop 
ringing and the autograph seekers keep 
tugging at his shirt and there’s a con- 


stant stampede on his privacy, Blue has * 


handled it all like Brooks Robinson, 
whom Vida greatly admires, handles a 
hot smash down the third base line. 

“The reason that I’ve handled success 
so well is that I really haven’t thought 
about it,’ Blue said, astonishingly. “I’ve 
made personal appearances and all this, 
but it really hasn’t gotten to me. I just 
try to do my job and not let the pres- 
sure build up around me. 

“| think the reason is just... Vida 
Blue, man. I:don’t do anything to try 
and shy away from success. I just go out 
and try to be myself. I’ve got to be 
modest about what I’ve done. Brooks 
Robinson is an example of a guy who’s 
great and modest at the same time. He’s 
my man.” 

When most young big league players 
are still trying to find out what it’s all 


““Nida’s a down-to-earth, basically real fine boy,” 


about, Blue has been called another 
Sandy Koufax and Lefty Grove. Every- 
time Vida would turn around there 
would be another microphone thrust 
under his nose and a voice behind it ask- 
ing, “Now what about 30 games?” 

“I’ve just tried to take them one-by- 

ne,” Blue declared. “When I got half- 
way there, I just said to myself let’s go 
out and try to win 15 more. This isn’t 
to say I wasn’t trying to win 30, but 
that I had to go out and try to do my 
job first.” 

Blue sometimes wonders what all the 
commotion is about. When Finley de- 
cided to present him with a new baby 
blue Cadillac convertible at a special 
June day in his honor at Oakland, flying 
out Vida’s mother, four sisters and 
brother for the occasion, Vida said: 


says Oakland manager Dick Williams. “He 


egies: success so gracefully, sometimes | wonder if he’s human. He’s too good to be true.” 
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“I'd have to attribute my success to the kind of team Ive been pitching for,” says Vida, who was 17-3 at the All-Star break. At R., Blue 
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embraces two children during a visit to a New York City public school on behalf of “Don’t Be A Drop Out’’—an educational drug program. 


“Td rather they didn’t make such a 
big thing about the car. I’d like for them 
to give me the keys and let me go.” 

Blue knows the dangers of trying to 
be anyone but himself. “They compare 
me with Koufax and Grove, and this is 
great. But if I was the kind of guy who 


All business on the mound, Blue likes to 
clown it up a little when off the field. 
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read this and thought about it, then I 
would try to go out and imitate Koufax 
and Groye.” 

Blue let down his defense a little by 
admitting he wasn’t altogether impervi- 
ous to pressure. 

“Pve been winning all year and it’s 
great to be a winning pitcher,” he said. 
“But it got to me when the fans wanted 
me to win 20 games before the All-Star 
break and 40 for the season. That makes 
a little pressure itself.” 

“To me Vida’s a 22-year-old who has 
the poise of someone who’s been pitch- 
ing in the major leagues 15 years,” said 
manager Dick Williams. 

“T would say that family upbringing 
has a lot to do with his remarkable com- 
posure at such a young age, because you 
set your standards early. Never once on 
an error or a bloop hit that an outfielder 


just misses catching does he berate any- . 


one else. He says, ‘Well, I’ll just have to 
do better.’ 

“Nothing seems to rattle Vida. He 
does get upset with himself if he gets 
behind on a count too many times, or 
walks a man. On opening day he was 
unhappy because he felt he had let the 
team down,” said Williams of Blue’s 8-0 
defeat at Washington. 

“Vida’s a down-to-earth, basically 
real fine boy, who has no ill feelings 
towards anyone. He has his fun, but 
once he’s on the field, it’s all business. 
He takes success so gracefully and 
humbly, sometimes I wonder if he’s hu- 
man. He’s just too good to be true.” 


You won’t get one of his teammates 
to admit differently. 

“He’s just a good, good guy,” said 
Angel Mangual, Blue’s roomate on the 
road. 

“When Vida goes out and buys some- 
thing for himself, like a shirt, he’ll get 
the same thing for me, too. Every time. 
When we go to a restaurant, he won’t let 
me pay. He’s so good, he wants to pay 
every time for everything.” 

At the time Blue was to receive his 
Cadillac, unknown to Mangual, Vida 
was arranging with a dealer for his 
roommate to have a car. Again Vida was 
going to pay for it. 

This all seems generous, but even 
more so, when you consider that Blue 
and Mangual aren’t too far apart in sal- 
aries, somewhere between $12,750 and 
$15,000. , 

“I'd be a little embarrassed to tell 
you what Vida Blue is being paid,” Fin- 
ley admitted, which is one reason Vida 
got the Cadillac. 

Finley may wind up next year paying 
Blue four times what he’s making now. 
Not only because of his pitching suc- 
cess, but because of his magnetism at 
the gate, which has began to rival Mays 
and Koufax—on the road. 

On a Tuesday night in June when 
New York could have expected about 
12,000, Blue brought in 30,000. His 
presence found a way to put more peo- 
ple in always crowded Fenway Park in 
Boston. Bigger crowds are evident 
wherever he pitches, and American 
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League owners owe him thanks, al- 
though not as large a thanks as Finley. 

The Athletics have been a poor draw 
in Oakland for three years for whatever 
the reasons. Even through the early part 
of this season, when they were way out 
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in front of the American League’s West 
Division and World Series talk was 
heard, the crowds were still miniscule. 

Then Blue’s winning ways took hold, 
and the crowds started to come out—to 
see him. On a cs night against Kan- 
sas City, when the A’s would have been 
lucky to get 15,000, Vida pitched and 
nearly 34,000 showed up. The following 
Monday against Minnesota, the A’s drew 
4,500. Vida threw the next night and 
33,000 came out. 

So in two nights he was directly re- 
sponsible for some 35,000 people. The 
A’s drew only 750,000 last year with a 
second-place club—but this year became 
a definite threat to go over a million. All 
because of one man. 

“T always knew I could pitch in the 
majors,” said Blue, who, when recalled 
by the A’s from their Iowa farm club 
last September, pitched a one-hitter and 
no-hitter in consecutive starts. 

“But in a way it was kind of funny 
to get off to the great start I had this 
year. I'd have to attribute my success to 
the kind of team I’ve been pitching for. 
They’ve been giving 100 percent, not 
only when I’m pitching but when the 
other guys are out there. It’s just been 
great.” 

Blue doesn’t forget his teammates, a 
group which didn’t place one of the reg- 
ular eight in the American League’s 
starting All-Star Game lineup. But his 
teammates would much rather talk 
about him. 

“He takes everything easy, he relaxes 


“Nida has more potential than anybody I've 
played with or against,’ says A’s catcher 
Dave Duncan (10). “He wants to learn.” 


all the time,” said Mangual. “‘That’s why 
I’ve felt that he could win 30 games. He 
never changes.” 

“Vida has a lot of desire,” said catch- 
er Dave Duncan. “He’s a great competi- 
tor, and he has so much ability, it’s a 
pleasure to catch him. 

“He has more potential than any- 
body I’ve played with or against. He’s 
strong, keeps himself in good condition 
and he wants to learn. Even though he’s 
as good as he is, he doesn’t think, ‘Well, 
I’m the big super star.” He still strives to 
better himself. 

“He realizes there are people who’ve 

(Continued on page 62) 


it can’t win the big 


Morton (14) was unhappy with coach Tom 
Landry (R.) calling plays in 1970. “I accept- 
ed it for the good of the team,” said Craig. 


T IS generally agreed that the Dallas 

Cowboys are a great football team. It 
is also generally agreed that they have 
one major fault—that of always losing 
their last football game of the season. 

That, of course, can become a pretty 
annoying habit for players, coaches and 
fans alike. In fact, it has become so 
annoying in many quarters that the 
Cowboys have been generally regarded 
as a bunch of losers and choke-up artists 
despite their fantastic won-lost percen- 
tage of .751 over the last five years. 

No one denies the inherent genius in 
the coaching brain of head coach Tom 
Landry, nor the immense plethora of 
talent contained on the Cowboys’ ros- 
ter. The Doomsday Defense is the key- 
stone of this multi-faceted ball team 
that came on strong to win the National 
Conference championship of the NFL 
last season after it appeared all was lost 
midway through the campaign. 
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By George Girsch 
Nationally Known Sports Authority 


AN IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS: 


When a team has a five year .751 won-lost percentage and yet 
there has to be a reason. 


one, 


Any team that possesses talent such 
as Bob Lilly, Jethro Pugh, George An- 
drie, Calvin Hill, Duane Thomas, Walt 
Garrison, Bob Hayes, Lance Alworth, 
Mel Renfro, Ralph Neely, Lee Roy Jor- 
dan, Chuck Howley, Cornell Green, 
Herb Adderley, Craig Morton and Roger 
Staubach can’t be all bad. 

But, Chumley, it is that very fact 
that haunts and taunts the experts. Why 
is it, they ask, that the star-studded 
Cowboys cannot win that biggest of all 
games, the last one, whether it be the 
NFL title contest in previous years or 
the Super Bowl currently? 

Wherein does the problem lie? Is it 
physical or mental? Are they born losers 
when it comes to big games? Or perhaps 
the trouble is at quarterback where the 
likes of Don Meredith and Craig Morton 
may have succumbed to some sort of 
jinx? 

At any rate, the fate of the Cowboys, 
when all is said and done, rests in the 
large right hands of the handsome, 6-4 
Morton and his spectacular aide-de- 
camp, Roger Staubach, the scramblin’ 
man from the Navy. 

Morton finished up fifth among NFL 
quarterbacks in the final statistics for 
1970. He even accounted for (along 
with Don Horn, then with Green Bay, 
now of Denver) the campaign’s longest 
completion, 89 yards to Bob Hayes 
against the Kansas City Chiefs. Morton’s 
average gain of 8.79 yards per toss was 
the best in the loop. However, despite 
those fine figures, the quarterback spot 
is not exactly considered the Cowboys’ 
strongest point. 

Dallas is considered the best defen- 
sive team. It is also rated the top team 


in running. But, when it comes to pass- — 


ing, that is another story, which, of 
course, should not be, considering they 
have employed Meredith since they 
came into existence in 1960, and his 
successor, Morton, who seemingly 
possesses one of the strongest arms in 
football. He is accurate, he is brainy and 
he is experienced. 

And how many teams have a Stau- 
bach waiting in the wings? He’s the type 
of player who could very well be the 


WHO'S 10 BLAME FOR 
THE COWBOY JINX? 
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Morton (14) is thrown for a loss by Clevela Cowboys’ No. 1 draft pi 
in 1964, took over as the Cowboys’ No. 1 signal-caller in 1969 when Don Meredith retired. He has shown flashes of 
greatness at times but injuries have hampered him. At 28, he finds his position being challenged by Roger Staubach. 
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Bob Hayes (22), who had played out his 
option, signed with Cowboys when no other 
club was willing to pay price to obtain him. 
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best passer-runner combination in the 
NFL if given the opportunity. 

If Staubach is such a multi-talented 
player, you ask, then why does Coach 
Landry stick with Morton? 

It will be recalled that Staubach was 
the Cowboys’ No. 1 QB during the first 
three games of the 1970 season, then 
was benched in favor of Morton. It boils 


down to the fact of Craig’s extreme 
popularity with his teammates, and 
especially the reaction of his close 
friends on the ball club. So, despite the 
fact that Staubach did not quarterback 
the Cowboys in a losing game, he was 
benched in favor of Morton, who, after 
all, did go on to pilot the club to a 
championship, albeit not the biggest 
one. 

Obviously, the thinking of the Dallas 
hierarchy is that while Staubach may be 
one of the most talented fellows ever to 
play quarterback for the Cowboys, why 
tempt fate? 

Though it is true that the Cowboys 
have always managed to lose the last 
game, they have reached the playoffs 
five seasons in a row with Meredith and 
Morton running the show. So, the logic 
is: Why rock the boat? 

A good question at this point is: Why 
not trade Morton and give Staubach a 
clear shot at the job? 

The Cowboys have pondered it but 
then rejected the idea because of possi- 
ble problems resulting from injuries 


which would leave them without any- 
body to play quarterback. So it is Mor- 
ton and Staubach, come what may. 

Though Morton’s arm was always 
considered a very strong one, he has had 
to undergo several operations on that 
appendage over the past few seasons to 
keep it that way. The latest cutting 
occurred this past spring on his shoulder 
and elbow to correct an obstruction. 
Ironically, Morton and Meredith were in 
the same hospital for surgery at the 
same time, Don’s operation also being 
for a shoulder problem. 

Looking at things from Morton’s side 
of the fence, the ex-California All- 
America, who was the Cowboys’ No. 1 
draft pick in 1964, is a bit unhappy over 
the way Coach Landry called the plays 
for him during the 1970 season. 

“T accepted it,” said Morton, “be- 
cause I felt it was for the good of the 
team. Obviously it worked. However, I 
don’t want to go through that again be- 
cause I don’t think I can stand another 
season of having Landry call the plays 
for me.” 


Cowboy stars—past, present and future—who have been unable to lick the jinx so 
far include: Duane Thomas (33), who had best rushing average (5.3) in NFL asa 


rookie; Roger Staubach (12), who is itching to be starting QB; Craig Morton (14), 
who wants to call own plays, and Don Meredith (16), who came so close to a title. 
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Ex-charger Lance Alworth (19) came to the 
Cowboys in a trade. He actually replaces 
Lance Rentzel, who was dealt to the Rams. 
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Landry called the Cowboys’ offen- 
sive plays last year via a system of shut- 
tling his tight ends. The head coach’s 
reasoning for the move was “to take the 
pressure off Morton, who has tried to 
shoulder too much of the burden. | real- 
ize that there were unusual circum- 
stances under which Craig took over 
from Meredith, that is we have been a 


winning team for the past several years. 
I also felt that it was a bit difficult for 
Morton to inject his personality into the 
leadership of the team.” 

There is yet another side of the coin. 
Does the loss to the Baltimore Colts in 
the Super Bowl last January 17 still 
linger in hearts of the Cowboys? Was it 
a knockout blow, the effects of which 
haven’t as yet worn off? Has Landry’s 
method of calling the plays for Morton 
somehow destroyed the club’s faith in 
Craig? 

Morton, in the 1971 season, has per- 
haps the best group of pass receivers to 
throw to that has ever been gathered on 
one team. There is perennial All-Star 
Lance Alworth, obtained via the trade 
route from the San Diego Chargers; Bob 
Hayes, who signed a new five-year con- 
tract with the Cowboys after negotiat- 
ing for months with the club and threat- 
ening to go elsewhere; Gloster Richard- 
son, acquired from the Kansas City 


Chiefs; Wendell Tucker, direct from the 
Los Angeles Rams; and Reggie Rucker, 
third-year man from Boston University. 
Hayes, the former Olympic spring 
champion, who has been with the Cow- 
boys since 1965, has caught 286 passes 
in his six-year career for more than 
5,500 yards and 59 touchdowns. After 
playing out his option last season be- 
cause he and Dallas couldn’t get togeth- 
er on contract terms, Hayes found no- 
body else in the NFL rushing after him 
as he expected. The price for another 
team to obtain him would have been 
(Continued on page 58) 
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“‘| don’t care if | never hit an- 
other home run in my life,” 
says the Dodger star. ‘That's 
not my style.” He had to do a 
lot of probing. Now he’s sure 
of what his goals should be. 


“I’m 31 now and | think | understand 
a little more about human behavior,” 
says Davis (helmet flying as he tries to 
get out of a rundown at L.) “For ex- 
ample, | don’t care whether | hit an- 
other home run the rest of my life. 
That’s not my style. | know I can hit 
the ball. Experience is a big factor in 
baseball. | think | know when I can 
pull something off and when | can’t.” 


Specially Written for All-Star Sports 
By Dan Berger 


Associated Press Sports Reporter 


ALK into the Los Angeles 

Dodger clubhouse and you’ll see 
a new Willie Davis, a man who has learn- 
ed much about himself, human behavior 
and most of all about how to play major 
league baseball. 

The No. 3 on his uniform possibly 
may be the number denoting the three 
stages in the development of a great out- 
fielder, one who now figures to be the 
key man in a Dodger team capable of 
winning a pennant any year. 


Davis readily admits he didn’t know 
anything about baseball when he came 
up to the Dodgers that first year 1961. 
He’d played 22 games with the parent 
club the year before, hitting .318, but in 
his first complete campaign he struck 
out frequently and rarely made use of 
his feet. 

The newspapers of Los Angeles con- 
tinued mentioning Davis’ great speed— 
he was a 9.5 sprinter in high school, a 
25-foot 5-inch long jumper and the na- 
tional record holder in that event. The 
press also recalled that Davis had been a 
fine basketball player and had quick re- 
flexes. 

“I guess I could have gone to the 
Olympics,” Willie says without much 
emotion now. “But I didn’t really like 
track all that much. Oh, I did all right at 
it but there was no kick in it for me. I 
mean, there was no pressure. I just 
didn’t like it that much to be dedicated 
to working out for the Olympics. I real- 
ly loved baseball, though.” 

But those early years were tough 
with the Dodgers. 

“| liked hitting home runs, sure. Who 
wouldn’t?” asks Davis. “‘I used to take a 


real big cut at the ball but Id strike out 
a lot, too, and that’s not the way the 
game is played. I’m sure glad I figured 
out how it IS played.” 

In 1962, Davis hit .285 with 21 
home runs and 85 runs batted in and 32 
stolen bases. It appeared he had made it 
as a major league outfielder, combining 
power with speed. But he struck out 72 
times that season and walked only 32 
times. It may have been the season that 
held Willie Davis back from knowing his 


own true potential—his route to star- 
dom. 

“T guess everybody has to figure it 
out for himself,” he says. “It took me 
long enough. I tried lots of different 
things—like copying one hitter and then 
another. But nothing seemed to work. | 
was still trying to hit home runs.” 

Phase No. 2 in the life of Willie Davis 
may have begun in 1967 when he hit 
only .257. It was the start of a search 
for identity. 

“I realized a few years ago that I 
wasn’t somebody else; I was me. I had 
to figure out who I was and what I 
could do. I suppose you might say it 
was psychological.” 

Willie says he was “thinking myself 
out of it” too much; psyching himself 
up so much that he was tense. “‘I have 
to relax at the plate, that’s the key,’ he 
says. 

The person he gives great credit to 
for helping him understand himself and 
human behavior is his wife Jeanna. 

“She’d just talk to me about things. 
She gave me confidence in myself and 
she helped me understand how I could 
adjust myself to situations. She was just 


47 


great. Even now, she can take the pres- 
sure off.” 

“The way I swing, I just have to keep 
hitting the ball,” he says. “I didn’t real- 
ize that until a couple of years ago.” 

And that may have been the start of 
Phase No. 3—stardom. 

After a 1968 season in which he hit 
only .250, the 1969 year was a dream. 
Switching to a larger, heftier bat and 
swinging with a shorter stride, Davis 
jumped his average to .311 and hasn't 
been below .300 since. 

“IT used to get to the plate and tell 
myself, ‘You’ve gotta hit the ball.’ But 
that was almost a negative reaction. You 
know what I mean? That sort of talk 
means that you really don’t have the 
confidence that you’re gonna do it. 

“Well, when your mind believes you 
can do something, doing it is much 
easier. | don’t have to give my mind rea- 
sons. Now it’s simply a matter of re- 
acting, following through. 

“Johnny Roseboro helped me a lot 
with that. He used to say that a positive 


attitude works wonders and he was 
right. That holds true in all of life. At 
first when I was here, I didn’t have the 
mental discipline. I wasn’t consistent. 

“But I’m 31 now and I think I under- 
stand a little more about human be- 
havior. For example, I don’t care wheth- 
er [ hit another home run the rest of my 
life. That’s not my style. I know I can 
hit the ball. 

“Here’s an example. Some players 
get up there to the plate and all they say 
is that they’d like to hit the ball solid 
twice each game. I used to say that. But 
not any more. 

“Now I want to cover the plate and 
get two base hits each game. Now, when 
I hit one hard that someone catches or 
one that I figure is a hit and someone 
makes a great play on, I’m not going to 
let it bother me. 

“Pil tell you who I admire. Joe 
Torre. He really covers the plate. But I'll 
never try to play like him. ’m my own 
ball player now.” 

Davis has used his speed frequently 


48 


Davis, rounding bases (R.) after hitting one 
out, doesn’t hit many homers any more. “I 
simply try to hit the ball where there’s a 
hole,” he says. Above, Willie sports a Nazi 
uniform for his role in a Jerry Lewis movie. 
Teammate Maury Wills (below) says of Davis: 
“He's thinking about winning games now.” 


in 12 major league seasons but more so 
in the last three seasons although his 
stolen base total doesn’t reflect it. 
Davis’ key is the unexpected. 

“You know, experience in the majors 
is a big factor. | think I know when I 
can pull something off and when I 
can’t.” 

In a game early this year against 
Montreal, Davis hit a bloop single to 
right that the fielder didn’t charge. 
Davis challenged him and took off for 
second base. He beat the throw and ig- 
nited a Dodger rally. 

In another game, Davis was at second 
base with none out. The rule of thumb 
on a ground ball is that the runner ad- 
vances when a ground ball is behind him 
but doesn’t advance on a grounder in 
front of him. 

Davis literally stole third on a play 
where the shortstop fielded the ball and 
looked at Davis at second. Willie waited 
until the shortstop had started his 
throwing motion toward first. He then 
ran to third and beat the throw. 


Once, Willie crept in from center 
field to duck in behind a runner at sec- 
ond base for a pickoff attempt. The 
play didn’t work as the runner got back 
to second in time, but from then on, 
Opposing runners not only had to worry 
about the second baseman and the 
shortstop but also the center fielder. 

Davis is the senior Dodger in terms of 
consecutive service with the’ club. But 
Maury Wills, the veteran shortstop who 
has been in the majors one year longer 
than Willie, says the center fielder is a 
complete player now. 

“He’s thinking more about what he 


has to do to win games,” says Wills. 
““He’s more consistent and he’s 
happier.” 


Possibly one of Willie’s greatest ac- 
complishments in the past three years 
has been his influence on the younger 
players. His physical appearance has 
something to do with it. At 6 feet 2 


inches and 185 pounds, he’s imposing. 

Then, too, his deep, deep bass voice re- 

sounds when he laughs in the clubhouse 
which is often these days. 

He still acts like a youngster, smiling 
and yelling encouragement to the 
youngsters—kids who were in their first 
years of grammar school when Willie 
cracked a home run in the majors. 

The Dodger rookies and sophomores 
aren’t trying to hit home runs, though, 
and the team batting average is up. In 
fact, by the All-Star break of this sea- 
son, the Dodgers were hitting .272 as a 
team, tops in the National League with 
the exception of hot San Francisco. 

And where was Willie? 

By All-Star time, Davis was hitting a 
solid .353 with 125 hits and 43 runs 
batted in, second on the club. He had 
only three home runs. 

**'..and you wanna know some- 
thing? Everytime I hit a home run this 


year, I went up to the plate determined 
to hit one. I don’t usually do that but 
when we’re way ahead I sometimes 
think I'll just swing for the fences.” 

His eight triples and 23 doubles led 
the league at that point and beginning 
May 1, Davis hit safely in 52 of the 60 
games in which he played. He had 
streaks of 16 games, nine games and one 
of 25 games. 

In an early July game at San Francis- 
co’s Candlestick Park, Davis and the 
Dodgers were to face tough Juan 
Marichal, who has a 21-1 record against 
Los Angeles in San Francisco games. 
Davis had a plan. 

He told all the starters that they’d 
sim ply try to tire Marichal out by taking 
the first two pitches he threw. The idea 
is that Marichal, who uses an extremely 
high kick, might get a bit frustrated at 
having to throw so many pitches. Be- 
sides, Davis reasoned, Candlestick Park 
is a wind tunnel, making it harder to 
pitch. 

Sure enough, Marichal was upset. It 
took him 23 minutes to retire the side 
in the top of the first inning as the wind 
and Willie Davis’ tactics worked to tire 
out the pitcher. The Dodgers scored 
single runs in the first, third and fourth 
and eventually clobbered the Giants 
144. 

In the following game, Davis ripped a 
bases-loaded triple as the Dodgers broke 
open a close game for a 7-3 Dodger vic- 
tory. 

“T really don’t care if we win by one 
run or ten runs,” said Willie, “but if you 
can win by 10, then win by 10. But 
really, baseball isn’t only hitting and 
fielding.” 

The remark came moments after the 
144 rout and Willie, the guy who had 

(Continued on page 73) 


Davis, barreling safely into third, says: ’’Base- 
ball isn’t only hitting and fielding.” 


Great for boosting your favorite Pro 
Football Teams! Stick on book 
covers, walls, windows, bikes, autos, 
envelopes, letters, luggage - every- 
thing. Create eye-catching collage 
effects on lamp shades, boak covers, 
waste cans, plaks, etc. Terrific value! 
Assorted sizes, shapes, colors, teams, 
slogans. Handsome designs . . . new 
quick-stick adhesive. Extra: $7 cash- 
value coupon free with order. For 
fast, prepaid shipment send $1.50 
to: 


Gamecraft Co. 
Box 2378 - Grand Central New York, N. Y. 10017 


L-56 
New York, N.Y, 10017 


Gamecraft Co 
Box 2378 - Grand Central 


Please send sets of 405 different 
TEAM-BOOSTER LABELS plus $1 cash- 
value coupon. Enclosed is $ ___at 
$1.50 per set. 
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City State Zip_ 
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“WHY I’M 
GLAD FAME 

CAME LATE”’— 
GEORGE 
BLANDA 


Continued from page 13 


tacks right down the center of the field 
where defenders have the toughest time. 
And he’s smart enough to throw the ball 
low so it can’t be intercepted. The op- 
Position can’t guess with him for he’s 
always varying his pitches. One time it’s 


a soft floater. Next time it’s a bullet.” 

George’s muscles seem to remember 
as well as his mind. “Here’s a play that 
beat Green Bay in 1954," he may think. 
And his muscles remember, too, and act 
accordingly. 

Blanda takes his heroics more calmly 
than do his teammates. He doesn’t even 
want to talk about them. 

His fame will be everiastingly 
sketched in the history of pro. football, 
for he holds more records than Bing 
Crosby - 

The NFL records rank him as the 
game’s highest scorer with 1561 points. 
The Pro Football Hall of Fame in Can- 
ton still lists Lou Groza as the leading 
scorer for it counts his four years in the 
All-American Conference while the NFL 
does not. No matter. George is only 47 
points short of Lou’s 1608 figure, and 
he’ll surpass it this season. 

Discarded as too old by the Chicago 
Bears in 1959 and by the Houston Oil- 
ers in 1966, Blanda today rates as about 
the best known athlete in the nation. 
Even more remarkable than his feats is 
his effect on middle-aged Americans. 

He restored virility and dignity to the 
over 40 set throughout the land, many 
of whom were previously written off by 
both the young generation and the man- 
agement of major companies. 

Before Blanda, a 40-year-old man 
would have been laughed out of em- 
ployment agencies. Today both groups 
are taking a better look at the older 
gents. 

Blanda’s effect was at once notice- 
able in the San Francisco Bay area by 
the marked increased in the number of 
joggers and bike riders. The greying 
newcomers felt they could at least give 
up their slippered ease by the fireside if 
a 43-year-old could win for the Raiders 
where the 20-year-olds couldn’t. 

The now generation, which before 
never trusted anyone over 30, didn’t 
know what to make of Blanda, who just 
may have ended America’s syndrome of 
youth. 

Even before the season was over, 
Blanda found himself a celebrity, not 
only in Northern California but also all 
over the nation. Television personalities 
call him from New York, urging him to 


appear on their programs. Newspapers 
and magazines begged for interviews. 
Book companies offered staggering sums 
for his life story. 

When Blanda’s jersey arrived at the 
Hall of Fame last December, it at once 
drew a record one-day attendance of 
2462. Hundreds watched aides install it 
in a display cage. And their comments 
titillated Dick Gallagher, the managing 
director. 

“Look at that—43 years old!” ex- 
claimed one fan. “Why he’s older than I 
am. You’d never catch me on any foot- 
ball field.” 

In the summe;of 1971, a new display 
area was set up at the Hall to recognize 
the start of the three-end offense. 

Most historians agree, it was born 
Oct. 30, 1949 when the Los Angeles 
Rams, using the new offense, whipped 
the Chicago Bears, 27-24. In checking 
details of the game, staffers found that 
Blanda had kicked a 37-yard field goal 
in it. 

Blanda is often reminded and kidded 
about his age. He is nine years older 
than Coach Madden. 

At a recent dinner, center Jim Otto 
joshed: “How could the coaches call a 
curfew on George since he’s older than 
they? At training camp, he often 
strolied out at 11 o’clock to check the 
Santa Rosa action. Sometimes he was 
back by 11:10.” 

Why Blanda started playing pro ball 
when Lamonica was just entering the 
third grade. But what hurts is when 
some of the young players address him 
as “Mr. Blanda.” 

Yes, something or someone is always 
reminding Blanda of his years. Take the 
exhibition game at Birmingham in 1969. 
The question rose if any player had per- 
formed in the stadium before. Stabler 
might have but he had already departed. 
Up spoke Blanda: “Yeh, I played here 
in 1945.” 

It startled many of the players for 
they had not even been born then. 

Those who knew Blanda in his early 
years are not too surprised by his 
longevity. 

Says quarterback Babe Parilli, 40: 
“His late success doesn’t surprise me at 
all. I've known George since college 
days. He was a senior at Kentucky and I 
was a freshman. We’ve been friends ever 
since. George is one of the most unusual 
men I’ve ever met and certainly the 
greatest competitor. There are a lot of 
these in pro football but only a few 
truly great ones. George will never quit. 
If he’s down, he'll bounce right back. | 
believe he has a different chemical 
makeup from most people.” 

Coach Bear Bryant, who coached 
both Blanda and Ken Stabler (at Ala- 
bama) praised: “I’m thrilled about what 
George is doing. But he ought to rest up 
and let Snake Stabler have a chance. 
George has the finest football mind | 


SIX GOOD 
REASONS why 


you, too, should be an 


ACCIDENT 


(1) You become a member of 
a respected, fast-growing 
profession. 


(2 You meet all kinds of inter- 
esting andimportant people. 


(3) You are not “chained” to an 
office desk or assembly line. 


Arrange your own training time. Only 15 
minutes a day can put you on the high road 
to success as ‘an Accident Investigator. Many 
men get their diplomas in just a few weeks. 
Along with training we give you FREE Em- 
ployment Help through our NATION- 
WIDE PLACEMENT SERVICE. We also 
show you how to start an investigating busi- 
ness of your own at home. Companies with 
job openings for salaried men or independ- 
ent investigators are making good use of 
our monthly graduate list. 


OFFICIAL PRO-BALL PRACTICE JERSEY 
Official pro-football practice jersey with 
team name on front. Looks sharp—feels 
great. Available in youth sizes (S, M & L) 
or adult sizes (S, M & L). Teams available 
are Rams, G.B., Dalias, Minnesota, Jets, 

Colts and Kansas. City. Specify team desired. 

No. 130—Youth Sizes _.. $2.98 per team 
No. 131—Adult Sizes __..$3.50 per team 
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INVESTIGATOR 


You render a worthy, neces- 
sary service (NO SELLING) 

to the community. 

There are many opportuni- 

ties for quick advancement. 

There are good openings in 

every state and Canada. 


Cut out—fill out—mail coupon today. Find [| 
out how YOU can be a Company Staff In- 
vestigator with good starting pay, many | 
fringe benefits, and a car furnished. Or if | 
you want to keep your present job, how you 
can be a Spare-Time Investigator where 
earnings are up to $50 a week and more. | 


* Car Furnished 
* Expenses Paid 
* Earn as You Learn 


* Work Part-Time or Full Time 
* No Selling of Any Kind 
* Only Average Education Required 


FREE INFORMATION THAT 
CAN CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
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Send me your FREE Brochure showing how | can quickly | 
| get into the Booming Accident Investigating Field and enjoy 
the job security and professional prastige offered Accident | 
Investigators. This does NOT obligate me in any way ond 


PRO-FOOTBALL PLAYING CARDS 
. For the real pro-football fan, 
here's a regular deck of 52 
playing cards that features 
your favorite team in an action 
pose. All 26 teams available. 
Each deck contains one team. 
Rag A team desired. 


i a FOOT LOCKER 
28” LONG x 14” WIDE 


Or you can be an independent investigator 
and work from your own home. Time 


counts—act now. NO SALESMAN WILL | 


CALL. Liberty School is Approved for Vet- 
eran’s and Servicemen’s Benefits under the 
GI. Bill. 


All 26 


each team 


14” DEEP 

.. Now, store all your sport 

merchandise in your very 
own foot locker emblaz- 
oned with your favorite 
NFL team emblem and 
colors. Holds all your 
equipment and really gives 


you that ‘‘Locker Room’’ 
feeling. Specify team. 
No. 502 —...............$6.98 


with simulated 


finish. Easy to read numer- 
als with red sweep second 
hand. Special pocket con- 
ceals excess cord. Packaged 
with lettering kit so you can 
inscribe your favorite team. 
No. 121 desk model..$11.98 
No. 122 wall model..$ 8.98 


| no salesman will call, | 
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Address | 
City State Zip 


PRO-FOOTBALL PRODUCTS 


Teams Available 


OFFICIAL 3-DIMENSIONAL 
PRO-FOOTBALL PLAQUE 


Authentic design and emblem of your 
~, favorite pro-football team framed and ready 
to hang. Made of high-impact plastic to 
give sharp color and authentic detail. Each 


plaque framed and ready to hang. Each 
plaque is a full 8%" x 734” and is a 
popular item for den, family room or TV 
room. All teams available except Minnesota 
and Detroit. 

No. 117 


$1.25 per team 


FOOTBALL CLOCK 
Beautifully detailed clock 


leather 


OFFICIAL NFL SPORT BLANKET 
Lightweight, waterproof blanket. Full 
56” x 56”. Available in all 26 teams 
with individual color and ensignia. 


Based on material used by the astro- Name 
nauts for warmth and lightness. Per- Address 
City & State 


fect for all outdoor events. 
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Royal Advertising Corp. 
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Rush me the team(s) listed below. | understand | must be delighted or my 
money will be refunded. 


Item + | Team 


How Many 


Please add 50¢ to total order for postage and handling. 


$ 8.98 per team N.Y. State Residents please add state and local sales tax. 


FEET | IN 
TALL AUTHENTIC 


Qutl/Z COLORS 
GLOW in the 

DARK EYES a 
imagine your friend 
shock when they see the 
“MONSTER” reaching out 
—sinister as the wildest 

cightmare. Bigger than 
life—Frankenstein—the 
man-made monster that 
terrorized the world. 7 
feet tall, with eyes that 
glow eerily in the dark 
for a special thrilling 
chill. So lifelike in au- 
thentic colors, that you'll 
probably find yourself 
talking to him. Won't 

you be surprised if he 
answers! 

There is also his periecs 
companion—BONEY the 
SKELETON—stark and 
scary—just a wonderful | 
pair to set your hair on 


end, 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Just send $1.00 plus 35c 

to cover postage and 

handling: for each mon- 

ster you want. ORDER rd; 

TWO AND SAVE. (The same fit 

35c for postage and han- | 

Pala Be ihe to orders 

for TWO MONSTERS—a 7 

total of 2 for $2.35.) 

Your money back if not 

satisfactorily horrified. iv 
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DEPT. 164-MR-83 sv iiy 
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THINNING HAIR 


HAIR LOOKING THIN? Anew 
unique product HAIR-THIC for 
MEN AND WOMEN could solve 
the appearance of your Thin- 
ning Hair problem. Formula- 
tion Isa suspended emulsion 
of highly specialized ingre- 
dients which when released 
appears to multiply the 
“body'"’ of every hair. In- 
stant result — fuller, richer 
looking head of hair. Safe, 
not greasy or oily, LAB TESTED. 


MSM ASS8 with order of HAIR-THIC instructive 
illustrated manual “GUIDE TO HEALTHY HAIR" by 
a DERMATOLOGIST M.D., included. 


Send No Money! Free 10 Day Trial! 
Pay postman $1.98 plus postage 
for a 60 day supply of HAIR-THIC 
plus FREE manual. Or send $1.98 
with order and we pay postage. 
(2 for $3.50, 3 for $5.00) MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE; if not satisfied 
. after 10 day trial. © Conyrgnt 1970 
LIFTEE CO. DEPT+He22, Box 608 Church, N.Y.C. 10008 
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MAIR THIC 


ONE BASEBALL CARD WORTH $700 


Yours FREE, an exciting 
reproduction of this fa- 
mous 60 year old card of 
the immortal Honus Wag- 
om ner, when you send $1 for 
@ subscription to The Sport Hobbyist, the 
magézine for sport collectors! Featuring 
thousands of cards, pictures, books, pro- 
grams, etc., for sale or trade. Tells you what, 
where and how to collect. We'll include ad- 
ditional FREE bonus cards if you rush your 
name and address and $1 to: 
THE SPORT HOBBYIST Dept. 10 
P.O. Box 3731 @ Detroit, Mich. 48215 
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Birth Certificates ¢F 


DIPLOMAS — WILLS — for2 


Marriage Certificates, High School and College 
Diplomas, Last Will & Testament (Blank semen 
Any 2 for $1. All 5 for $2. Prompt Confidential 
Service. Available only to persons 2] or over 
from ARTEK FORMS, 7471 Melrose Ave., 
Dept. 7486, Los Angeles, Calif. 90046. 


know of. We had him down one spring 
when we were just getting serious about 
teaching our quarterbacks to recognize 
defenses and react to them. George was 
amazing. It takes me time to recognize 
real keys. George would take one look 
and, boom, he’d have the answer. He’s 
going to make someone a great coach.” 

Blanda thinks Bryant is a great coach 
but he says he’s wrong in his prediction. 
“Coaching is not for me,” he declared. 
“Rather, it’s for the young fellows, like 
Madden.” 

At Harrah’s tournament, Blanda ad- 
mitted: “I’ve been in the game for more 
than two decades and, in a way, I’m 
glad that fame came late in life when I 
can handle it. | know some very young 
people who let fame handle them. And 
I’m also proud to be an inspiration to so 
many middle-aged fellows and have 
made them feel and act younger. I think 
youngsters now have more respect for 
their fathers.” 

George also knows how to handle ad- 
versity. A few days before the opening 
of the 1970 season, the Raiders placed 
Blanda on waivers. Although he domi- 
nated the NFL record book, all the 
other 25 teams just yawned. They had 
less use for a 43-year-oldster than did 
industry. So George went back to kick- 
ing with the taxi squad. 

He took it in stride. ““My age is 
against me,”’ he said. “A team has to 
look for younger players.” 

It was everybody’s mistake for no 
rookie ever did so much for a team as 
Blanda did for the Raiders as the season 
wore on. 

But George had had his moments be- 
fore at Oakland. After he had helped 
crush Houston, 56-7, in the playoff 
game following the 1969 season, Bud 
Adams, Jr., the Oilers’ owner, said his 
club had not had good leadership since 
Blanda took them to the AFL cham- 
pionships in 1960 and 1961 and to the 
runneryp spot in 1962. 

This came as a pleasant shock to Old 
George, In January, 1966, Coach Hugh 
(Bones) Taylor told Adams he didn’t 
want Blanda on the team anymore be- 
cause he “refuses to grow old graceful- 
ly.” Then Taylor added, “It’s either me 
or him.” 

Doubtless Adams had misgivings for 
he knew “the old buzzard” could still 
pass. In a 1964 game against Buffalo, 
Blanda had thrown 68 passes and com- 
pleted 37, both all-time records. Howev- 
er, a tennis elbow later had affected his 
throwing. 

Blanda had announced his retirement 
July 25, 1959 after a 10-year-career 
with the Chicago Bears, during which he 
set an NFL record of 156 straight con- 
version kicks. 

He would have retired once more in 
1966 if anybody except the Raiders had 
picked him up after Houston dropped 
him. 


Blanda felt the system installed by Al 
Davis was the most imaginative in the 
game and he knew he was smart enough 
to master it quickly enough to assure 
him some service at quarterback. 

As a Raider, Geritol George did not 
blush unseen before his miracle season 
of 1970. He merely led the AFL in scor- 
ing in 1967 with 116 points and in 1968 
with 117, the first to win the title on 
kicking alone. 

But Blanda wasn’t happy about this. 
**As a quarterback,” he explained, “‘I al- 
ways want the opportunity to play. I 
wouldn’t even stick around if my only 
use was as a kicker. | love the thrill of 
getting off a pass before being smashed 
down.” 

His first big opportunity came in 
1968 against Kansas City. After La- 
monica suffered a knee injury in the 
third quarter, Blanda came in and hit !1 
of 14 passes for 129 yards, a club rec- 
ord. 

Then came his first-¢ver chance to 
start for the Raiders—against Denver. 
The Broncos were redhot at the time. 
They had won four of their previous 
five games and, with Lamonica injured, 
50,000 fans overflowed Bears Stadium 
expecting an upset. It was then that 
Blanda showed what he could do when 
provided with a starting opportunity. 
He merely threw four touchdowns 
passes, one of 94 yards, to rout the 
Broncos, 43-7. 

George Blanda usually spits out 
whatever is on his mind and this trait 
appeared to have ended his career after 
the 1969 season. 

In the playoff battle with Kansas 
City, Lamonica hurt his hand late in the 
game when he hit it against the helmet 
of the Chiefs’ Aaron Brown, He was re- 
turned to the game later and was inef- 
fective. He was unable to move the club 
though the Chiefs gave it numerous op- 
portunities through mistakes. The 
Chiefs took it, 17-7. The loss stung the 
Raiders deeply for they had beaten Kan- 
sas City twice in the previous weeks. 

After the game, reporters asked Blan- 
da if he thought he should have played 
after Daryle was injured. He simply an- 
swered “Yes.” 

The quotes swept across the country, 
making it look as if Blanda were sec- 
ond-guessing his coach. 

George always has been blunt, if not 
short on diplomacy. At a Boosters’ lun- 
cheon before the Denyer game last sea- 
son, he was given a batch of written 
questions to answer. 

After reading them over, he 
grumped: “I’m not even going to read 
some of these. Why a 12-year-old would 
make more sense.”’ 

George was born and reared in 
Youngwood in the coal country of west- 
ern Pennsylvania, where his father, a 
Czech immigrant, worked in the mines. 

**T had six brothers and four sisters,” 


when | planned to 


retire before fifty 


this is the business that made it possible 


a true story by John B. Haikey 


Starting with borrowed money, in just 


eight years | gained financial security, 


sold out at a profit and retired. 


“Not until I was forty did I make up my 
mind that I was going to retire before 
ten years had passed. I knew I couldn’t 
do it on a salary, no matter how good. 
I knew I couldn’t do it working for 
others. It was perfectly obvious to me 
that I had to start a business of my own. 
But that posed a problem. What kind of 
business? Most of my money was tied 
up. Temporarily I was broke. But, when 
I found the business I wanted I was able 
to start it on a little over a thousand 
dollars of borrowed money. 


“To pyramid this investment into re- 
tirement in less than ten years seems 
like magic, but in my opinion any man 
in good health who has the same ambi- 
tion and drive that motivated me, could 
achieve such a goal, Let me give you a 
little history. 

*T finished high school at the age of 18 
and got a job as a shipping clerk. My 
next job was butchering at a plant that 
processed boneless beef. Couldn't see 
much future there. Next, I got a job as 
a Greyhound Bus Driver. The money 
was good. The work was pleasant, but 
I couldn’t see it as leading to retirement. 
Finally I took the plunge and went into 
business for myself. 


“J managed to raise enough money 
with my savings to invest in a combina- 
tion motel, restaurant, grocery, and ser- 
vice station. It didn’t take long to get 
my eyes opened. In order to keep that 
business going my wife and I worked 
from dawn to dusk, 20 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Putting in all those 
hours didn’t match my idea of indepen- 
dence and it gave me no time for my 
favorite sport—golf! Finally we both 
agreed that I should look for something 
else 


“TI found it. Not right away. I inves- 
tigated a lot of businesses offered as 
franchises. I felt that I wanted the 
guidance of an experienced company— 
wanted to have the benefit of the plans 
that had brought success to others, plus 
the benefit of running my own business 
under an established name that had 
national recognition. 

*“Most of the franchises offered were 
too costly for me. Temporarily all my 
capital was frozen in the motel. But I 
found that the Duraclean franchise 


offered me exactly what I had been 
looking for. 

“T could start for a small amount— 
a little over a thousand dollars—and 
that amount I could borrow. I could 
work it as a one-man business while get- 
ting a start. No salaries to pay. I could 
‘operate from my home. No office or shop 
rent or other overhead. For transporta- 
tion I could use the trunk of my family 
car. (I bought the truck later, out of 
profits.) But, best of all, there was no 
ceiling on my earnings. I could build a 
business as big as my ambition and en- 
ergy dictated. I could put on as many 
men as I needed to cover any volume. 
I could make a profit on every man 
working for me. And, I could build this 
little by little, or as fast as I wished. 

“So, I started. I took the wonderful 
training furnished by the company. 
When I was ready I followed the simple 
plan outlined in the training. During the 
first period I did all the service work 
myself, By doing it myself, I could make 
much more per hour than I had ever 
made on a salary. Later, I would hire 
men, train them, pay them well, and 
still make an hourly profit on their time 
that made my idea of retirement possible 
—I had joined the country club and now 
I could play golf whenever I wished. 

“What is this won- 
derful business? It’s 
Duraclean. And, what 
is Duraclean? It’s an 
improved, space-age . 
process for cleaning up- 
holstered furniture, rugs, 
and tacked down car- 
pets. It not only cleans 
but it enlivens and 
sparkles up the colors. 
It does not wear down 
the fiber or drive part of the dirt into 
the base of the rug as machine scrub- 
bing of carpeting does. Instead it lifts 
out the dirt by means of an absorbent 
dry foam. 

“Furniture dealers and department 
stores refer their customers to the Dura- 
clean Specialist. Insurance men say 
Duraclean can save them money on fire 
claims. Hotels, motels, specialty shops 
and big stores make annual contracts 
for keeping their carpets and furniture 
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fresh and clean. One Duraclean Special- 
ist recently signed a contract for over 
$40,000 a year for just one hotel. 

“Well, that’s the business I was able 
to start for a little over a thousand dol- 
lars. That’s the business I built up over 
a period of eight years. And, that’s the 
business I sold out at a substantial profit 
before I was fifty.” 

Would you like to taste the freedom 
and independence enjoyed by Mr. 
Haikey? You can. Let us send you the 
facts. Mail the coupon, and you'll re- 
ceive all the details, absolutely without 
obligation. No salesman will ever call on 
you. When you receive our illustrated 
booklet, you'll learn how we show you 
STEP BY STEP how to get customers; 
and how to have your customers get 
you more customers from their recom- 
mendations. 

With no obligation, we'll mail you a 
24-page brochure explaining the busi- 
ness. Then you, and you alone, in the 
privacy of your home, can decide. Don’t 
delay. Get the facts before your location 
is taken by someone else. Mail the 
coupon, now. 


DURACLEAN INTERNATIONAL 
1-9NN Duraclean Bldg., Deerfield, Ill. 60015 


Trek 


| DURACLEAN INTERNATIONAL 
1-9NN Duraclean Building 
I Deerfield, Illinois 60015 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION mail letter and 24-page illus- 
trated booklet explaining how | can increase my income 


and family security with a Duraclean Dealership. No 
j salesman is to call. 
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Why men in Accounting, Banking, 
Sales, Credit, Real Estate, 
Traffic, Insurance, Government 
and the Armed Services 


STUDY 


| IN 
e}SPARE 
> TIME 


as a way to 
increased 
earnings 


A knowledge of law is an asset for the person 
who aspires to a position of leadership and 
responsibility in business. The greatly in- 
creased role of government in business, the 
many new problems of law involving insur- 
ance, contracts, liability, employment, and 
much more—have caused management to put 
a special value on the law-trained executive. 
That is why executives with a law background 
are often found holding well-paid, upper- 
level administrative positions in business and 
industry. 

You can study law conveniently and enjoy- 
ably at home—at low cost—under the super- 
vision of LaSalle’s experienced Jaw faculty. 
Your study is illustrated with classic legal 
precedents and citations. Upon satisfactory 
completion of the prescribed course, a stu- 
dent may, if he wishes, take a proctored exam 
for the Bachelor of Laws degree. (This 
degree does not qualify 
you to sit for any state 
bar exam or practice 
law, except in Califor- 
nia; detailed require- 
ments supplied to Cali- 
fornia residents.) The 
valuable LaSalle Library 
of 14 volumes is given as 
part of your course. Mail 
coupon for free booklet 
today. LaSalle, 417 S. 
Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Illinois 60605. 


Send for 
this Free 


Booklet 
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LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY | 


A Correspondence Institution 
417 S. Dearborn Streat, Dept.7)-031 Chicago, Illinois 60605 


Please send me your free illustrated booklet 
“Law ‘Training for Leadership”’ 
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said George. “so 1 learned to compete 
early. We competed for everything. 
Even the food on our table.” 

Good in everything, George chose 
Kentucky U. because he thought he was 
best in basketball and it was a cage hot- 
bed. But he suffered a knee injury in 
football as a freshman and never went 
out for basketball. 

George laughed. “It was just as well. 
They had All-Americans on the bench 
then. Ralph Beard and Alex Groza were 
in my class. And a lot of other classy 
players were coming back from the 
war.” 

Bear Bryant became coach when 
Blanda was a sophomore, and he made 
George a blocking back in a Notre Dame 
box formation. 

‘“} was one of only about five guys 
who stayed after Bryant came,” recalled 
George. “College football was a lot dif- 
ferent then. Bear had tryouts all sum- 
mer and he brought in a bus load of new 
recruits every day. It was rough. But 
he’s a great coach. | owe a lot of what 
I’ve been able to do to him.” 

Bryant switched to a T formation in 
George’s last two years, when he played 
quarterback but he did no place kicking. 

“Bear wouldn’t let me kick,” said 
George. “He had a theory that a punter 
shouldn’t place kick, too, I was the 
punter. My ability here came on my 
own. I had been place kicking since I 
was 6 years old. Bryant worked us like 
slaves 11 months of the year. I was 6-2, 
195 when I entered Kentucky, but my 
weight dropped to 180 in football. To- 
day I play at 218.” 

After graduation in 1949, George 
was married to his college sweetheart, 
Betty Harris, then a school teacher. 
They now have a son, Rick, 18, and a 
daughter, Leslie, 14. 

The Bears (who first signed Blanda) 
like the Raiders later, almost let George 
get away. They traded him to the Balit- 
more Colts early in the season. A few 
days later the Colts swapped him to 
Green Bay. By then George Halas had 
second thoughts. He regained Blanda 
the next day, after he had arrived in 
Green Bay. 

No bonus baby, Blanda signed with 
the Bears in 1949 for a $600 advance on 
his salary, which he was to pay back if 
he made the team. 

“I never enjoyed my years with the 
Bears,” George said. “I couldn’t stom- 
ach George Halas. He was so cheap he 
wouldn't even buy me a kicking shoe.” 

Blanda played linebacker as a rookie 
and was a third string quarterback be- 
hind Johnny Lujack and Sid Luckman. 
But George did kick 156 extra points in 
a row before missing one in 1956. He 
moved in and out of the starting quar- 
terback job several times, then finally 
quit in 1959 after he could no longer 
tolerate Halas. 

Brought out of retirement by Hous- 


ton in 1960 for the start of the AFL, 
Blanda at once caught fire, pitching the 
Oilers to the title in both 1960 and 
1961. 

Blanda believes he was at his best in 
the early 1960s. 

“TI thought maybe I was through in 
1961,” recalled George. “Our coach, 
Lou Rymkus, decided I was too old. He 
benched a half-dozen of us older play- 
ers. We went 1-3-1. Then Rymkus was 
fired and replaced by Wally Lemm. He 
put me back at quarterback and we won 
nine straight games and then beat San 
Diego for the title.” 

His accomplishments in those days 
were sometimes ridiculed on the 
grounds that the AFL was a Mickey 
Mouse league. Blanda still resents these 
charges. 

“IT think our 1960 and 1961 Houston 
club could have beaten the NFL cham- 
pions,”’ said George, ‘“‘and I regret we 
didn’t have the chance to prove it.” 

George feels he’s lucky to have es- 
caped serious injury, else he could not 
have played so long. 

“I had a separated shoulder with 
Chicago in 1954,” he remembered. “‘I 
had cracked ribs at Houston. | could 
scarcely breathe but I played and said 
nothing though the fans and sportswrit- 
ers were saying I was too old to play. 
Then came my tennis elbow. My only 
leg injury was to my knee. | had an op- 
eration on it in 1946 and it hasn’t trou- 
bled me since.” 

Blanda’s career was different from 
that of other quarterbacks because he 
always had that little something extra 
going for him—his ability to kick field 
goals better than the specialist and with 

He did well in his early years, al- 
though the records didn’t show it. Lu- 
jack always was used to kick the field 
goals inside the 20-yard line. Blanda got 
the longer ones. Naturally, he missed 
more, and it hurt his reputation as a 
kicker. 

A ruggedly handsome Marlboro man 
today with piercing blue eyes and a 
deeply tanned face that looks lived in, 
Blanda is, like the Marlboro man, a con- 
stant smoker but he prefers a different 
brand. 

Retirement? 

George seldom thinks of it. 

“I'll play as long as Al Davis believes 
I’m contributing something to the 
team,” he says. “I’ve lost very little over 
the years. I set up quicker now for 
passes. My arm is as strong as ever. I’ve 
always been a short passer with a lot of 
control. Nearly all your top quarter- 
backs are also short passers who take 
advantage of the bomb only when the 
opportunity occurs. | do the same thing. 
I joined Houston because I love the 
game. I enjoy myself even more at Oak- 
land, even though I’m older.” 

Still he doesn’t feel like an anachro- 
nism. 
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GROW MAN GROW! 


GROW MAN GROW! (Ladies too!) 


Could you use a few more inches in height? 
Are you fed up with being called ‘shorty’, ‘Little Man’ 
or even ‘Hey you down there’. 


NOW for the first time on the North American 
continent we present NEW HEIGHT, a complete, 
illustrated step-by-step course showing how you 
can actually increase your height from two to six. 
inches in a few short weeks. 
No gadgets, strenuous exercise, appliances, drugs 
or elevators - NEW HEIGHT is based on a Swiss/ 
English Scientific method which reactivates the 
whole body. Here’s PROOF: 
“Before taking your NEW HEIGHT course | 
was two inches shorter than my girlfriend, now five 
weeks later | am an inch taller. She is thrilled.” 
NEW HEIGHT is effective for either sex, completely safe 
and what's more every course comes with a written guaran- 
tee that you will actually grow inches 


taller, or your money cheerfully refunded. 
You have nothing to lose .. . but your 
shortness! 

Spend a few minutes a day in the privacy 
of your own room, following our step-by- 
step instructions and in only a few short 


weeks you will be amazed at your increase in height. 


PRICED AT ONLY 


$798 


MAIL NO-RISK 
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hospitals and clinics 
throughout the US, 
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NEW HEIGHT ® 


Listen to what ‘RT’ of Toronto had to say about our secret 
method: 


“At 43 years of age | have gained 3” in height. My am- 
bition is to keep going until | reach the six feet mark.” 


“Your NEW HEIGHT course is worth ten times your 
cost. My life has changed since | gained 4%”. ‘GE’ 
New York, N_Y. 


“ gained a full inch the first 4 days” says JFG of 
LA, Calif. “! have no hesitation in recommending 
NEW HEIGHT to anyone who wants to be taller”. 
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COUPON 


Whether it be social success, love, sports, jobs or pleasure, 
the tall man always seems to get there first. 
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ACT NOW! If you are worried about being short, act NOW | s aldbe a Pept RSG4 


: z PO Box 146 Brampton, Ont. Canada 
for anew you! Tallup instantly and permanently with our You betl want te be tailor! 
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fully guaranteed NEW HEIGHT method. Don't hesitate Pe Gar pian wiruptiens |W amncarstan 
another minute. Gain height. Be Taller NOW! there is full money return if 1 don‘t gain 


inches in height. Enclosed $7.98 (money 
order / cash / check (allow 3 weeks on 


Our course is priced at only $7.98, a modest sum in return Jf checks for bank clearance) i 
for the happiness added tallness can bring you. U -shomnns adobe csace maeatteo Go athe chedisiprespss esterases i 
Order now and we will rush our complete NEWHEIGHT 4 "“r"r™ 1 
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MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 
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SECRET BOOK SAFE 


With Combination Lock ONLY 


Only You Can Open $400 
. Ap 


The Secret Book Safe looks just like any book so no one 
would think to look for valuables in it. But even chance 
discovery leaves your possessions safe — securely 
jocked by a combination only YOU know — because YOU 
yourself have set it. Simple instructions show you 
how. Tough under structure is covered with simulated 
leather binding to look just like a real book. Just send 
$1.00 plus 25c postage and handling for each book 
Safe you want. Money back if you are not satisfied. 


HONOR HOUSE DEPT, 164-65.83 LYNBROOK, N.Y. 11563 


X-RAY SPECS 


An Hilarious Optical Ilusion 


Scientific optical principle really works. imagine 
— you put on the ‘'X-Ray’’ Specs and hold your 
hand in front of you. You seem to be able to 
look right through the flesh and see the bones 
underneath. Look at your friend. Is that really 
his body you ‘‘see’’ under his clothes? Loads 
of laughs and fun at parties. Send only $1 olus 
25¢ shipping charges Money Back Guarantee 
HONOR HOUSE PRODUCTS CORP 
Lynbrook, N.Y. Dept.164-xR-83 


20 COURSE HOME STUDY PROGRAM 
TE Msi 


Only 
Endurance, Stunts, ete. $900 


Here is what you get! 
® 20 best KARATE Blows and Chops 


tomy chart 
@ JUDO throws, Jiu Jitsu holds 
@ isometric muscie Duilding course 
@ Endurance Exercises lots more 


FREE Karate Practice Dummy 
and Nerve Center Chart 
just 31.00 plus 250 for postage snd hendiinn te: 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS OEPT.164-KR-33 
LYNBAOOK. N.Y. 11963 


QUICK MONEY 


EARN BETWEEN $6 and $10 per hour. Work 
for yourself, at your own time, and perform a 
necessary public service. SO EASY IT CAN BE 
DONE ANYWHERE AT ANYTIME. No gimmick 


involved. HELP YOURSELF OUT OF THE MON- 
EY DOLDRUMS. Send your name and address, 
and $2.00 to 


G.A.S. & Co., 7551 Melrose Av., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 90046. 7486 
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“This game is darned good fun when 
you’re with a winner,” he continued. 
“Pd have quit four years ago had | been 
with a loser. I feel [ can execute as well 
as ever. I’ve never been out of shape. I 
play two hours of handball every day in 
the winter when I’m home in LaGrange, 
Ill., and I try to do the same thing at the 
YMCAs when I’m on the road, as | have 
been lately. When it warms up | begin 
golfing again. 

“Actually, | don’t want to retire un- 
til the Raiders win the NFL title. I think 
we can do it this season. If we do, I’ll 
probably retire, for all my goals then 
would be fulfilled. Vil be 44 then. 
That’s a helluva lot longer than | ever 
intended to play.” & 


INSIDE 
LEROY 

KELLY’S 
SECRET 
BATTLE 


Continued from page 31 


play which it has run frequently and 
successfully since Brown’s day, although 
opposing teams know it’s coming. 

However, Kelly felt the defense has 
been setting more and more for the 
sweep and “I can’t get outside, so it be- 
comes more like an off tackle play.” 

Kelly, a former high school quarter- 
back, was referring to the stack defense 
in which the defensive front four over- 
shifts toward the side of the field with 
the most running room. 

However, Kelly feels the Browns 
simply got caught in the middle of a 
new defensive trend. “But when they 
stack up to cut off the sweep, they’ve 
got to leave a weakness somewhere else, 
and we'll devise plays to take advantage 
of that,’’ he said. 

There is also the idea forwarded by 
several pro coaches that the day of the 
small—and Kelly is relatively small at 
205 pounds—back is reaching an end, 
that the trend is toward big backs. 

The Browns, themselves, had hoped 
to draft Ohio State’s big John Brocking- 
ton and, failing that, picked Bo Cornell, 
another big guy, from Washington. 

But it would be difficult to imagine 
any coach not wanting Kelly, or Sayers 
or some of the other “‘smaller’’ but still 
great runners. 

“! think there still is a place for a 
back my size,” Kelly says, “and I’m 
looking forward to the challenge of 
coming back to prove it. 

The challenge will be nothing new to 
the man who took over for Brown and 
worked hard to turn himself into a top 
flight runner, excellent blocker and fine 
pass catcher—he has caught more than 
120 passes out of the backfield for more 
than 1,600 yards—and another 10 


touchdowns. He even throws an occa- 
sional pass, and has done some punting. 

One of his most risky challenges was 
his demand for more than a $12,000 
raise after his brilliant 1966 season. Ina 
daring gamble, he rejected a $12,000 
pay hike and played out his option. 

“It was taking a big chance,” he ad- 
mits, “but I had the good fortune to 
stay healthy.” 

When he turned in another stellar 
year in 1967, owner Art Modell re- 
warded him with a star’s pay increase 
that gave him a good shove in the direc- 
tion of his present salary in the neigh- 
borhood of $80,000. 

However, perhaps the most satisfying 
and rewarding challenge—more so than 
the pay raise—was Kelly’s interest in 
young Lance Sheely, a first grader who 
wanted to grow up to be a football play- 
er like his idol, Leroy Kelly. 

Young Lance was in such a hurry to 
make it big like Kelly he neglected his 
school work, thinking only of scoring 
touchdowns. When his teacher finally 
gave up hope, she suggested he write 
“Mr. Kelly” and find out his views. 

To the surprise of the teacher, Kelly 
took time out and wrote the boy a per- 
sonal letter with an enclosed auto- 
graphed picture. He wrote: 

“Il am very glad that you are interest- 
ed in football and am honored to know 
that you consider me to be one of your 
favorite runners. As long as | am part of 
the game, | will continue to try my best 
to live up to the confidence you and 
other fans have placed in me. 

“But in return for my efforts to 
please you, I want to ask a favor of 
YOU. Playing professional football is 
not all the glory it sometimes appears to 
be. It requires hard work, training and, 
although you might not think so, it re- 
quires education. 

“I cannot play football forever. Age 
is an important factor. When | am 
forced to give up the sport, | must have 
something else to which I can turn. This 
is why education is important, even to a 
football player. 

“So whether you want to play foot- 
ball or be anything else you desire, as a 
favor to me, STAY IN SCHOOL. Also, 
remember that reading plays an impor- 


tant part in the career you plan to 
have.” 
Lance’s interest in education in- 


creased, and he still wants to be “just 
like Leroy Kelly.”” 

Kelly, too, is thinking about his fu- 
ture with one year left on his present 
contract. 

“IT hope to sign for two more years, 
and maybe that will be it,” he says. 

But it’s difficult to see him quitting 
at the age of 31, unless injuries catch up 
with him again. There still remain a 
number of goals, a number of challenges 
to be met. 

Despite his mediocre—for him—1970 


Need a better job? Want to own a business? 


Earn Big Money !—Be an Auto Mechanic! 
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RAS Learn at Home 
in Your Spare Time! 


Skilled men are desperately needed in 

the Auto Repairing Field. Over 20,000 
must be trained each year. If you are 

}\ 18 or over and want an exciting, big 
pay future in this dynamic field, CTI 

/| home-training is for you! Get the facts 
that can put more money in your 

. pockets—fast! Use the coupon to send 


YOU RECEIVE TOOLS AND 
TESTING INSTRUMENTS 


for the free CTI book—NOW! 


MECHANIC'S 
TOOLS 
INCLUDING 
SOCKET SET 


TO HELP YOU LEARN FAST! 


In addition to easy lessons 
and work projects, you 

get (and keep) a set of 
mechanic’s tools and 

testing instruments that help 
locate engine and electrical 
system troubles quickly. 
You get experience as 

you train. 
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IMARKET. 


MAILORDER MONEYMAKING KIT. Free Details, Pictures. 
Prudential, Box 327-Cl4, Boston, Massachusetts 02199, 
$200.00 Daily In Your Mailbox! Follow Mailorder Experts. 
Free Details. Associates, Box 136-MH, Holland, Michigan. 
BIG PROFITS addressing and mailing. Details free, Andrews 
Sale, Blue Island, I\linois 60406. — 
| Made $40,000.00 Year By Mailorder! Helped others make 
money! Start with $10,00—Free Proof. Torrey, Box 318-MT, 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197. _ 3 . —_ 
_____MONEY-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
MAKE $1.00 PER SALE selling engraved métal Social 
Security plates, Free Sales Kit. Engravaplates, Box 10460- 
7410, Jacksonvilla, Florida 32207. 
FREE Copy of world’s laading contest magazine! Write Prize- 
winner, Box 11569, St. Petersburg, Florida 33733. 
$150.00 Weekly! Home Addressing! Details 25¢ Smith, 
Box 2469-W55, Newark, New Jerséy. oe 
PROFITABLE! INEXPENSIVE! Make money at home selling 
our books and manuals by mail. Goodman's, Stanville, 
Kentucky 41659. Ye Oe a ae 
MAKE $12.00 Dozen Lacing Billfolds. Details Free! Redi- 
kut’s-50, Richland Center, Wisconsin. 
ADDRESSERS AND MAILERS Needed, Send Stamp For 
Information. Lindbloom Brothers, 3636 Peterson, Chicago, 
inate COGN ee. 4 ee 
$25,000 POSSIBLE! Be your own boss! Amazing book tells 
how to start your own business. Guaranteed, Send $2.00 now. 
Six-Mile, Dept. 9018, Box 45, Commerce, Oklahoma 74339, 
ey AGENTS WANTED - 
ROCKITE PATCHING CEMENT, Sample $1.00. Write: 
Hartline, 2186 Noble, Cleveland, Ohio 44112. 
______—sSALESMEN WANTED 
EARN BIG COMMISSIONS Soliciting delinquent accounts. 
No collacting or investment. Metropolitan Finance, 1129 West 
41st, Kansas City, Missouri, 
EDUCATION—INSTRUCTION—SCHOOLS > 
MOVE AHEAD FAST In The Action Profession! Insurance 
Adjusters needed to settle more than 22 million claims early. 
Excellent salary, exciting work, outstanding benefits. Ouali 7 
in months, studying at home in Boe spare time. For Free 
Booklet write Career Academy, Dept. 07-N145-203, 61) E. 
Wells Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201, 3 
DETECTIVE COURSE. Froe Information. Universal Detec- 
tives, Box 8180-C, Universal City, California. 
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION—JOBS 


FOREIGN, U.S.A. job opportunities available, All occupations. 
Construction. Monthly to $3,000.00. Paid travel, overtime, 
bonuses. Universal Employment, Dept. ©, Woodbridge, 
Connecticut 06525, < 
AUSTRALIA!! Jobs Galore!! Government assisted transpor- 
tation. Handbook, Free Details!! Write: Associated, Box 
17-W71, Lafayette, Galifornia 94549, 3 

OF INTEREST TO MEN 
MEN ONLY: Vacuum exercise method improves body mea- 
surements in minutes. Illustrated, $1.00 (Refundable)— 
Aspira, Box 4989, Washington, D.C.20008, 
Who else wants to baat the horses? “Bet-O-Meter’’ uses same 
method as “pros.”” “insiders” for “live” and “hot horses.” 
Use at all tracks, thorobred, harness, dog races. Information 
free! ilich, 697-GL, East 219 St., Bronx, New York 10467 
es aig OP INTERES) IO AS 
GENUINE DIAMONDS: Beautiful Belgium Industrial Dia- 
monds, 4% carat $15, full carat $25. Surprise someone. Rush 
payment (Refundable). Starshine, Box 1353, Smyrna. 
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OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT ..... Australia, Europe, Asia, 
South America! All Ocoupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! Writs: 
Employment international, Box 29217-RT, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 

WORLD-WIDE ... U.S.A... , Jobs Galore!! San Francisco, 
New York, Paris, Tokyo, Roms, Mexico City. $700.00 to 
$3,000.00 Paid Overtime, Travel Allowance, Siahtsesing!! 
Write: Global Employment, Box 706-A71, Orinda, Calif, 94563. 
OVERSEAS JOBS—Europe, Soulh America, Australia, Far 
East, ste, 2000 openinas all trades. Construction, Office, 
Engineering, Sales, atc. $700 to $3,000 month. Expenses paid, 
Free Information. Write Overseas Jobs, International Airport, 
Box 536-C, Miami, Florida 33148. 


REAL ESTATE : - 
U.S... .. Ganadian Government Land .. , Low as $1.00 acre. 


Homestead .. . Vacationing Investment. Free Details! Land 
Digest, Box 11071-A, Indianapolis, Indiana 46201. “ 
MUSIC—SONGPOEMS 
SONGPOEMS WANTED. Top composer with publisher con- 
tacts. Share royalties. Midsouth, 10623 Westland, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39209. 
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 
SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCE, (journal), plus Subderior Men 
(book), plus Intellectual Book Gatalon, $1, Truth Seeker Co., 
Box 2832, San Diego, California 92112. 
: HYPNOTISM. ; 
HYPNOTISM REVEALED! Free Illustrated Details; Powers, 
12015 Sherman Road, North Hollywood, California 91605. 
SLEEP LEARNING ——*. 
SLEEP-LEARNING—HYPNOTISM! Strange catalog free! 
Autosuanestion, Box 24-MX, Olympia, Washington. 
PERSONAL—MISCELLANEOUS 
SECRET LOANS BY MAIL Borrow $100 to $1500 for any 
food reason in absolute privacy. No interviews, no endorsers, 
no co-sianers, Fast service. Write Dial Finance Co,, Dept. 
G-667, 410 Kilpatrick Bido,, Omaha, Nebraska 68102 
1969-1970 CHEVROLETS, FORDS, Dodges from $699 to 
$999. Free catalog. Pan Am, AAX-2 Hanse Avenue, Freeport, 
New York 11520. 
ADVERTISERS— AGENCIES 
“SECRETS OF SUCCESSFUL CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS- 
ING” tells short-cuts to bigoer mail response and profits. 
Includes copy-hints plus whare to place your ads and why— 
and much moré. $1.00 postpaid. Refundable, Free Details 
about millions-of-prospects for your “offer,” Write S. Omessi, 
Dapt. SO-M9, Classified, Inc., 100 E. Ohio St, Chicago 60611, 


Give Happiness 


The United Way 


season, he made the biggest jump in the 
all time rushing standings, from 21st to 
10th as the leading active rusher. Bill 
Brown of Minnesota, a 10-year veteran, 
is Llth with 5,192 yards; Sayers of 
Chicago, 17th with 4,918 yards, and 
Jim Nance of New England 18th with 
4.860 yards. Sayers and Nance each 
have played six years, but neither had to 
sit behind Jim Brown for two seasons. 

Although Brown’s yardage appears 
out of sight after Kelly’s two wasted 
seasons and two injured years, it is not 
inconceivable that with a few more 
1,000-yard-plus performances, he could 
move into the No. 3 spot now held by 
Jimmy Taylor with 8,597 yards. 

That would leave only Joe Perry, 
who. needed 16 years to compile 9,723 
yards ahead of him, along with Brown, 
who will always be a difficult man to 
replace in the memory of Cleveland 
fans. But it’s just as certain that Leroy 
Kelly also will never be forgotten. e 
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very high in adequate compensation to 
the Cowboys, as the NFL mules call for 
in these type of cases. 

After claiming that all NFL clubs had 
shut their doors to him, Hayes went 


shopping in the Canadian Football 
League, but found no takers there ei- 
ther, despite the fact the CFL and NFL 
have no working agreement and that 
north of the border clubs take fiendish 
delight in grabbing off NFL stars. So, 
finally, Hayes, who had been so highly 
critical of the Cowboys in the past, 
signed a five-year pact which reportedly 
calls for $60,000 per annum. 

The Cowboys, who rarely make a 
trade, really came up with a doozy 
when they were able to corral Alworth 
from the Chargers in exchange for tight 
end Pettis Norman, tackle Tony Liscio 
and defensive tackle Ron East. Alworth, 
in a manner of speaking, replaces Lance 
Rentzel, who was deali to the Rams for 
tight end Billy Truax and wide receiver 
Wendell Tucker. 

Thus, with Alworth, Hayes, Tucker, 
Richardson and Rucker, the Cowboys 
appear to have a receiving corps second 
to none. Dallas regards Truax to be the 
best combination receiver-blocker 
they’ve ever had at tight end. His back- 
up man is Mike Ditka. 

Alworth, still young enough at age 
31, had been bothered by injuries and 
personal problems with the Chargers last 
year but is starting with a clean slate 
with the Cowboys in *71. There is no 
telling what new heights he may reach. 


The few trades Cowboys’ prexy Tex 
Schramm has made through the years 
have proven highly successful. He has 
brought to Dallas such mainstays as 
Chuck Howley, Ralph Neely, Mike 
Clark, Ron Widby and Ditka, among 
others. So there’s no reason to think 
that the newest trade winds won’t blow 
in Dallas’ direction. 

Yet, when all is said and done, it is 
that complex and demanding position 
of quarterback that holds the key to the 
Cowboys’ fate. They got away without 
much of a passing attack last year, but it 
remains to be seen whether it can or will 
happen again. 

The Cowboys were the happiest team 
on earth last January 3 after taking the 
measure of the San Francisco 49ers, 
17-10, to win the National Conference 
title. 

“People said we couldn’t win the big 
games, huh?” exclaimed an ecstatic 
Craig Morton. “This was a big game and 
we won it.” 

Though he completed only seven of 
the 22 passes he attempted, Morton 
connected on two big ones in the sec- 
ond half which helped turn the tide of 
victory. 

However, a Super Bowl title was not 
to be in the Cowboys’ future as they 
bowed to the Baltimore Colts. 16-13, on 
Jim O’Brien’s 32-yard field goal with 
five seconds remaining on the clock. 

Thus came to the Dallas team anoth- 
er of the many frustrations it has suf- 
fered on sO many occasions, perhaps 
more than any team should have to 
bear. 

Typical of the players’ feelings at the 
final gun was Bob Lilly’s reaction. The 
All-League defensive tackle heaved his 
helmet 40 yards downfield. Recalling it, 
Lilly says, “It was the most frustrating 
moment of my life.” 

Aptly called the Blooper Bowl by 
many, it could easily have gone the 
Cowboys’ way had they not blown sev- 
eral golden opportunities. The Colts 
converted two tipped passes into inter- 
ceptions, cashing them in for 10 points 

-all they needed to win—in the final 
quarter. The second one was grabbed by 
Baltimore’s Mike Curtis, when Dan 
Reeves leaped for Morton’s high pass 
but couldn’t hold it, Curtis returned to 
the Cowboys* 28 where the Colts bided 
their time until O’Brien booted the win- 
ner through the uprights. 

And, what makes the Cowboys feel 
even worse, every time they think about 
it, was the fact that just about a minute 
earlier they had possession on the Colts’ 
48 with ideas of moving the ball into 
range for a winning three-pointer of 
their own. 

Coach Tom Landry didn’t say much 
to his men after the disappointing loss. 
“What can you say? It was all there for 
us and we lost it,” said the Dallas men- 
tor. 
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And now it’s another season and an- 
other try at the big prize. The schedule 
appears to be on the Cowboys’ side as 
their six out-of-division opponents had a 
combined won-lost percentage in 1970 
of .321. 

Though the Cowboys were mighty 
gloomy following that Super Bowl de- 
feat, there was even more gloom after 
they were humiliated on a Monday 
night national TV game, 38-0, by the St. 
Louis Cardinals. That gave them a 54 
mark, put them in third place in the 
Eastern Division, two games back of the 
Cardinals. 

“After that,’ remembers defensive 
captain and middle linebacker Lee Roy 
Jordan, “everybody was down on us.” 

The Cowboys then journeyed to 
Washington where they proceeded to 
dismantle the Redskins, 45-21, as Mor- 
ton completed 12 of 15 passes for 176 
yards in the Cowboys’ top offensive ef- 
fort of the campaign. Rookie halfback 
Duane Thomas, who was knocked out 
on the opening kickoff, returned to 
tally three touchdowns and rush for 104 
yards. 

Green Bay became the Cowboys’ 
next victim, 16-3, as Mike Clark booted 
three field goals and Hayes tallied a TD 
on a |3-yard end-around play. 

Dallas, exploding for 27 second-half 
points, ripped the Redskins for the sec- 
ond time in 15 days, this time, 34-0, 
before edging the Cleveland Browns, 
6-2, on Clark’s pair of second-half field 
goals. 

The final game of the regular season 
saw the Cowboys win their fifth straight 
game to capture the NFC Eastern Divi- 
sion crown by crushing the Houston Oil- 
ers, 52-10, as Morton completed 13 of 
17 attempts for 349 yards and a club- 
tying five TD tosses. Hayes set a Cow- 
boys’ mark by catching four touchdown 
passes. 

The Cowboys’ Doomsday Defense 
finished the regular season by permit- 
ting only 15 points and only one touch- 
down in its last four regular season tri- 
umphs The offense led in rushing, av- 
eraging 164.3 yards per game. 

The Cowboys again showed their 
mettle in winning the NFC Divisional 
Playoff, 5-0, over the Detroit Lions, re- 
cording the lowest scoring victory in 
NFL playoff annals. It also marked the 
fifth consecutive game in which the 
Cowboys’ defense did not allow a 
touchdown. 

Then came the glorious triumph over 
the 49ers, and the dregs of defeat at the 
hands of the Colts. 

What caused the amazing rebirth of 
the Cowboys after being almost at 
death’s door following the humiliating 
defeat by the Cards? 

According to Lilly, “‘After that loss, 
everybody said, ‘We’re out of it, so let’s 
relax and have some fun’.” 


Player-coach Reeves says, “Nobody 


loved us any more, so we had to band 
together.” 

Coach Landry explains, ““The team’s 
ability to turn things completely around 
was really something. In all my years in 
pro football, I can’t recall anybody ever 
doing this before. I’ve seen teams do it 
from season to season but never during 
the same season. It was most gratifying 
that we made the Super Bowl after 
being written off after mid-season.” 

Morton played the 70 season under 
several handicaps that would have 
forced a lesser man to the sidelines. Be- 
sides his shoulder and elbow ailments. 
he had a very bad knee and a cut on his 
throwing hand .which required four 
stitches. But his biggest problem was the 
elbow which hampered his throwing tre- 
mendously. 

But, in the words of 49er head coach 
Dick Nolan, ‘When you can run the ball 
like the Cowboys do, you don’t have to 
pass.” 

The condition of Morton’s arm in ’70 
is best summed up thusly: Tex 
Schramm asked, “‘Does it feel normal 
when you cut loose?”’ Craig’s reply was, 
“I don’t know what normal feels like.” 

The great Dallas defense which went 
19 straight quarters over a six-game peri- 
od last year without allowing an enemy 
TD, figures to be even better than ever. 
It’s the offense that has Landry worried, 
with Morton, of course, the principal 
cog. If he’s got it this year, the Cowboys 
figure to breeze in the NFC East and 
perhaps go on and possibly win their 
final game of the season, something 
they’ve been aspiring to since joining 
the NFL in 1960. It not, itll be a long 
hard road, as it was in *70. But how can 
you expect a team to go that far with- 
out a passing attack two seasons in a 
row? 

Maybe the change of scenery from 
the Cotton Bowl to the new Texas Sta- 
dium will help the Cowboys to that long 
lost Goldmine in the Sky. 

There are many doubters among 
Cowboy-watchers about whether the 
Cowboys have the moxie to gain the 
Super Bowl title during our lifetime. 
They maintain that no matter what they 
do and how far they go, they'll never 
ever win that big one. 

Lee Roy Jordan insists the critics are 
wrong. 

“Our defense is what'll carry us into 
the 197] season. We’ve got togetherness 
like we never had before and we’re not 
about to lose it. Just wait and see.” 

There are so many intangibles in- 
volved in winning and losing champion- 
ships that it would take an entire book 
to list them. But if one of the principal 
ones is pride, then the Cowboys will be 
right in there again. 

And, as Coach Landry explains, “‘It is 
a great handicap to play in an atmo- 
sphere where everyone maintains you 
cannot win the big ones. I say they’re 
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wrong, We won a lot of big games last 
season in order to reach the Super 
Bowl.” 

It is very difficult to judge Morton’s 
pro career because of the numerous in- 
juries he has suffered since joining the 
club in *65. Following a four-year ap- 
prenticeship behind Meredith, Craig 
took over the top job in ’69 when Mere- 
dith retired before the season began. He 
was doing okay until he dislocated the 
index finger on his right hand during a 
pre-season contest. After missing one 
regular season setto, he returned to set 
the league ablaze, hitting on 73 percent 
of his tosses until suffering a shoulder 
separation in the fourth game of the 
campaign. He played the rest of the sea- 
son, but was hampered in his throwing, 
of course. He underwent surgery after 
the season and had a bit of trouble get- 
ting back into the throwing groove in 


1970, but showed many signs of great- 
ness. 

Before Landry decided to take over 
the play-calling himself, Morton was re- 
garded as an excellent tactician. Perhaps 
his biggest fault is that, because of his 
size, he is not too mobile and runs into 
trouble trying to avoid the pass rush. 

At age 28, Morton is still trying to 
develop that magic jewel of consistency, 
the item that separates the men from 
the boys. And with a talented gent like 
Staubach itching to get into the regular 
lineup, there’s not too much margin for 
error. 

The Dallas club has the possibilities 
and the capabilities of going all the way. 
They almost did it last year on a wing 
and a prayer. 

Somehow, it seems, they'll need a lot 
more this year, and so will Craig Mor- 
ton. e 
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been in this game some time who can 
teach him things to make him better. 
It’s a great ability. 

“Vida knows the game, has a pretty 
good idea of the hitters and knows what 
to throw in different situations. Usually 
a pitcher doesn’t pick these things up 
until he’s been around three or four 
years. Vida, because he wants to be a 
great pitcher, makes it a point to re- 
member these things. 

“Vida keeps his cool; he knows how 
to handle things,” added Duncan. “I 
think a lot of credit for this goes to 
Tommy Davis. Tommy also had a lot of 
success early in his career, so he can 
help Vida.” 

Davis, who shares a three-bedroom 
apartment in Oakland with Vida and an 
old friend of Tommy’s, denies he acts as 
Blue’s counselor. 

“We talk, we talk,” said Davis, “but 
you can’t counsel Vida because he’s a 
man. His father died when he was 17 
and since then he’s been the man of the 
house. 

“Vida has an amazing character. He’s 
very mature for his age. It’s just enjoy- 
able being his roomate. He can bea kid 
at times, which you want to see, and he 
can be an elder statesman.” 

“Vida’s like an old man really,” said 
Mangual, an outfielder. “‘He thinks like 
an old man. He tells me, ‘You know 
you're good, you just wait for your 
time, don’t get excited, just wait,’ just 
like an old person.” 

“If Vida keeps going like this,” said 
Davis, “he’s going to surpass anyone’s 


success in three or four years. Barring 
injuries, and if he keeps himself strong, 
he’s got to be some kind of an athlete. 

“He’s had a lot of success and he 
wears it well, which is good, because 
everyone wants to talk to someone who 
wears it well. He’s good looking and he’s 
a bachelor, so he’ll be in the limelight 
for quite a while.” 

Davis, realizing that Blue wasn’t mak- 
ing much money, asked Vida after 
spring training if he wanted to live with 
him and his friend, to cut down his ex- 
penses. Blue agreed and Davis immedi- 
ately turned into his personal secretary. 

“Vida has girl friends and the phone 
stays off the hook,” said Tommy. “He’s 
going to have to get his own phone. I 
have to doctor the calls, because some 
of them are ridiculous, 

“A lot of stuff is coming to him fast, 
and | say, ‘Vida, you’re pitching in two 
days, you’ve got to relax.” The day he’s 
pitching I take all calls. He’s such a nice 
guy, he’ll listen to everybody.” 

Vida says his calmness isn’t unusual. 

“It runs in the Blue family,” he 
pointed out. “We just try to be cool, we 
don’t get excited, we take it nice and 
easy. 

“It’s just like Hank Aaron, who 
misses a pitch, then sits there nice and 
relaxed in the back of the box, and 
when the next pitch comes in, SPLAT!” 

“TI call him Junior,” said Mrs. Sallie 
Blue, Vida’s mother. “Our family is very 
close. Vida’s father worked at an iron 
foundry. When he died four years ago, 
that drew us closer. 

“When it happened, | said, ‘Now, 
Junior, you’re the man around here.’ 
That made a big difference, Vida just 
seemed to grow up faster. 

“Sometimes I ask myself is it really 
true. Is that my Junior pitching all those 
beautiful games? Is that my Junior ev- 
ery body is making a fuss about? 

“But I knew that if he got a chance, 
he’d do it. You see, Junior is a very. 


YOU ARE IN DEMAND... AS AN 


ACCIDENT 
INVESTIGATOR 


You can earn top money in this fast 


moving, action-packed field. Acci- 
dent Investigators are urgently 
needed to settle claims worth bil- 
lions of dollars annually. The tre- 
mendous increase of auto accidents 
alone have doubled the need of 


qualified adjusters. 


Insurance Adjusters Schools lets 
you train at home or in the Service 
in your spare time, followed by Resi- 
dent Training at our facilities. Na- 
tionwide placement assistance. 
Accredited Member NHSC 


APPROVED FOR VETERANS 
AND INSERVICE PERSONNEL 
UNDER NEW Gi BILL 


Read What Only A Few of the Hundreds of 
Graduates Have Said About I.A.S. Training: 


Edward D. Paige was a former U.S. Army mechanic. Now 
he's employed as a staff adjuster in Virginia. ‘Your |.A.S. 
Home-Study Course is, in my opinion, the best that can 
be obtained. Also, the Resident Training | received gave 
me a good working knowledge and understanding of the 
claim adjusting business.” 


Collas D. Smelser writes, “After 28 years in the Air Force 
as Chief Warrant Officer, | find the work as an insurance 
adjuster very interesting. My training with your institu- 
tion certainly provided me with all the basics | needed to 
fill the challenging position as a staff adjuster with a 
large company in Texas." 
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MAIL COUPON INSURANCE ADJUSTERS SCHOOLS, Dept. RSG 
TODAY > 1901 N.W. 7 Street, Miami, Florida 33125 
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ENJOY AN EXCITING, ROMANTIC 
IMPRESSIVE 


LOOK ANYTIME 


HAVE THE LOOK MEN 
ENVY, AND WOMEN 
ADMIRE ANYTIME! 


Now at last you can 
have the experience of 
wearing sideburns, mus- 
tache, or Van Dyke that 
is so real looking your 
friends will think it is 
your very own! 
Competition tough. . . 
want to impress your 
employer or girl friend 

. want to look older or younger or different . 


VANDYKE $3°° 


Try it alone or with 
any combination. 


cool or sharp? ? ? Do you miss the attention you 
should be getting? ? Try a Masculiner Van Dyke, 
Sideburns and/or Mustache . . . all three, 
separately or in different combinations . 


and see the FineS ae SURURaRON es . in your 
NEW LOOK you can have 

in seconds! Don’t miss A 

out on all the fun that j'3 


so easily can be yours! 
Send for your Mustache, 
Sideburns and Yan Dyke 
at once! Simply check 
the color you want in 
the coupon or send a 
sample of your hair 

and leave the matching 
to our expert. Your hair 
sample is color matched 
at no extra cost... 

or order in the color you 
choose, MAIL 

COUPON NOW! 

Adheres securely... 
off and on in seconds 
... can be worn as is 
or trimmed to just the 
style you want... 

wear it confidently 
whenever you can to 
have the LOOK you 
want for yourself! 


SIDEBURNS $3°° 
Try it alone or with 
either Van Dyke, 
mustache or both. 


MUSTACHE $2°° 


Try it. . . see the 
difference. 


Mustache or Sideburns . . . 
sent in plain wrapper with order, 


SOLD ON MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE; You must 
be 100% satisfied, you 
must see an exciting 
new LOOK in your 
appearance, it must be 
everything you want it 
to be or your money back! 


$20 N {/ 4,3 
ONLY 6 C) All Three Deluxe $10 
"=====-MAIL COUPON NOW!:------ 


1 Masculiner (Money Back) Dept. 641 

! 160 Amherst St., East Orange, New Jersey 07109 

1 O.K. | WANT TO SEE THE MANY DIFFERENT 
: CHANGES IN MY APPEARANCE. SEND THE ONES 
i 

1 


CHECKED ON A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
PAYMENT ENCLOSED. 

'To Order give hair color () Blonde; [) Black; ; 
via} Light Brown; () Medium Brown; O Darkt 
1Brown; [J Grey; (1) Silver; 1 Auburn or send} 
{hair sample.-() Mustache $2; (1) Deluxe Mus- H 
itache $5; [ Sideburns $3; ste Side-! 
yburns $5; [) Van Dyke 33; 7 Deluxe Van 
rDyke $5; O wt Three, $6; 2 At Three Deluxe 
1 $10 (| save $5). 
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very poor loser. And when you're a 
very, very poor loser, you always try 
harder to win.” 

Blue’s desire to win figured in the 35 
touchdown passes he threw as a senior, 
leading DeSoto High School of Mans- 
field to an 11-1-1 record, the defeat 
coming in the state playoffs. That inter- 
ested Houston, but the Texas school 
had only a scholarship to offer. Finley 
had money, and Vida now had responsi- 
bility. 

“l’ve had no reason to regret my de- 
cision,” said Vida, who still sees as 
many football games as he can. “I really 
love baseball. I'm going to try and get 
the best out of it.” 

He’s off to a good head start. 

Nothing, outside of his own mis- 
takes, works Vida up. In fact, before a 
game he'll take batting practice, then 
catch a 3045 minute nap. 

“Ill come out and take two or three 
swings, then go back up and put myself 
in seclusion for awhile.” said Blue, who 
isn’t bothered by air travel because he 
sleeps through it. 

“l try not to think about the ball 
game until it’s time for me to come out 
and warm up.” 

Blue, despite his success, knows he 
can still improve as a pitcher. 

“Definitely ,” he stressed. ‘I’m pitch- 
ing and learning, and | don’t think you 
can learn too much in this game or in 
anything you do. 

“To improve, | will have to become 
the pitcher who can change up 10 to 12 
times a game. It’s good to be able to 
throw the ball by people, but I think in 
the long run it will tell on you if this is 


all you do. 
“To make the good two-ball, no- 
strike change up for a strike, | really 


admire pitchers who can do that. It’s 
just a matter of time. I’ll have to prac- 
tice and work on it and say to myself 
that I’m going to be that kind of a 
pitcher. 

“I don’t see the slider for me. I don’t 
think it’s the ideal pitch. I imagine just a 
straight change up and to take some- 
thing off the curve ball. I do it now, but 
I should do it more often. That should 
really help me.” 

“We've suggested that he mix in his 
change a little more,” said Williams, 
“and he has a good one, incidentally. 

“He is mixing in his curve more. One 
time I thought he was doing it too much 
in the early innings. But he didn’t think 
so. | checked the charts and he was 
right —he hasn’t been wrong yet. 

“*Vida’s ball moves, and if he’s having 
control problems, we tell him to go for 
the middle of the plate, because of the 
way the ball does move. 

“He has the fast ball and the curve, 
but you can’t just rare back and throw 
forever with two pitches, unless you’re 
extraordinary, which he is right now,” 
the manager said. 


“Sandy Koufax was like Vida, al- 
though it took him longer to get his 
control. But he got by with two pitches 
until he put his change in.” 

Koufax saw Blue for the first time 
and commented, “I wish I had what he 
had that young. He’s ahead of me. He’s 
ahead of the world. 

“From the press box, Vida looked 
like he had pretty good stuff, pretty 
tough. I don’t know anybody who has 
as great a future in baseball as he does. 

“The only thing is that you can’t be 
disappointed on the day when the other 
guy pitches a better game than he does, 
That’s going to happen,” Koufax 
warned. 

Duncan says there’s room for Blue 
“to have better control. 

“He doesn’t get his breaking ball over 
the plate consistently, except for occa- 
sional spells of two or three innings. But 
he sometimes has to rely on the fast 
ball. 

“With experience, this is all going to 
change; he'll be able to throw that 
breaking ball anytime he wants. This 
will make the fast ball even more effec- 
tive. And as hard as he throws, there’s 
just no limit to what he can do.” 

Duncan and Blue don’t disagree on 
pitches, except to confuse the batter. 

“A lot of the time, with two strikes 
on the batter, Ill have Vida shake, or 
he’ll shake, and we'll come back with 
the same pitch. It’s just to get the hitter 
thinking, to break his concentration.” 

Williams said that Blue never goes 
over the hitters before a game. “Duncan 
and | take care of that. Vida has such a 
good memory bank, he remembers who 
he’s faced and how he’s supposed to 
throw to him. 

“You know, I’ve never had to criti- 
cize Vida, except for one time, and that 
had nothing to do with pitching,” said 
Williams. 

“We had a sacrifice situation, with a 
man on second and nobody out, and he 
tried to beat out the bunt. I wanted him 
to save his strength by not running; his 
job was just to move the guy along.” 

One thing the news media has found 
out is that Blue is cooperative, win or 
lose. So maybe Vida already knew what 
Koufax had in mind. 

“When I’m not sharp and give up 
four runs to Minnesota, that’s quite an 
honor,” Blue said after a loss to the 
Twins. “Just to hold them down to two 
runs, you have to be extra sharp. So I 
wasn’t too upset about losing tonight, | 


just know you have to come back the 


next time and work harder.” 

Mangual said that Blue doesn’t like 
to go out much on the road. 

“It’s tougher for him now,”’ Mangual 
explained. “It’s Vida sign here, Vida 
sign this. The phone rings every minute. 
Long distance call, local call, anywhere. 

“So Vida wants to spend most of the 
time in the room, looking at TV. We 
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Robert Bregoff, President and 

founder of Utility Color Labs., Inc. 
When you meet Mr. Bregoff you can’t help but be 
charmed with the personality, keen wit and good 
humor of the man. He likes people and wants to see 
those associated with his organization share in the 
growth and success his company enjoys. This is the 
man who, appalled at the utter lack of any process 
to re-color and repair flexible vinyl materials, set 
about developing and processing the trademarked 
UTICOLOR system, which even today —is the only 
one of its kind in existence. 


As an authorized UTICOLOR Applicator Dealer you, 
or your staff will repair and re-color vinyl, Nauga- 
hyde and leatherette upholstery and vinyl covered 
facilities. 
HERE ARE SOME OF YOUR 
PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMERS: 


© restaurants ® professional offices 
@ theatres * doctors 

® new and used car dealers © dentists 

* hotels * lawyers 

© bowling alleys ® airports 

® motels © country clubs 

® boat dealers ® institutions 

© furniture companies * churches 

© mobile homes * hospitals 

© beauty shops ® trucking companies 
© taxi-cab companies ® municipal buildings 
® bus lines ® government facilities 


Look around you — you can’t help but see the need 
for your UTICOLOR Service Business, 


In how many places do you see worn, faded, ciga- 
rette burned or ripped vinyl upholstery on chairs, 
benches, sofas —and auto interiors? —ONLY the 
UTICOLOR system can make repair and restore these 
to new beauty at low cost! 


THIS IS UTICOLOR! 


UTICOLOR is not a paint or dye, but PURE LIQUID 
VINYL. It is a chemical upholstery for vinyl: original 
finish materials easily applied according to the 
method used by UTICOLOR Applicator Dealers, and 
performed in an astonishingly brief time, The colors, 
when properly applied are guaranteed not to chip - 
fade - peel - or crack. 


@) UTILITY COLOR LABS, INC. 


| WILL PUT YOU IN YOUR OWN, 
NEW KIND OF 


SERVICE BUSINESS 


(FULL OR PART TIME) 
... one that is BADLY NEEDED IN YOUR AREA! 


There is no other like it. 


You Make Money as You Learn® this fascinating business and you can set your profit goals 


as high as you wish... 


THOUSANDS OF WEST COAST APPLICATORS AVERAGE OVER $25.00 PER HOUR. 
YEARLY MANY AVERAGE: $20,000, 25,000, 30,000 OR MORE. 


(*No Course for you to buy) 


THIS is a first-time opportunity for ambitious men and women who would be in a business to make an 
80% profit... in a new field where the need is self evident... UTICOLOR offers a product service that is 
easy to sell... easy, even dramatic to demonstrate. A proven product and a proven system in use by major 
manufacturers of passenger cars, domestic and foreign. Some of the largest car manufacturers in America 
use this time and money saving system which eliminates costly replacements. Insurance adjusters recognize 
it as low cost method of satisfying customers with viny! damage claims. So, you see, your UTICOLOR service 
business will be exclusive, yes, but not an untried, unproven discovery or method. 


A NON-COMPETITIVE BUSINESS 


No one, previous to 1964 had developed a way to 
recolor or repair vinyl, Naugahyde or leatherette! 
Yet, the use of flexible vinyl material was steadily 
growing and being produced at the rate of more than 
a billion yards a year. In 1964, a prominent and 
talented chemist, Robert Bregoff, who had held top 
executive positions with two of the country's most 
prominent chemical and manufacturing corporations, 
worked on a product and application method that 
would be a fraction of the cost of re-upholstering 
and/or replacement and would provide ORIGINAL- 
LIKE QUALITY! The resulting trademark UTICOLOR 
process proved to be the successful answer. 


UTICOLOR is unlike any other product offered today, 
does not merely cover a surface but through its 
chemical action (part of the patent) permanently 
integrates with the vinyl to make the color perma- 
nent, with the added softening effect. 1T CAN MAKE 
OLD VINYL LIKE NEW AND EXTEND THE LIFE OF THE 
MATERIAL. Up to the development of UTICOLOR, 
vinyl, Naugahyde and artificial leather had to be 
either discarded or the piece re-upholstered when 
the material became worn, faded, was ripped, or 
burned. Now for the just fraction of replacement, 
you can help establishments, all over your territory 
save thousands of dollars simply by rendering your 
UTICOLOR Application Service. Yet, you can enjoy a 
substantial income week after week in this needed 
business. 


MAIL COUPON NOW 


You will be supplied with complete instructions and 
equipment. Investment is required, of course, but 
your STARTING KIT, which costs you less than 
$120.00 (don't send any money now!) can return you 
gross sales of $2,500. Men and women can qualify 
for a UTICOLOR Applicator Dealership who have a 
sense of financial responsibility, initiative and good 
work habits. We are a firmly established, reputable 
t Seo 
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17301 EDWARDS ROAD, CERRITOS, CALIFORNIA 90701 
Originators of UTICOLOR® ... the exclusive Color-Bond vinyl repair process. 
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UTILITY COLOR LABS, INC. DEPT. RSG1-71 
P.O. Box 2932 
Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 

Attention: Robert Bregoff, Pres. 


Please send free brochure telling how | can become an authorized 
UTICOLOR Applicator and own my own business. Please rush. 


company and stand behind our top quality products, 
cooperate whole-heartedly with UTICOLOR Applicator 
dealers. This is a business with promising future. 
Fill out coupon and mail it today for the complete 
UTICOLOR Service Business Facts. : 


BE ORE REPAIR 


AFTER REPAIR 


ONLY THE UTICOLOR SYSTEM OFFERS 
THE PRODUCTS NECESSARY TO MAKE 
AN INVISIBLE REPAIR! 


With UTICOLOR Welding Compounds rips, tears, 
cuts, holes are repaired, textured, matched and re- 
colored so the repair can't be found. Yet — REPAIR- 
ING AND RE-COLORING CAN BE DONE IN MINUTES 
... The average gross profit for you as an authorized 
UTICOLOR Applicator on 15 jobs is approximately 
80%. 8 jobs a day, at $20.00 a job would earn you 
$128.00 profit while paying an hourly wage. With a 
crew, you can set your own income goais. 
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IN CASH PRIZES! 


$12,500.00... Total Cash Prizes! 
$5,000.00..........First Prize! 
$2,000.00.......Second Prize! 
$1,000.00......... Third Prize! 
$500.00....... Fourth Prize! 
$300.00......... Fifth Prize! 
$100.00......... Sixth Prize! 


TO 37TH PRIZE! 
DIRECTIONS... 


De you know this famous American President's first 
reserves? 

We heve completed the top part of this word puzzle 
which spells out his last name. Using the clues, you 
complete the bottom part of the puzzle by filling in the 
empty squares with the three letter name on the coupon 
below. 

Then, carefully just print your name and address on the 
coupon and mail it with 25c in coin (a quarter) for postage 
end handling 

We will let you know if your answer is correct and rush 
aU additional details and rules and instructions necessary 
fer you to become a contestant in this puzzle series. Please 
prim clearly and enclose a quarter for postage and handling. 
You must be 18 years old or older. 


What ts this famous American President's First Name? 
FREDDY = ~ EDWARD = TEDDY 
CLUE: 
This famous American President led a group of “Rough 


Riders” during the Spanish-American war. 


[| BUNNY (RJ ale ali | 
| COMMAND | [EIR 


oi TIGHT 
| EXAM | 


U.S, PUZZLE CLUB,Dept.7486 SMALL |_| 
747) Melrose Ave ee iv see FI 
Los Angeles, Cal. 80046 BOTHER Fr 

Please tell me if lution to this puzzle is correct and rush meby [~ TALK | 
return mail all details on aie contestant in the $12,500.00 4 TALK a 
Puzzle Series and all rules and instructions. Enclosed is 2Sc in coin 365 DAYS | 


for postage and handling. PLEASE PRINT CAREF' 
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have to put a lock on the phone before 
he pitches. 

“I kid Vida about his record, and so 
do the other players. We put signs up in 
the locker room. 

“One time, Vida said, ‘Angel, do 
this,” and I say, ‘OK, I do this, because 
you're 16-2, and he said ‘now don’t do 
it because I’m 16-2,’ and laughed. He 
takes the kidding very well. 

“Pll never change my roommate,” 
Mangual stressed. “He never changes, 
the same person all the time. 

“Vida does everything right.” 

With that comment, |! opponents in 
the American League nodded dejectedly 
in agreement. And success smiled. @ 


DAVE 
MCNALL Y— 
ALL HE 
DOES 

IS WIN 


Continued from page 35 


enjoy his first 20-game season (22-10) 
and followed up with 20-7 in 1969 and 
24-9 last year. 

It’s now safe to say that the Orioles 
made a shrewd investment back in 1960 
when they gave Dave, then an 
18-year-old kid with no high school 
pitching experience, an $80,000 bonus 
to sign. 

As McNally recalls that fruitful day, 
“T had quite a few ball clubs offering me 
big bonuses. I'd won 41 out of 47 games 
for my American Legion team. But the 
bidding finally boiled down to the 
Dodgers and Orioles. 

“The Dodgers offered me $5,000 
more, but they had a real strong 
pitching staff at the time and the Oriole 
scouts—Jim Russo and Jim Wilson—sold 
me on the team’s youth movement and 
what a great pitching instructor Paul 
Richards was.” 

Paul Richards is long gone from the 
Baltimore scene and Billy Hitchcock 
and Hank Bauer followed in his wake. 
MeNally, in fact, didn’t start to prosper 
until Earl Weaver took over the Birds in 
the middle of the *68 season. 

Dave pitched for Weaver when he 
was managing at Elmira in the Eastern 
League in 1962. He posted a 15-11 re- 
cord and the next year he was promoted 
to the varsity for good. 

And it could just be coincidental or 
the fact that McNally didn’t reach matu- 
rity as a pitcher until 1968. 

The father of three who, himself, was 
left fatherless at the age of two when his 
“old man” was killed in Okinawa, now 
thrives on pressure. 

McNally pitched a 1-0 shutout 
against the Dodgers to complete the 
Birds’ startling four-game sweep of the 
1966 World Series. He also scored victo- 


“THE BEST NEW 
BASEBALL GAME SINCE 


BABE RUTH HIT HIS 714th” 


A NEW CONCEPT IN BASEBALL GAMESMANSHIP. . 


This exciting new game will keep you on your toes. This is a game for 
sharp wits... for real competitors, guys who really think they know the 


WE game they love 
Dread up 8 Faseball nut, this is ideal sport for 1, 2, 3 or 4 enthusi- 
asts who can think fast. No gimmicks, wires or batteries. This is the 
HENRY AARON CHALLENGE knowledge game...over 300 questions and answers...from sandlot to 
Atlanta Braves big league in difficulty. 


Not like any game you have ever played before. A totally new concept. This 
game cannot be purchased in a retail store. It is sold directly to you by 
mail. Don’t let this sizzler get by... for yourself — or as an unusual gift — 
or both. 


TO ORDER: Fill in this coupon and mail it, with check or money order for $7.95 + 
$1. postage and handling for each game to: THE BASEBALL KNOWLEDGE GAME, 
P.O. BOX 988, LINDEN HILL STATION, FLUSHING, N.Y. 11354 
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PRIZES PAID EVERY WEEK! NEW PUZZLE EVERY 


WEEK! NO TIEBREAKERS! WE PAY ALL POSTAGE! 


We are giving out up to $500.00 in cash prizes every week — win your share! 
Just by joining the Money on Monday Club you will get a fresh new puzzle every 
Monday morning. 

If you win this week’s puzzle you can win up to $500.00 in cash — and you get 
the money next Monday! You also get another fresh new puzzle, a new chance 
to win up to $500.00 in cash! With the weekly puzzle you will get a list of last 
week’s prize winners and the correct solution to last week’s puzzle. 


Remember, when you join, you will get a brand new puzzle every week, the 
prizes are paid every week, there are no tiebreakers, and we pay Air Mail postage 
both ways! To get your first puzzle and complete information as to how you can 
become a member of the Money on Monday Club, just fill out the coupon below 
and send it with 25c for postage and handling to: 
Money on Monday Club, 7471 Melrose Ave., Dept. 7486 , Los Angeles, Cal. 90046 
CUT OUT & MAIL TODAY! 


ries in both the 1969 and ’70 AL play- 
offs with Minnesota, but despite these 
impressive accomplishments, he carried 
a deep guilt feeling over losing one game 
and failing to finish another in the 1969 
Series with the miracle Mets. 

“JT shouldn’t have lost the second 
game of that Series,” Mac said. “It was 
1-1 in the ninth inning and I had the 
bottom three hitters in the Met lineup 
coming up with two outs and let it get 
away. 

“Then, in the fifth game, | was ahead 
3-0. I should have been able to hold a 
lead like that. But I Jet little Al Weis tie 
it with a homer in the seventh.” 

But McNally vindicated himself last 
October when he helped reduce Cincin- 
nati’s vaunted “Big Red Machine” to a 
pile of scrap. He went the distance in 
game No. 3 for a 9-3 victory and made 
the contest a shambles in the fifth when 
he walloped a historic grand slam off 
Wayne Granger. 

“T just told myself, ‘Don’t bail out. 
Try to make contact with the ball and 
maybe it will drop in for a hit,” he 
said. 

It was just another way McNally 
found to beat the opposition, something 
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3,000 times in the majors. That’s not a 
chance?” 

Actually, before the start of the 
1971 season, Kranepool had compiled 
2,930 official major leage at-bats in 930 
games. In that time, he had collected 
721 hits for a .246 average. His hits in- 
cluded 110 doubles, 16 triples and 62 
homers. He had driven in 295 runs and 
scored 268 times. His highest single sea- 
son average was .269 in 1967, And his 
best season for homers and RBIs was 
1966, when he hit 16 out of the park 
and knocked in 57 runs. Not very im- 
pressive figures, to say the least. 

They were so bad, in fact, that 
Kranepool used to take a lot of abuse. 
“Pd walk down the street and try to 
hide,”’ he says. *] could hear the people 
say, ‘There he is. He aint’t worth a 
damn.’ But it’s different now. | can 
walk with my head up high, 

After the first 70 days of this season, 
Kranepool had put in enough time in 
the major leagues so that he no longer 
could be shipped to the minors without 
his permission. Under the rules, had the 
Mets attempted to send him to the min- 
ors, he would have been free to make a 
deal for himself if he wanted. He says he 
doubts he would have gone back to 
Tidewater had the Mets decided to send 
him there. “What would I have to prove 
playing minor league ball?” he asks, “I 
went down last year and hit .310 and 
drove in 45 runs in 47 games.” 

Fortunately for him—and the Mets— 
the problem of going to the minors did 
not arise. By the end of April, he was 
hitting an incredible .467, and he was 
solidly set as the Mets’ first baseman 
against right-handed pitchers. ‘‘That’s 
the significant difference,” he said in 
comparing this season with the others in 
the past. “I go to the ball park knowing 
exactly when I'll play. It makes the 
game easier.” 

By the end of May, his average natur- 
ally had slipped, but it still was in the 
mid-.300’s. And as June turned into 
July, he was the Mets’ number one hit- 
ter with a .307 average, and was tied for 
the club lead in home runs and runs 
batted in. “I’m still up there with the 
batting leaders,” he noted. “It makes 
you feel good being in the papers every 
morning. It’s status. [| enjoy it.” 

When Kranepool joined the Mets, he 
was only 17. He won’t be 27 until Nov. 
8. He was the heart of what Stengel 
once called *“‘The Youth of America.” 
But he was young only in chronology, 


not in manner. He ran like an old man. 
He wasn't aggressive. He didn’t hustle. 
And he was a chronic complainer. In 
1963, when he was only 18, teammates 
considered him “ta young fogey.” 

That same year, he pulled a leg mus- 
cle, and Stengel asked him: “Why 
should you pull a muscle in your legs, 
when your legs are only eighteen years 
old?” 

There was a lot of pressure on Krane- 
pool. Stengel thought he should be bet- 
ter than he was, and the fans blamed a 
great deal of the club’s losses on the 
youngster’s inability to deliver. Every- 
one who saw him said he should be hit- 
ting much higher. He showed little 
power and less drive. Kranepool was not 
any happier with the losing than were 
the fans. “I get so tired of losing,” he 
said. “It makes the days so long and the 
nights so unpleasant.” 

Finally, in 1964, he seemed to be 
developing into the reliable first base- 
man the Mets needed so despearately. 
On July 11, he was hitting .296 and had 
become such a feared hitter that in the 
fourth inning of a game between the 
Mets and St. Louis, Ray Sadecki (then 
with the Cardinals, but now a Met) de- 
cided to brush Kranepoo!l back from the 
plate. As Sadecki’s delivery sped toward 
his head, Kranepool ducked. Mobility, 
however, is not one of Kranepool’s 
strong points, and, in ducking, he man- 
aged to sprain his ankle. He had avoided 
the pitch, but he had to leave the game. 
With the aching ankle as an excuse, his 
average dipped to .259. 

The following season, he again got 
off to a strong start. By mid-season, he 
was hitting close to .300 and was named 
to the National League’s All-Star team. 
By the end of the season, his average 
had slipped to .253. He blamed it on a 
bad back. 

He never did sustain his hitting over a 
full season, and, each fime, it seemed he 
had another excuse. Because of his con- 
stant failures, he was subject to a great 
deal of criticism, more than any other 
Met. “I’ve been here longer,” he rea- 
soned last year, “and they expect more 
from me. Sometimes, I expect more 
from me also.” 

So did others. For instance, Paul 
Richards, vice president of the Atlanta 
Braves, said: “What’s the matter with 
that kid? He looked like such a fine 
prospect, and nothing ever happened. I 
guess the bonus spoiled him.” 

Kranepoo!l thinks that possibly his 
first mistake was signing with the Mets. 
“I've been happy in New York and 
made some pretty good money, but I 
might have done better elsewhere,” he 
says. “I think there might have been 
more pressure on me in New York than 
anywhere else.” 

The pressure, if any, was of his own 
making. He didn’t always hustle, he be- 
came bored and restless as each season 
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wore on, and he did not become com- 
patible with the fans. Still, he wanted to 
remain in New York. 

When the National League expanded 
into Montreal and San Diego, he pro- 
claimed: “If I'm picked by one of those 
teams, | won’t go. I’ve had enough los- 
ing games. I want to stay here. We’re 
building a better ball club and I want to 
be part of it. If I get picked by an ex- 
pansion club, Ill quit baseball.” 

Both Montreal and San Diego by- 
passed him, and he remained with the 
Mets. He had a couple of key hits as the 
Mets made their miracle run to the Nat- 
ional League pennant in 1969. And he 
contributed a home run in the World 
Series as the Mets completed their amaz- 
ing rise to the top by beating the Balti- 
more Orioles in five games. 

Last year, he was virtually ignored, 
and at mid-season, he was sent to Tide- 
water. Hodges’ lack of confidence in 
him almost destroyed him. “I don’t 
want to play for the man. I want to be 
traded,” he said at the beginning of the 
1971 season, 

He wasn’t traded—and he did play. 
And he couldn't have been more surpris- 
ed or happier. “To tell the truth,” he 
said, “I didn’t think I'd be here this sea- 
son.” And then he repeated what he had 
said earlier: “I’m glad the Mets had 
faith.” 

So are the Mets. ® 
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and a second-round future draft choice. 

In San Francisco, the trade was re- 
garded as a steal. It was felt that Alex- 
ander was over the hill and that Gossett 
would have won at least five more vic- 
tories in 1969 had he been with the 
49ers, long toe-weak. 

“I knew we keenly needed a kicker,” 
said the dedicated, handsome coach, 
Dick Nolan, ‘“tand I considered Gossett 
the most consistent kicker in the league. 
I believed he would at once make a dif- 
ference in our offense.”’ He certainly 
did. 

Even before the 49ers started their 
amazing resurrection, Gossett had sec- 
ond thoughts about the trade. 

“It took Nolan only five minutes to 
say the 49ers needed me,” said Bruce. 
‘Allen never did say that. He thinks you 
have to be a linebacker or a defensive 
end to be praised. I felt he never re- 
spected me as a field-goal kicker. I was 
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just a piece of beef on the field. He 
probably resented taking up a place on 
the squad by a guy who could only 
kick. I had to make every attempt count 
or he would be sore.” 

Gossett saved the Rams’ hide so 
many times. In 1968, his field goals won 
two games and tied another. In a key 
contest at Milwaukee, he beat the Pack- 
ers, 16-14, on a 27-yard boot with 55 
seconds remaining. His 20-yarder with 
17 seconds left tied San Francisco, 
20-20 and a 36-yard rocket in the final 
four seconds whipped the Giants, 24-21. 

In 1969 Bruce provided the Rams 
with their second victory in a game in 
which they failed to score a touchdown. 
He hit on field goals of 28, 23 and 11 
yards to repluse the Chicago Bears, 9-7. 

During his six-year Ram career, 
Bruce connected on 41 of 43 field goal 
attempts from 19 yards or shorter. In 
his final season in Los Angeles, he hit 21 
of 22 from distances up to 40 yards. 

But the game that meant most to 
Gossett was against Green Bay in 1965, 
when he scored field goals of 26, 49, 43 
and 41 yards for a 12-10 Ram victory. 
He had four for four at shorter distances 
against Philadelphia in 1967. 

But it was an horrendous miss at At- 
lanta last season that showed Bruce how 
much the 49ers appreciated him. 

After hitting field goals of 43 and 27 
yards against the Falcons, Bruce blew 
one from the 19 in the last six seconds 
that enabled Atlanta to tack on the 
49ers’ first defeat, 21-20, of the 1970 
season. 
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“T was simply miserable about that,” 
recalled the Talking Toe. “Why Allen 
would have crucified me for that. But 
the 49ers made it sound as if someone 
else had missed it... that really wasn’t 
my fault at all. 

“*“Coach Nolan told me that he 
wished I were in that situation 100 
times, that all good kickers miss one oc- 
casionally . 

“Then there was Dave Wilcox, who 
kept the Atlanta reporters away from 
me. He told them, ‘Leave the guy alone. 
He feels bad enough.’ John Brodie came 
over and, laughing, told me to forget it. 
‘You're still the best kicker in the 
league,’ he said. I liked the 49ers before, 
but I loved them now. 

“And so you know something else? I 
got telegrams and calls all the next week 
frying to console me. Why, Lou Spadia 
(49er president) even called to tell me 
to get the miss off my mind and he add- 
ed how happy he was to have me with 
the club.” 

Bruce gets a tremendous clout into 
his kicks. He lost six field goals in 1966 
when the ball hit the goal posts and 
bounded back. In Baltimore, he once 
toed one so hard that, after hitting the 
bar, it bounced back into his arms. 

Gossett found as a 49er he got fewer 
opportunities from inside 30 yards than 
he did with the Rams, for Brodie usual- 
ly went for the touchdown. So Bruce 


THESE 3 BIG 
DRAFTING 
KITS* 


Coast-to-Coast Shortage of Trained Draftsmen 


wanted” 


available 


YOU NEED 


uates have 


Big Promotion! 

“18 months ago ! was a la- 
borer. Now | am foreman of 22 
people in the Drafting Room, 
Thanks for ks Sh this eee: 
sible.” Mass, 


2 Raises and $300 Borivel 


“ye had 2 boosts in salary and a 


$300 bonus in 11 months. Wish | 


a North American School of Drafting, Dept. 14438 | 
a H 4500 Campus Or., Newport Beach, CA 92663 t 
ia - Rush “DRAFTING CAREER KIT’ — ALL FREE! - 
a 
ALL 4 FREE! a Batte Age - 
i 
Rush Coupon W Address - ; 
| 
a 
a City State Zip H 
di 


proceeded to make good on eight of 11 
from between 40 and SO yards. 

Against Denver in late October, Gos- 
sett scored his fourth field goal with 
1:21 to put the 49ers out of reach at 
19-14. 

And his 40-yard fielder on an icy turf 
provided the deciding points in the 
49ers’ 17-14 conquest of Minnesota in 
the first playoff game for the NFC title. 

Earlier, his kicking had brought 
down Green Bay, 26-10, when he con- 
nected on four field goals. He supplied 
the only scoring in the final quarter on 
kicks of 41 and 36 yards. 

Gossett wound up fourth in the NFC 
scoring with 102 points, the same as he 
tallied in 1969. His high, 113, came in 
1966. Bruce now ranks third among the 
active NFC scorers with 673 points, be- 
hind Minnesota’s Fred Cox (790) and 
St. Louis’ Jim Bakken (757). 

In preparation for the 1971 season, 
which Gossett feels will be the 49ers’ 
year, he worked out four days a week 
on a field in Modesto. 

“Who held for you?” Bruce was 
asked as he relaxed over a Coke at Har- 
rah’s, 

“Nobody held for me,” he replied. “‘I 
just teed the ball up and kicked it. I 
wouldn’t want a holder. I’m adjusted to 
Brodie’s hold. If I let someone hold 
the ball for me, it might throw me off 
when Brodie takes over.” 


Huge nationwide demand... 
reports “42% more Draftsmen needed in next 10 
years—not enough applicants to fill drafting jobs 


Opens Thousands Big Salary Jobs for Beginners! 
Now you can take your pick of thousands of big 
salary jobs open to Draftsmen (see ‘help 


sections of metropolitan newspapers). 
U.S. Dept. of Labor 


now!” Our easy “Quick-Learn” Meth- 


od has helped hundreds toward good income, se- 
curity and prestige as Draftsmen. Why not you? 


NO DRAWING SKILL...NO TECHNICAL ABILITY 


Our staff of Professional Draftsmen guide you step-by-step. 
With our spare time home-study plan you work on actual proj- 
ects. Makes learning fun—easy to remember, too. Many grad- 


succeeded with only grade school training Others 


report good earnings drafting part time while still learning! 


..- When you train at home with us for a 


> HIGH PAY JOB IN DRAFTING 


RUSH COUPON FOR FREE KIT... 


Mail coupon today for FREE ‘‘DRAFTING CAREER KIT,”’ 
Sample Lesson, Drafting Aptitude Test including intrigu- 
ing new 5-Way Drafting Instrument & 20-page Book 
‘Your Future in Drafting’’ — jam-packed with revealing 
facts on your opportunities to win top pay and job se- 
curity in Drafting. No salesman will call. Everything 
sent FREE and WITHOUT OBLIGATION. Write today! 


A home-study program in association with Cleveland Engineering Inst. 


Does Bruce consider himself the best 
kicker in pro football today? 

“IT wish I were,” he answered. “But 
I'm not. Jan Stenerud of Kansas City is 
easily the best. He’s by far the most 
powerful kicker I’ve ever seen. He gets 
so much loft in his sidewinder kicks. I 
expect him to set all sorts of records 
before he’s through.” 

While preparing for the 1971 football 
season, Gossett also readied himself for 
his television career. 

“I’m going to have to tell it like it is 
even if I blow a kick that costs us the 
game,” he said. “Not only can I discuss 
my kicking, but I can talk to the other 
players, get dressed and rush to the op- 
ponents’ dressing room.” 

Gossett also filmed the workouts at 
training camp, and he plans later inter- 
views with the Oakland A’s, San Fran- 
cisco Giants, Seals and Warriors. 

National Football League rules pro- 
hibit Gossett from predicting the out- 
come of games to be played. However, 
he says he may borrow an idea from 
Norm Van Brocklin’s Atlanta show and 
call on a pretty girl for the predictions. 

“There’s one prediction I’d like to 
make early,” said Gossett, ‘‘and I guess 
you know what that is. I want to pre- 
dict a Super Bowl title for the 49ers. I 
think I’ve got it figured out. I'll have a 
pennant behind me that reads: “‘49ers, 
*72 champs.” e 
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BE TALLER /asfan 


BY FULL 2" 


INVISIBLE 
“LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT 
PAD 


Tired of being called shorty? Slip these invisible 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS in any pair of shoes. ae 
step into them and add 2 inches in height. THE 
SAME HEIGHT INCREASE AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT IN- 
CREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost to give 
you new poise and self confidence—a key to nat 
cess and romance. No one will suspect that 
are ipoeie, Se These LIGHTWEIGHT FOAM R iB. 
BER AND CUSHION CORK PADS fit securely without 
gluing and interchangeable in any shoes. Scientifi- 
cally by the ned for walking comfort; aids posture. 
Worn by thousands. Durable and shock absorbing. 
State Man’s or Woman's shoe size. 


SEND NO MONEY! Free 10 Day Trial! 
Just send name and address. Pay postman on deliv- 
ery, only $1.98 plus postage per pair of “LIFTEE” 
HEIGHT INCREASE PADS. Or send uy $1.98 with 
order and we pay postage. (2 pairs $3.50, 3 pairs 
$5.00.) 10 DAY TRIAL MUST SATISFY OR MONEY 
WILL BE REFUNDED. 


THE LIFTEE Co., 
Dept m21 Box 608, Church St., N.Y.C. 10008 


New Way to Big Pay! 


LEARN AIR CONDITIONING 
REFRIGERATION & HEATING 
Want big money? A better job or a aN 
business of your own? Learn Air ba : 
Conditioning, Refrigeration & Heat- § 

ing. Over 20,000 new mechanics 
needed yearly. CTI sends 25 kits. ‘ 
You build a refrigeration system (see picture 
at right). Many students earn as they learn. 
Mail coupon now for valuable FREE booklet. 


2 SS A SS SS OS 


{COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE Dept RSG-111 


} 1400 Greenleaf Avenue - Chicago, Illinois 60626 7 
H OC  _—————— nT ; 

1 
1 Address Zip Code i 
i City State : 
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THE 
MANY 
SIDES 

OF CARL 
ELLER 


Continued from page 21 


ter of matching my talent against his. 
Actually, pro football is not that much 
different from college ball. The mental 
part, that is what is tough. Forty men 
can make the team, and 65 to 70 try 
out. Always, one guy ready to take your 
job. You may have all the talent, but 
you have to be mentally tough. You 
have to shrug off a lot of stuff.” 

In January, 1970 Eller didn’t find it 
particularly easy to shrug off a televi- 
sion station’s report that attempted to 
link his name to a federal gambling in- 
vestigation. The Chiefs’ Dawson also 
was rumored to be involved in the inves- 
tigation. In Eller’s case, the text of the 
telecast stated: “It has been learned that 
gambling investigations which rocked 
professional football just before the 
Super Bowl may have reached the ranks 
of the Minnesota Vikings. The first to 
be named, according to our sources, is 
All-Pro defensive end and former Uni- 
versity of Minnesota star Carl Eller. 

“The extent of Eller’s involvement is 
questionable, but is said to have been 
touched off when Minneapolis police re- 
possessed an auto driven by Eller and 
leased for him by a disbarred attorney 
in Eller’s home town of Winston-Salem, 
N.C. The car was picked up for non-pay- 
ment of lease fees. Our informant also 
said that other top Viking players may 
be involved with the gambling probe.” 

On January 27, 1970 Eller, accom- 
panied by his attorney and Viking gen- 
eral manager Jim Finks, issued a ringing 
denunciation of the report. In a state- 
ment, Eller said, “I want to make it very 
clear that | am responding to a state- 
ment made over a local television sta- 
tion for one reason, only: to be sure 
there is no reflection against myself or 
the Minnesota Vikings. 

“I don’t believe that the unsubstanti- 
ated, ridiculous and utterly false charge 
is otherwise worthy of response. I have 
not done anything wrong. I am not at 
all concerned about the false charges, 
except that they might wrongfully re- 
flect on myself, my teammates and the 
Minnesota Viking organization. My only 
concern is to become the best football 
player in the Nationa! Football League, 
playing on the best team in professional 
football. I think you have to understand 
that pro football is my steppingstone to 
a successful life. I would not jeopardize 
it. | have put in six years trying to be 
the best in my profession and | am 
deeply disappointed that something like 
this charge might distract from it.” 


Nothing since then has distracted 
from Eller’s reputation as the best at his 
position. He has been a standout in 
most games. One of his greatest per- 
formances, though, came during a 1968 
game against the still-imposing Green 
Bay Packers, as the Vikings put an end 
to the one-time champions’ hopes and 
established themselves as the front- 
runners for the Central Division crown. 
In that game, Eller swarmed over quar- 
terback Bart Starr three times, forcing 
him out of the game after hit No. 3; 
tackled Donny Anderson with such dey- 
astating force he fumbled the ball to 
end a scoring threat, and tipped away a 
Green Bay field goal attempt. But that 
wasn't all. When the Vikings needed 
some strength offensively, they sent 
Eller in at tight end to block on a sweep 
by Bill Brown that provided the winning 
touchdown. 

The Moose, who is also among the 
fastest linemen in the league, says he of- 
ten “feels like an animal in the pit. You 
get hit and hit again. You begin to act 
on instinct. Then you look up and it’s 
only the second quarter. You start to 
make mistakes. You just can’t let it hap- 
pen. You have to keep your cool. To do 
that you don’t have to enjoy being hit, 
but you do have to like to hit. Actually, 
the aggressiveness I show now on the 
field isn’t me. I’m that way because I 
have to be.” 

He also has to be determined in order 
to have accomplished the things he has 
done. Early in the game in which the 
Vikings beat Los Angeles in December, 
1969 and just prior to their NFL title 
victory over Cleveland, Eller intercepted 
a Roman Gabriel pass. The big lineman 
went all the way for what should have 
been a touchdown when flags were 
thrown up all over the place and 
whistles sounded. The Moose moved 
back toward the officals with a “‘what 
happened?” look on his face. “Some 
idiot jumped off side,” Alan Page ex- 
plained shamefacedly to Eller, “‘and that 
idiot had to be me.” 

They were on the sidelines 
when Page said quietly to Eller, 
make it up to you.” 


later 
“Til 


“We'll both make it up,’’ Moose re- 
plied. 
Both did. Eller tussled with Bob 


Brown of the Rams midway in the 
fourth quarter as the latter. tried to 
block off a rush against Gabriel. But 
Carl flattened the Ram quarterback for 
a safety. Page later picked off Roman’s 
quick look-in pass and the interception 
helped Minnesota record the victory. 
During the off-season Eller attends a 
movie workshop in Hollywood, Calif. 
He is serious about pursuing an acting 
career. “I am confident about my acting 
ability,” he says. “Acting is less physical 
exertion than football. But it’s exciting 
like football. The same amount of con- 
centration and total involvement is re- 


quired. | go to plays and rehearsals in 
Minnesota whenever I can. I like to see 
how they build a character, how he 
comes to life from beginning to end.” 

His prime interest is likely to be foot- 


ball for some time to come. “It’s 
brought an awareness to me,” he em- 
phasizes. “It’s taught me to handle 


myself, You always have to try to sur- 
pass yourself. When you can’t do that 
any longer, you’ve reached your pinna- 
od Vad e 


DAVIS— 
LEARNING TO 
THINK IS 
THE BIG 
DIFFERENCE 
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devised the strategy, had gone 0-for-6. 
“[ hate to go 0-for-anything,” he 
laughed. But the key difference was that 
he was laughing. 

On his bases-loaded triple the next 
day, he simply said, “Sometimes you 
get a little lucky. | had been going after 
some bad pitches and that was a bad 
pitch. I just hit it solid and got lucky.” 

Willie says he’s seeing the ball better. 
“When you’re in the majors for such a 
long time, you have the experience to 
Know instinctively what to do,” he says. 
Willie also claims he’s hitting the ball 
“where they ain’t.” 

Its an old cliche, but Willie knows 
what it’s all about. “As soon as the ball 
is released, I can see it and I 
figure where the outfielders are. I 
simply try to hit the ball where there’s a 
hole.” 

“I’m loose,” he laughs. ‘I follow the 
ball and cover the plate. It’s so simple 
I'm surprised I didn’t learn it sooner. 
But everybody has to do it his own way 
and | did it mine.” 

Willie is proud of his physical tough- 
ness. 

Throughout his career, injuries have 
plagued him and in 1969, the year he 
had .a 3l-game hitting streak and truly 
became a major league star, he was in- 
jured more than most players in a ca- 
reer. In fact, a lesser player wouldn’t 
have come back from some of the pains. 

He suffered a broken arm during the 
spring when Claude Raymond plunked 
him with a pitch. His cheek was 
smashed by a Dan McGinn fast ball in 
June and Juan Marichal cracked the 
cheekbone and damaged the right ear 
with a pitch in July. 

“You know, most people wouldn’t 
have come back from injuries like 
those,” he says. “‘They can’t keep me 
out too long, not really. ’m tough when 
it comes to injuries. I come back be- 
cause I stay in shape, even when I’m not 
playing.” 


PRO FOOTBALL 


OFFICIAL 
\ zag a 


Teams Available 
© Full 12” x 30” 


¢ All in Full Color 


¢ A Decoration and 
Conversation 
Piece 

= — Full Money Back Guarantee — — 


r 

| Royal Advtg. Corp. Dept.1462 ] 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 

| Rush me the Peet listed below at only ] 

i $1.00 plus 25¢ shipping charge. Each addi- 

I 
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A COLORFUL PENNANT TO DECORATE YOUR ROOM 
Here is a colorful, full color, full size 12" x 30” 
Pennant of your favorite pro-football team all ready 
for you to hang in your room. All teams 
available. These team pennants make a popular gift 
and collectors item for your family room, den, or 
bedroom. Only $1.00 plus 25 shipping charge per 
team. Order more than one at only $1.00 each and 
save the 25¢ shipping charge. Specify team or teams 
desired in handy coupon. Full Money Back Guarantee. 


tional team only $1.00. Full Money Back Guar- | 
antee if | am not delighted. 


Name 
Address 
Citv & State a 
AY. State Residents Add State and Local Sales Tax 


PRO-FOOTBALL POSTER 
Giant Size 24°x36" 


all 26 Teams and 30 Stars available 


Here is a handsome, full color 
painting of all 26 Pro-Football 
eams and 30 of your favorite 
stars, excitingly reproduced in a 
large 24" x 36" size, suitable for hanging on any wall. 
F These exciting souvenirs are done in official team colors, 
' and are reproductions of action paintings showing your 
favorite team or star in real life action poses. A popular 
gift and collectors item for the den, family room, bedroom 
or TV room. There’s no question that any pro-football fan 
will be delighted with these wij posters. All 26 Teams 
are available and the following 30 Stars: 


GREG COOK LARRY CSONKA GEORGE WEBSTER 
TOMMY NOBIS TOM MATTE BOB HAYES 

DICK BUTKUS LEROY KELLY GALE SAYERS 
BOB LILLY LEM BARNEY BILL NELSON 
BART STARR DEACON JONES ROMAN GABRIEL 
ALEX KARRAS LEN LAWSON SONNY JURGENSEN 
JOE NAMATH DON MAYNARD |] GEORGE SAUER 
0.5. SIMPSON CHARLEY TAYLOR L] LANCE ALWORTH 
MEL FARR GENE WASHINGTON [_] RAY NITSCHKE 
CRAIG MORTON LARRY WILSON JOE KAPP 

MATT SNELL FLOYD LITTLE _| MERLIN OLSEN 


Here's How to Order 

Simply fill out the coupon below. Each team poster is only 
$1.25 +- 25¢ shipping charges. Each star poster is $1.75 + 
25¢ shipping charges. Order more than one star or team and 
save the 25¢ sheping. charges. Full money back guarantee 
if not delighted. N.Y. State res. add State & Local Sales Tax. 

ee  — — — — — - 
| Royal Advertising Corp., Dept. 1463 

Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 l 
| Rush me the team(s) and star(s) listed below at l 
|] only $1.75 plus aoe shipping charges per star and 

only $1.25 plus 25¢ shipping chakeem per team. l 
1 Each additional star or team | order | save the 1 
| 25¢ shipping charges. Full Money Back Guarantee. ] 
' 


The Team(s) | want are | 


The Star(s) | want are 
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If you've always thought it would 
take years to develop a he-man body 
like this, here’s news that will astound 
you! The revolutionary Bullworker 2 
body-builder is designed to help give 
you the kind of physique you've always wanted—in 
a matter of weeks! 

Deeper chest...steel hard muscles...legs like tree- 
trunks...all these powerful features must be yours 
or you don't pay a thing... and it takes only 5 minutes 
a day. 


SCIENTIFICALLY-PROVEN PRINCIPLES 

Based on principles developed by the internation- 
ally famous Max Planck Institute in W. Germany, 
this sensational muscle-developer uses revolutionary 
Isotonic/Isometrics to pack new strength and vigor 
into your body many times faster than conventional 
techniques! 


E-11 


And if it can do all that in 
14 days, think how you'll 
look in 2 or 3 months! 
FREE BROCHURE This free 24-page full color brochure 
illustrates the step-by-step isotonic methods used with 
the Bullworker 2. Mail the coupon NOW and we'll 
send it to you immediately — without obligation. 


MAIL IT TODAY —and you could be the most power- 
ful-looking man on the beach this summer! 


Built-in Powermeter 
You can actually measure 
your musclepower g-r-o-w-i-n-g 

from the very first day. 


© BULLWORKER SERVICE, 175 Community Drive, Great Neck, N.Y. 11021 


‘The results of Bullworker are amazing after only 3 a mas sums Summ Samet SR SENN SENN SEEDY SE] SENN NE ME 
weeks.’—L. Sims, England. r BULLWORKER SERVICE a | 


‘I didn't believe it possible that so little training i Dept. BW-32 
could do so much.’ —A. Hall, Purnley. \ FREE 175 Community Drive, Great Neck, N.Y. 11021 i 


‘This Isotonic equipment is just marvelous.’—P. Please send me my FREE full color brochure 
Singh, Birmingham. BOOKLET about BULLWORKER 2 without obligation. No if 
~ salesman will call. 

PROVE IT FOR YOURSELF FREE — in only 14 days! i ey i 
To prove our absolute confidence in this world- ; ; Ss Hans —_——_____—__-_—-_—____-Age 

ullworker 

on 

— 


tested power-builder, we challenge you to take up Street 
this guaranteed free offer. Try a 5-minute workout { 
with the Bullworker 2 every day for 14 days. If, after | 


ee 
WOU ] 
| 


that, you do not look and feel stronger... tougher... State _____________ ___ Zip 
. F * ’ Canada: Home delivery duty paid. Ask for FREE booklet. 
more dynamic, simply return it without owing a cent. L eS Ge SS es) ee ee ee ee) eee eee al 
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SURIED (*\LIVE! 


S$ IX YEARS ON THE SAME JOB WITH NEVER AN ACCIDENT... 
AND THEN ONE MORNING... 


I/D PASSED OVER DOZENS OF 
I C S ADS IN POPULAR 
MAGAZINES. BUT LSAW THIS 
ONE IN A NEW LIGHT 


Le SI C S SUCCESS PLAN... 
Remy) SPARE-TIME TRAINING... 


@ A CAVE-IN PUT ME SIX FEET © IN THE HOSPITAL, I HAD 
UNDER FOR SIK LONG MINUTES PLENTY OF TIME TO THINK 


{ QuicK! GET SIX YEARS I'VE \_( WELL, Now's 
HIM OUT OF ; BEEN BURIED A GOOD 
THERE! . | | ALIVE IN THAT TIME TO DO 
5 SAME OLD 
JOB, JANE! 


1CS CAREER KIT 


FRE Ei iy Send coupon now... 
Q get all three books 


. 


SPORTSMAN 


Lifetime Mainspring a 


Shock Resistant 
Dust-Proof 
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NIRESK INDUSTRIES, 


210 S. Desplaines St. 


se 


Chicago, Ill. 60606 


E’S THE BOLD NEW 
: Oh 501 La 


NIRESK Industries, Dept. WC-A2 : 
210 S. Desplaines St., Chicago, Ill. 60606 i 
YES please rush at once postpaid on money-back i 
¥ guarantee the CADILLAC Wrist Watch. including a 

two tone band and gift box. i 
[C) | enclose $9.95 Plus 50¢ postage and insurance a 

(1) Charge to my Diners’ Club Account No.- | 
(] Charge to my Master Charge Account No. fl 
(Please include all numbers) ] 

NAME i 
ADDRESS —— | 
CITY STATE. ip. : 
a 
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EXECUTIVE DRESS WEAR 


For today’s Man on theaO! 


DISTINCTIVELY MASCULINE 


Ladillac- 


DAY /DATE CALENDAR 


COMPUTER-AGE WATCH 


Never before offered at such an 
unbelievably low price... 
Looks like a $100.00 watch 


SALE *Q)9 
PRICE 


Be the proud owner of this 
Swiss Crafted Precision Watch! 


One of the most outstanding values we’ve 

ever offered! Special calendar feature automatically 
keeps track of the day of the week and the 

date of the month. Wear it anywhere, everywhere... 
the Cadillac is sporty and handsome. .. combines 
executive accuracy plus sportsman's ruggedness. 
Handsome yellow gold-tone case with stainless steel 
back. Matching two tone adjustable band. 
Beautifully gift boxed. Full 1 year guarantee. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


(Ill. residents please add 5% sales tax) 


